STONEHOUSE

TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes (subject to agreement at the next Committee meeting) of a meeting of the
Town Environment Committee at the Main Hall of Park Junior School, Elm Road,
Stonehouse held on Monday 24th May 2021 at 7pm.

Present: Councillors Rachel Armstrong, Neil Gibbs, Carol Kambites, Gary Powell, Val
Randell, Pam Swain, Keith Terry

In attendance: Rachel Russell, Deputy Clerk (Minutes), Carlos Novoth, Town Clerk
Cllr. Chris Brine, One resident

AGENDA

Public participation

A resident advised further on her request to all councillors that the Town Council
hold a public consultation on the future development of the Ship Inn Site (Agenda
item 325).

e It is important to pursue the future development of the Ship Inn Site in relation to
the canal given the successful bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for Phase 1B of
the Cotswold canals restoration which was supported by community consultation
along the canal corridor.

e Stroud District Council’s Housing Committee on 8t December 2020 agreed to
recommend to Council that a budget should be maintained in the Capital
Programme for new build housing on the Ship Inn site. SHIPs (Ship Inn Project
Stonehouse) received an e-mail from Stroud District Council’s Director of Place
which the resident had received permission to read from, stating that officers
understood that they had received an instruction from members as to the role of
the Ship Inn site for provision of new build housing.

e Decision to transfer the Ship Inn site to the Housing Revenue Account was made
under delegated powers in late 2015/early 2016.

e The District Council’s Strategy and Resources Committee of 26 June 2014 were
advised that the land can be disposed of below value if it contributes to the
social, economic and environmental well-being of an area. Since the closure of
the pub on the site in 1997, when asked, the people of Stonehouse have
requested a community use for the site.

o People of Stonehouse may be happy that the Ship Inn Site is included in the
Housing Revenue Account but Stonehouse has not had the opportunity for public
consultation on the future of the land which is a once in a generation opportunity
to have a canal side site.

E/310 To receive apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr. Thorpe



E/311 Declarations of Interest

Cllr. Gibbs declared an interest in planning application 21/0954/HHOLD as a neighbour
of the applicant and advised he would leave the meeting during the discussion on this
item.

E/312 To appoint a Committee Chair
One nomination was received.
It was resolved to appoint Cllr. Carol Kambites as Committee Chair. All iin favour,

E/313 To appoint a Committee Vice-Chair
One nomination was received.
It was resolved to appoint Clir. Neil Gibbs as Committee Vice Chair. All in favour.

E/314 To approve the minutes of the Town Environment Committee meeting held on

26 April 2021
The minutes were approved as a true record. Four in favour, three abstentions.

Cllr Kambites moved forward the following agenda item:

E/325 To make a recommendation to Town Council on a proposal that Stonehouse
Town Council carry out a public consultation to establish what the people of
Stonehouse would like to see on the former Ship Inn site as part of the next phase of
Cotswold Canals Connected’s work to restore the Stroudwater Navigation.

Cllr Powell advised there would be further consultation by Stroud District Council in
relation to the canal.

Cllr. Kambites invited Cllr. Brine to speak. Cllr. Brine advised that during the lead up to
the May elections he had not been lobbied by residents on the topic of the Ship Inn site
either when going door to door or during High Street surgeries; negotiations continued
with landowners and there could be an exemplar project on the site including green,
possibly hydro power, energy.

Cllrs. Swain and Armstrong suggested a need for a specific consultation on the future of
the site to give people in the community a say.

It was agreed to recommend to Town Council that Stonehouse Town Council carry out
a public consultation to establish what the people of Stonehouse would like to see on
the former Ship Inn site as part of the next phase of Cotswold Canals Connected’s work
to restore the Stroudwater Navigation. Four in favour, two against, one abstention.

E/315 To comment on planning applications as listed

21/1002/LBC 10 Court Farm Mews, Bristol Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.
Replacement windows and doors.

SUPPORT: The proposal will provide better insulation for the building and is supported.

Cllr. Gibbs left the room for the discussion and decision on the next application.

21/0954/HHOLD 49 Arrowsmith Drive, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2QS.

