STONEHOUSE
TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held via Microsoft TEAMS on Tuesday 4" May
2021 at 7pm

Present:
5 members of the public, 13 Town Councillors, District Councillors Chris Brine,
Mattie Ross and Gary Powell, Town Clerk, Deputy Clerk (minutes).

1,

Welcome from the Chair of Council

Councillor Neil Gibbs, Chair/Town Mayor, opened the meeting by welcoming all
those in attendance and noting that it had been two years since the last Town
Meeting due to pandemic restrictions in 2020. Apologies had been received from
Jacky Edwards of APT and Cllr. Thorpe.

Cllr. Gibbs thanked all involved in Stonehouse’s incredible community response
during the pandemic and all frontline workers; civic awards are postponed in the
hope there can be a proper celebration of the community’s effort later on in the
year. Cllr Gibbs gave brief information on Town Council matters over the past year
including:

e Opening of the new library and Town Council offices in the Town Hall /0ld
Post Office remises.

e Support for Stonehouse in Bloom’s transformation of the Old Chapel Garden
which will be entered into the 2021 Its Your Neighbourhood In Bloom
competition.

e Stonehouse Community Climate Action Forum held a webinar and carried
out an Active Travel Consultation. The Town Council has switched to a
green energy supplier, made changes to its grass cutting regime, begun air
quality monitoring and continues with a tree planting and management
programme.

All staff were thanked for their hard work. A new member of staff, Richard Smart,
Groundsperson had joined the team in 2020. Locum staff were also thanked: Lucas
Edney, Groundsperson support, and Richard Lacey, project management of the
Town Hall/Library refurbishment.

To confirm and sign the minutes of the last Town Meeting

Cllr Gibbs drew attention to the minutes of last year’s Annual Town Meeting which
were available on the Council’s website. As there were no amendments or
objections, the minutes were confirmed as a true record and will be signed at the
next opportunity.

To receive the Annual Report of the Town Council
Cllr. Gibbs introduced the Annual Report for 2020-2021 and gave a brief
presentation on the work of the Business Committee.




Cllr. Kambites, Vice Chair, gave a brief presentation on the work of the
Environment Committee and the Canal Rejuvenation Working Group (see Appendix

1).

To receive a presentation from the Neighbourhood Warden service

Katie Marwick presented a brief report on her work in Stonehouse over the last
year (see Appendix 1 for written report). Katie was thanked by the Town Clerk
and Ward Cllr. Mattie Ross for her hard work and responsiveness.

A resident requested that the issues of temporary shelters in the section of Cycle
Track running past Wycliffe College is raised again.

To receive reports from community organisations

a) The Door - Youth service
Victoria Robson thanked Stonehouse Town Council for their support over the
last year and willingness to allow a flexible response on the ground.
Isak added his thanks to Katie and Bev of Stroud District Council’s
Neighbourhood Warden service for their hard work.
Isak reported on the past 3 and a half years of work in Stonehouse:

e The last year has been one of restriction and difficulty for young people
but they have shown great resilience.

e The Door quickly moved to remote support using YouTube (17,500 total
views), social media and phones.

e Have also been working on the street ensuring compliance with the
National Youth Agency advice for safety for organised outdoor youth
service provision.

e Helped teachers monitor the behaviour of young people at Maidenbhill.

e Can now host support services in The Pod.

e Skate park has been a hub for the community and The Door has hosted
family fun days there.

Achievements of The Door in Stonehouse:

e established The Door as a place for support and encouragement;

e youth workers have built good relationships with young people and the
wider community.

e have a good understanding of the impact of the pandemic on young
people.

e have trialled delivery of Youth Services in new ways, some of which will
continue.

e provided call in service for parents and young people.

