STONEHOUSE
TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes (subject to agreement at the next Committee meeting) of a meeting of the
Town Environment Committee at the Main Hall of Park Junior School, EIm Road,
Stonehouse held on Monday 24th May 2021 at 7pm.

Present: Councillors Rachel Armstrong, Neil Gibbs, Carol Kambites, Gary Powell, Val
Randell, Pam Swain, Keith Terry

In attendance: Rachel Russell, Deputy Clerk (Minutes), Carlos Novoth, Town Clerk
Cllr. Chris Brine, One resident

AGENDA

Public participation

A resident advised further on her request to all councillors that the Town Council
hold a public consultation on the future development of the Ship Inn Site (Agenda
item 325):

e It is important to pursue the future development of the Ship Inn Site in relation to
the canal given the successful bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for Phase 1B of
the Cotswold canals restoration which was supported by community consultation
along the canal corridor.

e Stroud District Council’s Housing Committee on 8" December 2020 agreed to
recommend to Council that a budget should be maintained in the Capital
Programme for new build housing on the Ship Inn site. SHIPs (Ship Inn Project
Stonehouse) received an e-mail from Stroud District Council’s Director of Place
which the resident had received permission to read from, stating that officers
understood that they had received an instruction from members as to the role of
the Ship Inn site for provision of new build housing.

e Decision to transfer the Ship Inn site to the Housing Revenue Account was made
under delegated powers in late 2015/early 2016.

e The District Council’s Strategy and Resources Committee of 26 June 2014 were
advised that the land can be disposed of below value if it contributes to the
social, economic and environmental well-being of an area. Since the closure of
the pub on the site in 1997, when asked, the people of Stonehouse have
requested a community use for the site.

¢ People of Stonehouse may be happy that the Ship Inn Site is included in the
Housing Revenue Account but Stonehouse has not had the opportunity for public
consultation on the future of the land which is a once in a generation opportunity
to have a canal side site.

E/310 To receive apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr. Thorpe



E/311 Declarations of Interest

Cllr. Gibbs declared an interest in planning application 21/0954/HHOLD as a neighbour
of the applicant and advised he would leave the meeting during the discussion on this
item.

E/312 To appoint a Committee Chair
One nomination was received.
It was resolved to appoint Clir. Carol Kambites as Committee Chair. All in favour.

E/313 To appoint a Committee Vice-Chair
One nomination was received.
It was resolved to appoint Clir. Neil Gibbs as Committee Vice Chair. All in favour.

E/314 To approve the minutes of the Town Environment Committee meeting held on

26 April 2021
The minutes were approved as a true record. Four in favour, three abstentions.

Clir Kambites moved forward the following agenda item:

E/325 To make a recommendation to Town Council on a proposal that Stonehouse
Town Council carry out a public consultation to establish what the people of
Stonehouse would like to see on the former Ship Inn site as part of the next phase of
Cotswold Canals Connected’s work to restore the Stroudwater Navigation.

Cllr Powell advised there would be further consultation by Stroud District Council in
relation to the canal.

Cllr. Kambites invited Cllr. Brine to speak. Cllr. Brine advised that during the lead up to
the May elections he had not been lobbied by residents on the topic of the Ship Inn site
either when going door to door or during High Street surgeries; negotiations continued
with landowners and there could be an exemplar project on the site including green,
possibly hydro power, energy.

Cllrs. Swain and Armstrong suggested a need for a specific consultation on the future of
the site to give people in the community a say.

It was agreed to recommend to Town Council that Stonehouse Town Council carry out
a public consultation to establish what the people of Stonehouse would like to see on
the former Ship Inn site as part of the next phase of Cotswold Canals Connected’s work
to restore the Stroudwater Navigation. Four in favour, two against, one abstention.

E/315 To comment on planning applications as listed

21/1002/LBC 10 Court Farm Mews, Bristol Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.
Replacement windows and doors.

SUPPORT: The proposal will provide better insulation for the building and is supported.

Cllr. Gibbs left the room for the discussion and decision on the next application.

21/0954/HHOLD 49 Arrowsmith Drive, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2QS.

REVISED CONSULTATION: Double storey rear extension and garage conversion. (Revised drawings
received 5/5/21)

COMMENT: The decision regarding this application should not be made without a site visit to

assess its impact.



Cllr. Gibbs re-joined the meeting.

21/0653/HHOLD 17 Crescent Close, Bridgend, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.

Construction of single storey rear extensions and conversion of existing garage into bedroom.
Resubmission of application 5.20/2581/HHOLD with amendments to the roof.

No observations

21/0905/HHOLD Orchard House, Pearcroft Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.

Erection of second storey side extension. Conversion of existing attached garage. Single storey
side/rear and side extensions with associated internal and external alterations.

COMMENT: No objections to the application but planning conditions should take account of
neighbours’ concerns regarding noise and access.

