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WHERE T0GO...

* Leave the car park and turn left onto High Street. Opposite is one
of the town’s oldest buildings, Tudor Tandoori, a 16th ¢. timber-
framed cottage with cross gable:

* To your left is the Police Station and former court building which
opened in 1890 - one of the first built of bricks from the newly-
formed Stonehouse Brick and Tile Company. This company was
the town’s largest employer for 70 years until it closed in 1960. Tts
chimney could be seen from miles around and was roughly as tall
as the chimney of the town’s current largest employer, Diary Crest.
* Apsley House at 19 High Street (Cotswold Kebab and Burger)
appears to date from the early 18th c., but its underlying structure
dates the building to about 1600, making it one of the oldest
buildings in the town. The building was originally a malthouse, then
more recently a dairy. Notice the dovecot above the front door.

* Continue down the High Street passing several more Victorian
Stonehouse-brick buildings.

* As you continue past the Post Office and Town Hall look across
the road towards the Woolpack Inn, which dates from the late 16th
or early 17th c. On the left of the building the timber frame is stll
visible.

¢ Continue to the end of row of shops on the left. Just behind the
shops is Queen Anne Cottage, another 16th c. timber-framed house,
with the town's only surviving thatched roof.

*» Continue along Bath Road and cross at the zebra crossing next to
Wycliffe College chapel.

*As you return along Bath Road look carefully at the end of No

11 and you will see the gable end of the original cottage, with the
wooden lintels still inplace. Like many houses in the town, this
cottage was extended over many years and is now two!

® Turn left into Regent Street then, after about 100 metres, turn right
into Laburnum Walk passing the Community Centre on your left.

* On your right, just before the bollards across the path, is the old
Manse for the Congregational Church which was demolished when
the building was gutted by fire in April 1967 and whose former
churchyard is now the neighbouring Rest Garden.

* At the end of the footpath, turn left, and then right, keeping to
the pavement on the right, passing the playground of Park Infant
School. At the end of the road, turn right onto the footpath.

* Park Junior School is now on your left behind the hedge and Park
Infant School is on your right. At the bend in the footpath, you

will see the original stone buildings of the town’s National School,
founded in 1833 - the first year that government grants were made
available for school buildings. Note the separate entrance for Girls
marked above the doorway, and, below the bell tower, the carved
stome sign for the National School.

* Continue up the footpath, past The Red Lodge and three coppiced
plane trees - specially adapted to polluted urban environments
because they shed their bark readily, enabling the living tissues
underneath to “breathe”!

* Once on the pavement, follow this around the corner, bearing
right on Elm Road until you arrive at the War Memorial.

® This small area of grass is all that remains of the medieval village
green. Note the preserved village pump and the War Memorial
which commemorates members of the community who lost their
lives in the first and second World Wars.
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Many of the family names have been associated with the town for
centuries, and still belong to local families.

* Pause to read the inseription on the “rock” next to the wall which
is a prayer for peace.

* The town sign at the far end of the green shows the town's two
best-known historical landmarks — St Cyr's Church and Nutshell
House on one side and the town crest on the other.

* To the right of the town sign is Orchard House, an early 17th c.
stone-built house faced with rough cast stone and a Cotswold stone
tile roof. In the early 19th c., Orchard House was one of only nine
houses on this stretch of road. The stone cottages close to the pump
date from this time too.

e Turn right onto the High Street. The Globe, on the far side of the
T0ad is a late 17th c. building. Barclays Bank on the right occupies
another of the original nine houses. Note its classical parapet,
cornice and doorcase.
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* Cross the road at the pedestrian crossing and walk towards the
Millennium Stone in front of the High Street Medical Centre and
Pharmacy. This building was once the Crown and Anchor pub
which opened in 1815. There are now only a handful of public
houses in Stonehouse, but in 1891 there were 21!
 The Millennium Stone was commissioned by Stonehouse Town
Council and designed by local sculptor Jamie Vans working with
young artists from Maidenhill School. Its designs tell the story of the
town’s history. Turn left into the car park to complete the walk.

Thanks to the children at Wycliffe College who created this walk
with their teacher Mrs Creed.
For more information see: www.wycliffe.co.uk