Cllr. Binns thanked Isak and the Door for their good work engaging with young
people in Stonehouse. Cllr Gibbs, seconded by Cllr. Binns, proposed an official
votes of thanks to all at The Door for their work which was supported by all
present.



b) All Pulling Together -APT
The Town Clerk presented the report provided by APT (see Appendix 1).

c) Churches Together
Ward Cllr. Ross advised that Churches Together had been involved in a range
of support activities from the start of the pandemic.
Town Clerk advised that Churches Together had driven and supported Support
Stonehouse, and been at the forefront of delivery of services such as The Long
Table and Freezer of Love.

d) Stonehouse in Bloom
A member of In Bloom Sheridan presented a report on In Bloom’s work over
the past year (see Appendix 1).

e) Share and Repair
A member of Share and Repair spoke about the past year’s work. Share and
Repair has three aims: to repair, re-use and recycle items.
At first Share and Repair shut down completely; then began to re-open safely.
Volunteers made 300 face masks, some of which were given away and some
sold. They have renovated premises, tidied up and developed a state of the art
woodwork area. A Town Council grant has helped their finances. As well as
providing a good service, Share and Repair brings benefits to volunteers, such
as contributing to a sense of self worth.
Cllr. Swain thanked Share and Repair; Stonehouse is lucky to have the Share
and Repair service.

f) Homestart
Town Clerk advised that Homestart provided excellent support for vulnerable
expectant mothers. The Town Council has provided grant aid towards some of
their work in Stonehouse.

6. To consider any matters raised by members of the public

Victoria Robson advised that Stonehouse Court Hotel will be the venue for a fund
raising fire walk in October.

Ward Cllr. Mattie Ross thanked PSALMS for the great youth work they carried out
in Stonehouse.

Cllr. Gibbs thanked departing Town Councillors Sally Pickering and Jennie Smith
for their work and expertise in support of the Town Council’s activities. Cllr Gibbs
closed the meeting at 8.17pm.



Appendix 1

Reports

Canal Rejuvenation Group
Report on Neighbourhood Warden Service
All Pulling Together

Stonehouse in Bloom



Stonehouse Annual Meeting

What | have been up to recently?
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Sofa — Doverow hill

Drug use in Meadow Park

Liaising with PCSQO’s {regular walks around Stonehouse) very good communication
Arranging group litter pick with SHYF

Fly-tip in Oldends lane — Highways supporting

Supporting with the business grants

Vulnerable resident causing ASB

A large area covered by graffiti a few months ago — (one off)

1 report of racism which was 3™ hand

3 Vulnerable residents 1 with regular contact
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Fly-tipping figures (last 7 months)

Fly-tip 19

Litter 2

Overflowing dog bins 2

Compared to Moreton Valance (my highest figures on my patch)
Fly-tip 32

Litter 3

Overflowing dog bins 0

Summary
Overall I think Stonehouse is a very good area, with sporadic issues that are solvable. There is only 1

reoccurring issue that | have come across over the past year and that is the drug use in Meadow park
which | hear about from the PCSO’s when they update me on their plans. | have received 1 complaint
from a resident regarding this issue and from talking to Jordan it seems it is the same resident they
receive complaints from.

[ think the graffiti issue we have had previously was a one-off with tags being left for “Darko 9”
Unfortunately | couldn’t find any connections with what that might mean but | haven't seen anything
with it on since.

Fly-tipping and litter, seems to be the biggest area you get hit for fly-tipping is the clothing bank in the
car park. In mare recent weeks | have had complaints from a resident regarding things being left
outside charity shops to which | have said if the charity shops would like me to remove it | will
however, | have never heard from them. | believe they take it in as donations when they next open.

Any questions?



Report to ATM 4 May 2021

The Canal Rejuvenation Working Group has met five times since August 2020 and in this time, the
National Heritage Lottery funding to complete Phase 1B of the Stroudwater Canal Restoration
Project was confirmed. The group has had discussions on a wide range of subjects geared towards
building strong links between the town centre and the canal. These include: an art and sculpture
trail, signage, walking routes linking with the Cotswold Way, information boards, improvements to
local footpaths and In Bloom.