REVISED CONSULTATION: Double storey rear extension and garage conversion. (Revised drawings
received 5/5/21)

COMMENT: The decision regarding this application should not be made without a site visit to
assess its impact.



Cllr. Gibbs re-joined the meeting.

21/0653/HHOLD 17 Crescent Close, Bridgend, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.

Construction of single storey rear extensions and conversion of existing garage into bedroom.
Resubmission of application $.20/2581/HHOLD with amendments to the roof.

No observations

21/0905/HHOLD Orchard House, Pearcroft Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.

Erection of second storey side extension. Conversion of existing attached garage. Single storey
side/rear and side extensions with associated internal and external alterations.

COMMENT: No objections to the application but planning conditions should take account of
neighbours’ concerns regarding noise and access.

21/1129/HHOLD 61 Ryelands Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2PG.
Construction of single storey rear extension
No observations

21/1123/HHOLD 26 Midland Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2DH.
Two storey & single storey extension at rear
COMMENT: No objection if no objections from neighbours.

The following planning consultations were received after the agenda was prepared:

21/1247/HHOLD Conifers, Woodcock Lane, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.
Construction of single storey rear extension
No observations

Pre application consultation:

Variation to 18/0982/FUL, Land Adjacent To Oldends Lane Stonehouse Gloucestershire
Construction of a two storey B1, B2, B8 production unit, with ancillary car parking, loading yard
& vehicular access

The applicant had sent a plan showing a proposal to move the access to the car park to Brunel
Way rather than Oldends Lane.

SUPPORT: The proposal to move the access to Brunel Way was supported.

E/316 To receive a report on planning decisions received from Stroud District Council,
215t April 2021 to 17 May 2021
The report was noted.

E/317 To receive an update on progress towards re-opening Stroudwater Station.
Cllr. Kambites gave a brief update. The result of the latest application to the Restoring
Your Railway Fund should be known shortly.

E/318 To consider quotation received for re-decoration of BT phone box, Downton
Road
Quotation not yet received.

E/319 To consider adoption of BT Phone Box, Severn Road.

It was agreed that Cllr Terry will research uses and users for the BT phone box, Severn
Road and unless a user can be found Stonehouse Town Council will not adopt the box.
All in favour.

E/320 To receive notes of a meeting with Gloucestershire County Council’s Local
Highways Manager



The information was noted.

E/321 To receive a report on the Committee budget
The Committee budget report with income of £1,501 and expenditure of £390 was noted.

E/322 To receive ROSPA report

The report was noted. No high risk items had been identified. The Maintenance team
would address issues raised in the report. The Town Clerk confirmed that despite current
staff shortages, it would be possible to address issues raised. The Deputy Clerk informed
the Committee that there have been two accidents recently in the skate park.

E/323 To note timetable for public consultation on draft Stonehouse Community
Arboretum Management Plan (SCAMP) and its adoption by Town Council

The timetable was noted. Cllr. Kambites advised that comments were being invited from

all councillors.

E/324 To receive and comment on a draft questionnaire for research for Vision and
Strategy for the Stroud Districts Canals on behalf of Stroud District Council and
agree attendance at a meeting with District Council’s consultants.

It was agreed to add to the questionnaire:

e comments on the need for a canal side facility and better links to the canal

e the proposal for a diversion of The Cotswold Way through the town and by the
canal

e asketch of possible canal side facilities

Cllr. Kambites to send wording.

Cllrs Armstrong, Kambites, Swain and Terry offered to meet with District Council’s
consultants.

E/326 To consider allocating funding from the Climate Change budget towards an
extension of the Gloucestershire Wild Towns Project to town-wide biodiversity
opportunity plans.

Deputy Clerk advised that the power to spend on this item derives from Local Government

Act 1972, s.137; the section 137 expenditure limit for 2021-22 is £8.41 per elector, making

the Town Council’s maximum expenditure under this power in the current financial year

£19,894, based on an electorate of 2365. Expenditure under this power must be
commensurate with benefit to the community.

It was resolved to allocate £500 from the Climate Change budget towards an extension

of the Gloucestershire Wild Towns Project to provide town-wide biodiversity

opportunity plans. All in favour.

E/327 To receive and comment on draft Aims and Objectives for a Tourism Officer post
shared between towns in Stroud District.