21/1129/HHOLD 61 Ryelands Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2PG.
Construction of single storey rear extension
No observations

21/1123/HHOLD 26 Midland Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2DH.
Two storey & single storey extension at rear
COMMENT: No objection if no objections from neighbours.

The following planning consultations were received after the agenda was prepared:

21/1247/HHOLD Conifers, Woodcock Lane, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.
Construction of single storey rear extension
No observations

Pre application consultation:

Variation to 18/0982/FUL, Land Adjacent To Oldends Lane Stonehouse Gloucestershire
Construction of a two storey B1, B2, B8 production unit, with ancillary car parking, loading yard
& vehicular access

The applicant had sent a plan showing a proposal to move the access to the car park to Brunel
Way rather than Oldends Lane.

SUPPORT: The proposal to move the access to Brunel Way was supported.

E/316 To receive a report on planning decisions received from Stroud District Council,
215t April 2021 to 17 May 2021
The report was noted.

E/317 To receive an update on progress towards re-opening Stroudwater Station.
Cllr. Kambites gave a brief update. The result of the latest application to the Restoring
Your Railway Fund should be known shortly.

E/318 To consider quotation received for re-decoration of BT phone box, Downton
Road
Quotation not yet received.

E/319 To consider adoption of BT Phone Box, Severn Road.

It was agreed that Clir Terry will research uses and users for the BT phone box, Severn
Road and unless a user can be found Stonehouse Town Council will not adopt the box.
All in favour.

E/320 To receive notes of a meeting with Gloucestershire County Council’s Local
Highways Manager



The information was noted.

E/321 To receive a report on the Committee budget
The Committee budget report with income of £1,501 and expenditure of £390 was noted.

E/322 To receive ROSPA report

The report was noted. No high risk items had been identified. The Maintenance team
would address issues raised in the report. The Town Clerk confirmed that despite current
staff shortages, it would be possible to address issues raised. The Deputy Clerk informed
the Committee that there have been two accidents recently in the skate park.

E/323 To note timetable for public consultation on draft Stonehouse Community
Arboretum Management Plan (SCAMP) and its adoption by Town Council

The timetable was noted. Cllr. Kambites advised that comments were being invited from

all councillors.

E/324 To receive and comment on a draft questionnaire for research for Vision and
Strategy for the Stroud Districts Canals on behalf of Stroud District Council and
agree attendance at a meeting with District Council’s consultants.

It was agreed to add to the questionnaire:

e comments on the need for a canal side facility and better links to the canal

o the proposal for a diversion of The Cotswold Way through the town and by the
canal

e asketch of possible canal side facilities

Cllr. Kambites to send wording.

Cllrs Armstrong, Kambites, Swain and Terry offered to meet with District Council’s
consultants.

E/326 To consider allocating funding from the Climate Change budget towards an
extension of the Gloucestershire Wild Towns Project to town-wide biodiversity
opportunity plans.

Deputy Clerk advised that the power to spend on this item derives from Local Government

Act 1972, s.137; the section 137 expenditure limit for 2021-22 is £8.41 per elector, making

the Town Council’s maximum expenditure under this power in the current financial year

£19,894, based on an electorate of 2365. Expenditure under this power must be
commensurate with benefit to the community.

It was resolved to allocate £500 from the Climate Change budget towards an extension

of the Gloucestershire Wild Towns Project to provide town-wide biodiversity

opportunity plans. All in favour.

E/327 To receive and comment on draft Aims and Objectives for a Tourism Officer post
shared between towns in Stroud District.

Deputy Clerk explained that the draft Aims and Objectives were to assist with drafting a

job description.

Councillors commented that the following attractions could be added to the context:

Interesting industrial heritage, canal, proximity to Cotswold Way, Sustrans Route 45.

Cllr. Armstrong offered to join next meeting with Hannah McDonnell of Creative

Sustainability and representatives of towns supporting the new post.

E/328 To receive reports from working groups:



Events, High Street, PROW, Transport and Highways

Events: Cllr Kambites reported that Events Group were preparing for Goodwill on basis
that it would be entirely open air. Essentials have been booked. Women’s Institute
can run Teas on the Green in June and July. There may be a 100t birthday party
for Town Green willow In the Autumn.

High Street: Deputy Clerk reported from a parish council officers meeting with Stroud
District Council (SDC) on Welcome Back funding which can fund a wider range of
projects than the previous re-opening High Streets safely funding. SDC will be
organising information/event for members.

PROW: Cllr. Armstrong explained the work of the PROW group.

Working group meetings to be arranged once new membership agreed.

E/329 To receive an update from In Bloom

Cllr. Swain reported that hanging baskets are up, three towers and High Street displays
have been delivered. In Bloom are working on station planters and refurbished planters

for outside Medical Centre. No confirmed date yet for visit from regional In Bloom judge.

E/330 Date of next Environment Committee meeting: 21 June 2021
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