Discussions sparked by Cotswold Canals Connected's Activity and Action Plan for the canal led the
group to identify the former Ship Inn site as a suitable location for the town wharf/community hub.
Current landowners, SDC, has given assurance that it will continue, “to explore a wide range of
strategic possibilities along this stretch of the canal, including the former Ship Inn site. This includes
housing as well as consideration of other potential community uses and benefits at this ‘gateway’
location, maximising the opportunities arising from the recent successful Heritage Lottery Fund

bid. No final plans have been agreed and we will consult and engage with Stonehouse Town Council
and the wider community during 2021.”

The working group is committed to working with all stakeholders in the community to ensure that
Stonehouse businesses, residents and visitors gain maximum benefit from the economic, health,
conservation, education, and training opportunities the canal restoration will bring.
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Supporting our Community

We have been open for two hours on a Monday morning, 9.30am to 11.30am since
the beginning of June last year, when we have been able to give out food supplies to
the community. We cover the whole of the GL10 area and have also supported
clients in Cashes Green and Stroud Town, but they now have their own food hubs.
We also do up to 10 deliveries each week to those people who have been self-
isolating or are unable to get to APT. This service will continue as long as we have
food supplies available.

We collected our last food from Fare Share food charity in Tuffley two weeks ago,
but have enough stored to keep us going till the end of May. We are in the process
of signing up for a pallet of food delivered to us direct from Fare Share Food Charity
in Bristol each week.

We also support Morley Hall and the Long Table with food boxes that are used by
clients visiting the Freezer of Love, and will continue to do that for as long as it is
needed.

Since August last year we have been providing children’s picnic bags for each
school holiday. Wynn’s café in the High Street buy all the food items for us and then
the APT volunteers make up the bags and give them out to families from the Park
Schools who would normally receive free school meals. Each holiday we have
provided 120 picnic bags. In August and October we were supported with funding
from Stroud District Council and since then APT has provided the funding to continue
the service.

During all the school holidays we have also given out craft and play bags to families,
some have been provided by Play Gloucestershire, Learn to read and the rest from
APT.

We are now back open on a Tuesday morning from 9.30 to 11.30 primarily for
tenants to come and talk to the building site manager but also for the money advice
worker who has always been based at APT. She is currently only taking
appointments. All the other organisations that were based at APT before Covid-19
are contactable by phone and we are still referring clients to them.

On behalf of APT and the local Community can | just say thank you so much for all
the support from the Town Council Support Group. It has been such a good back-up
for the volunteers at APT and our partner organisations in Gloucester are very
impressed with the work that has been undertaken by the group.



Stonehouse in Bloom 2020-2021

2020 was set to be a landmark year in the life of Stonehouse in Bloom as we had been
put forward to the National Britain in Bloom Competition by the RHS Regional Judges.
Sadly the year became notable for other reasons!

The Royal Horticultural Society cancelled both the regional and national competitions.
We had to stop our working parties, the restoration of the Old Chapel Garden, our
main project, was put on hold and all fundraising ceased with the necessary closure
Bloomer's cafe.

Bloomers however are nothing if not inventive and one of our members came up with
the inspired suggestion of getting people to make flowers at home, by knitting,
crocheting or sewing. The response was remarkable and huge numbers were made.
These are now being put together into floral collages which will be framed and
displayed around the town. The first will appear very soon!

As soon as restrictions eased last summer, socially distanced individuals and then
pairs began to work around the town. The path from the town car park to the station
was cleared and a range of shrubs planted. The hard landscaping of the Old Chapel
garden was completed and a huge amount of weeding, earth moving and grass seeding
was undertaken. In the autumn six beautiful trees were planted there, each donated
in memory of someone.

Coming out of the second lockdown has reinvigorated SIB's efforts make our town a
beautiful place to live and visit. We have particularly valued the support of the Town
Council, which this year has reinstated the order for plant displays on lampposts and
floral towers on the Green, but has also encouraged more local businesses to have
hanging baskets and planters outside their premises.

We are back maintaining all the flower beds and planters along the High Street and in
other areas around the town including Elm Road, Standish and the station platforms
in readiness for the Heart of England in Bloom judges, who will be visiting in July. We
shall also be completing the Old Chapel Garden and hope that it may be possible to
hold a celebratory Opening Event to mark this achievement.