Deputy Clerk explained that the draft Aims and Objectives were to assist with drafting a

job description.

Councillors commented that the following attractions could be added to the context:

Interesting industrial heritage, canal, proximity to Cotswold Way, Sustrans Route 45.

Cllr. Armstrong offered to join next meeting with Hannah McDonnell of Creative

Sustainability and representatives of towns supporting the new post.

E/328 To receive reports from working groups:



Events, High Street, PROW, Transport and Highways

Events: Cllr Kambites reported that Events Group were preparing for Goodwill on basis
that it would be entirely open air. Essentials have been booked. Women'’s Institute
can run Teas on the Green in June and July. There may be a 100t birthday party
for Town Green willow In the Autumn.

High Street: Deputy Clerk reported from a parish council officers meeting with Stroud
District Council (SDC) on Welcome Back funding which can fund a wider range of
projects than the previous re-opening High Streets safely funding. SDC will be
organising information/event for members.

PROW: Cllr. Armstrong explained the work of the PROW group.

Working group meetings to be arranged once new membership agreed.

E/329 To receive an update from In Bloom

Cllr. Swain reported that hanging baskets are up, three towers and High Street displays
have been delivered. In Bloom are working on station planters and refurbished planters

for outside Medical Centre. No confirmed date yet for visit from regional In Bloom judge.

E/330 Date of next Environment Committee meeting: 21 June 2021




Stonehouse Town Council Environment Committee 21 June 2021 E334 & E335 Planning Report

E/334 Planning Applications for comment

21/1344/FUL Land at Oldends Lane, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.
Erection of four terraced dwellings & associated access & parking.

21/1395/HHOLD 63 Arrowsmith Drive, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2QS.
Construction of rear single storey garden room extension

21/1265/HHOLD 7 Burdett Close, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2LS.
Erection of a replacement rear single storey extension

21/1469/HHOLD 6 Regency Close, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2AE.
Erection of single storey rear extension and replacement door units

21/1454/HHOLD 49 Arrowsmith Drive, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2QS.
Erection of two-storey rear extension and garage conversion (resubmission of
S5.21/0954/HHOLD)

E/335 Planning decisions received from Stroud District Council, 18" May 2021 to 14 June 2021
(N.O — No observations)

21/0744/CPE Land Adjoining Station Road, Bristol Road, Stonehouse,

Certificate Existing Lawful Use/Dev: Confirmation that Plot No. 1 within the development authorized by
APP/C1625/A/13/2195656 (S5.12/2538/0UT) as varied by 5.18/1389/VAR -Proposed residential
development for up to 49 units, new access way and associated works is lawful to be continued

N.O CONSENT
21/0810/HHOLD 6 Park Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2DE.

Erection of single storey extension to the rear
N.O CONSENT

21/0954/HHOLD 49 Arrowsmith Drive, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2QS.
REVISED CONSULTATION: Double storey rear extension and garage conversion.
(Revised drawings received 5/5/21)

COMMENT CONSENT

21/1002/LBC 10 Court Farm Mews, Bristol Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.
Replacement windows and doors.

SUPPORT CONSENT



Stonehouse Town Council Town Environment Committee 21 June 2021

Notes on Agenda items, Town Environment Committee 21 June 2021

E/336 To receive
an update on
progress towards
re-opening
Stroudwater
Station.

Waiting to hear from Stroud District Council re bid to Round 3 Department for
Transport’s Restoring Your Railway Fund.

E/337 To comment
on Gloucestershire
County Council
proposals for
Horsemarling Lane

A copy of the proposals has been requested.
County ClIr. Nick Housden reported on a Highways Update that:

I have shared my concerns with Highways around the edited versions of these
plans, and believe the initial plans for the road (beggining with Standish PC) to
be redeveloped to include both cycling and pedestrian space should be taken
forward. This road is essential linking people from the new builds at the old
Standish Hospital to the Town with a focus around Cycling and Walking
provision to be key.

E/338 Toreceive
areport on results
of Air Quality
Monitoring in
Stonehouse for
April 2021.

Separate report attached.

E/339 To consider
a recommendation
to Town Council to
resolve to pursue
effective legal
protection for
Doverow Wood
through Fields in
Trust.

Cllr. Gibbs has provided the following information:

Doverow Hill wood has been in the ownership and stewardship of the Town
Council since the beginning of the 20th century. The woodland has been
maintained by the Council as a valuable public amenity, viewpoint and
environmental green space and has several public rights of way criss-crossing its
footprint. It is an important part of the town'’s identity and a hugely valuable
public asset.

Surprisingly however, the woodland has no formal protection from exploitation
or development, unlike other council assets that have various protections in
place.

Some preliminary work has been done and it appears that it would be possible
and economically efficient to tailor specific legal protection for the wood in
perpetuity. The mechanism for achieving this would be through Fields in Trust
who are a charitable organisation that specialise in the custom design of legal
packages to protect public land and facilities.

My proposal is that Council should resolve to pursue proper, effective legal
protection through Fields in Trust.

E/341 To consider
quotation received
for re-decoration
of BT phone box,
Severn Road

The following quotation has been received:
Phone box on Severn Road

1. Rub down all paintwork inside and outside of box.
2. Undercoat and gloss in Telephone box paint.




Stonehouse Town Council Town Environment Committee 21 June 2021

LABOUR AND MATERIALS - £230.00

1. To replace missing glass panels x 20 x 6mm polycarbonate.

LABOUR AND MATERIALS £140.00

This expenditure would fall under the Committee’s Street Furniture/Bus Shelters

budget. A quotation for installation of shelving is being sought as the proposed
use for the Severn Rd & Downton Rd boxes is a book exchange.

E/342 Toreceive
update on proposal
for Tourism Officer
post shared
between towns in
Stroud District.

Town Council have agreed to contribute £5000 towards a shared Tourism
Officer post (Town Council 15 March 2021 TC2582).

Cllr. Armstrong and Deputy Clerk attended a meeting on 10" June with Hannah
McDonnell of Creative Sustainability, Stroud’s Town Clerk, Cllr. Maitland from
Nailsworth Town Council, Deputy Clerk, Dursley and Clerk, Wootton. The
suitability of Welcome Back funding (national covid recovery funding
distributed via district councils) to meet some of the costs of the proposed post
was discussed. Stroud Town Clerk to investigate costs/salary for proposed post.

Hannah McDonnell subsequently reported back from a meeting with Tony
Davey (Stroud Chamber of Commerce), Amy Beckett — Economic Development
(SDC), and Brendan Cleere — Director of Place (SDC); they would like to consider
Welcome Back funding to support development of the Market Towns tourism
officer role:

Areas mentioned for consideration regarding utilising Welcome Back funding
from SDC's perspective included:

° Funding Criteria — requirement to link specifically to outcomes of
Welcome Back funding criteria

o Governance - Any role funded through Welcome Back might need to be
hosted by a public body eg SDC or a town / parish council as a delivery partner
o Consider the need for this role to be a permanent post and how it will
be funded beyond the first-year pilot

. Next steps to action this quickly would be to build the JD and start
recruitment

. Internal Comms Team at SDC could be engaged and support

Amy Becket will attend the next meeting re the Tourism Officer post, 23 June,
4-5pm.




Report to: Town Environment Committee 21 June 2021
From: Rachel Russell, Deputy Clerk
Subject: TEC/338 Air Quality Monitoring report, April 2021

1. Introduction

1.1 The Town Environment Committee agreed to carry out Air Quality Monitoring at 10 sites across the
town after receiving a proposal from the Stonehouse Community Climate Action Forum. It was
agreed that Somerset Scientific Services would carry out the monitoring for Nitrogen Dioxide at the
sites near schools and areas of congestion (E/269, TEC 22 February 2021).

1.2 The sites are:

A- Oldends lane/ Gloucester Rd Junction (Congestion hotspot)

B- Gate outside Maidenhill School (Pedestrian and domestic exposure to school run traffic/idling)
C- Point 1 Elm Road (Pedestrian exposure to school run traffic and idling)

D- Point 2 EIm Road (Pedestrian exposure to school run traffic and idling)

E- High Street

F- Train Station - Upper Queens Road (Car idling)

G- Horse trough roundabout (Congestion hotspot)

H- Downton Road Junction (Congestion hotspot)

I- Sartorius Roundabout (Congestion hotspot)

J Bridgend, Wharfdale Way play area

1.3 Initially, the sites will be monitored for one year.

2. Results for April 2021

Client: Stonehouse

T somerset
Date of issue: 146.21 @@@ SEnrie
NOX Month: April 21 X

Report on Nitrogen Dloxide Diffusion UK SURVEY
'$55 Sample Number | Clients Ref s site. Date On | Date Off |Client Comments | Total jig NO? '-";;};‘ﬁ? Lab Comments

21040245(A Gloucester Road 26/03/2021|  20/04/2021 0.97 16.82
21040246|B Maidenhill School 26/03/2021|  29/04/2021 0.42 7.34
21040247|1C Elm Road 1 26/03/2021|  29/04/2021 0.97 16.72
21040248(D Elm Road 2 26/03/2021|  29/04/2021 0.74 12.81
21040249|E High Street 26/03/2021|  20/04/2021 1.39 24.05
21040250(F Upper Queens Road 26/03/2021|  29/04/2021 0.62 10.70
21040251|G Horsetrough 26/03/2021|  29/04/2021 1.07 18.53
21040252|H Downton Road 26/03/2021|  29/04/2021 1.55 26.81
21040253|1 Sartorius 26/03/2021| 29/04/2021 1.40 24.10
21040254} ) Bridgend 26/03/2021|  29/04/2021 0.60 10.40
21040255 Travel Blk 0.00

2.1 The UK & EU Air Quality Objective for NO2 annual average limit is 40 pg/m3. The first month’s
results are under this limit at all the test sites but seem significantly higher at busier parts of the
town such as the High Street, Downton Road and Stonehouse Business Park.

2.2 The 2020 Air Quality Annual Status Report from Stroud District Council showed that no monitoring
site in the District exceeded the limit for NO2.

2.3 Further information on air quality in the UK is available from:

https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/air-pollution/uk-eu-limits

https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/library/assets/documents/reports/ageg/nitrogen dioxide in the UK-
summary.pdf
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Budget Headings Transaction Details

Start of year 01/04/21

Heading
215 Grants
Received Invoiced Tn. no Reference Details Net (£) Vat (£) Gross (£)
26/04/21 26/04/21 105 BGC260421S Stroud District Council - Local 1,501.00 0.00 1,501.00
Restriction Support Grant
07/05/21 01/05/21 109 BGC070521S Stroud District Council - April CIL 2,496.33 0.00 2,496.33
payment
Grand Total 3,997.33 0.00 3,997.33
Stonehouse Town Council Page 1

15/06/21 12:17 PM Vs: 8.57.03



TOWN COUNCIL

Stonehouse Town Council

Virtual Events Working Group Meeting

Councillors: Pam Swain, Carol Kambites and Leigh Binns
Communications Officer Jayne Bailey

Monday 14t June 2021 at 9am

Cream Tea on the Green

As 26 June is less than 2 weeks away and with uncertainty still over covid restrictions,
it was decided not to proceed with the planned event. However, we will still plan to
hold it on 24 July, if Stonehouse WI can provide the food element.

We will ask them to produce 100/120 scones, jam and clotted cream and it will be on a
first-come-first-served basis. We need to set a price per unit and agree how much of
takings to give to the WI.

A rota will need to be created to set up a gazebo, tables, chairs and a hot water urn
(electric from the Medical Centre). We will provide tea, coffee, milk, sugar and squash
plus crockery and cutlery.

Jayne to ask WI if they can help to serve refreshments as we may have to provide
table service and will need to clear away and possibly sanitise tables in between
sittings. We need to think about how we will clean crockery and cutlery.

If we cannot get a live music performer, we can provide something from a Bluetooth
speaker or Alexa.

Goodwill

Blachere has requested a meeting to do a walk through the town to confirm our
lighting requirements for this year. Jayne to suggest some times/dates in the next
couple of weeks.

John Parker has expressed concern about the lights in the trees restricting growth so
will need to discuss this as well.

GCC have reinstated sockets into lampposts 7 and 18 and installed a new one in
number 17.

Other Events
John Parker is still planning to hold a tree event which will probably be the first
weekend in October.

Next meeting
TBA
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