STONEHOUSE
TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes (subject to agreement at the next Committee meeting) of a meeting of the
Town Environment Committee at the Main Hall of Park Junior School, Elm Road,
Stonehouse held on Monday 21°t June 2021 at 7pm.

Present: Councillors Rachel Armstrong, Neil Gibbs (Committee Vice Chair), Gary Powell,
Val Randell, Pam Swain, Keith Terry, David Thorpe

In attendance: Rachel Russell, Deputy Clerk (Minutes)

AGENDA

E/331 To receive apologies
Councillor Kambites sent apologies. Cllr. Gibbs chaired in her absence.

E/332 Declarations of Interest

Cllr. Gibbs declared an interest in planning consultation 21/1454/HHOLD as a close
neighbour of the applicants; it was agreed that Cllr. Powell would chair the meeting
when this consultation was discussed under Agenda Item E/334 to enable Clir Gibbs to
leave the meeting.

E/333 To approve the minutes of the Town Environment Committee meeting held on
24t May 2021

The minutes of 24t May 2021 were approved as a true record. Six in favour, one
abstention.

E/334 To comment on planning applications as listed

21/1344/FUL Land at Oldends Lane, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.

Erection of four terraced dwellings & associated access & parking.

OBJECTION: Stonehouse Town Council object to the proposed development on the

following grounds:

¢ The site is very close to the railway line which would lead to disturbance for the
occupants from noise and vibrations.

e The access to the site for up to eight vehicles is potentially dangerous and very
close to the level crossing.

¢ The proposed development is very dense and each property is very small; the
design is not in keeping with the local area.

21/1395/HHOLD 63 Arrowsmith Drive, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2QS.
Construction of rear single storey garden room extension
COMMENT: No objection if no objection from neighbours.



21/1265/HHOLD 7 Burdett Close, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2LS.
Erection of a replacement rear single storey extension
No observations.

21/1469/HHOLD 6 Regency Close, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2AE.
Erection of single storey rear extension and replacement door units
No objection if no objections from neighbours.

Cllr. Gibbs left the room. Cllr. Powell chaired the meeting for the discussion on the
following planning consultation.

21/1454/HHOLD 49 Arrowsmith Drive, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2QS.
Erection of two-storey rear extension and garage conversion (resubmission of
S.21/0954/HHOLD)

COMMENT: Neighbours’ objections to the previous application 21/0954/HHOLD are
noted. The decision regarding this application should be informed by a site visit to
assess its impact.

Cllr Gibbs returned to the meeting and resumed as chair.
The following applications were received after the agenda had been prepared:

21/1496/HHOLD 131 Midland Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2DT.
Erection of single storey extension, bay extension to front and internal alterations
COMMENT: No objection if no objections from neighbours.

21/1498/FUL Rear Of 42, High Street, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.

Part demolition of buildings for the construction of two residential units.

COMMENT: The application could be improved by reconsidering the proposed design:
the current proposal is very dense and the parking arrangements impractical with
extremely restricted access to the garage and no parking for the upper flat.

The Deputy Clerk advised that the pre-submission version of Stroud District Council’s
Draft Local Plan is out to consultation until 21 July 2021; a draft response for comment
by all councillors will be circulated, all comments received collated and the draft
response go for approval to Town Council on 19t July.

E/335 To receive a report on planning decisions received from Stroud District
Council, 18t May 2021 to 14t June 2021

The report was noted.

E/336 To receive an update on progress towards re-opening Stroudwater Station.

The Department for Transport have not yet made an announcement on Round 3 of The
Restoring Your Railways Ideas Fund.

E/337 To comment on Gloucestershire County Council proposals for Horsemarling
Lane

The Deputy Clerk advised that proposals for the design of Horsemarling Lane as part of
the new development on the Standish Hospital site were currently being revised; the



issue was raised by Standish Parish Council and mentioned in a report on Highways issues
circulated by County Councillor Nick Housden. The following comment was agreed:
Improved cycling and walking facilities along Horsemarling Lane are welcomed but
the design must ensure that flooding and drainage issues are resolved to mitigate
flooding problems further down the hill.

E/338 To receive a report on results of Air Quality Monitoring in Stonehouse for April
2021,

The report was noted. Cllr. Armstrong would like to go with Council’s groundsman next
time he changes tubes to see sites chosen.

E/339 To consider a recommendation to Town Council to resolve to pursue effective
legal protection for Doverow Wood through Fields in Trust.

Cllr Gibbs advised that Doverow Hill wood has been in the ownership and stewardship of
the Town Council since the beginning of the 20th century but has no formal protection
from exploitation or development, unlike other council assets that have various
protections in place. Protection could be achieved by setting up a Deed of Dedication
through Fields in Trust who are a charitable organisation that specialise in the custom
design of legal packages to protect public land and facilities. Cllr. Gibbs is waiting a
response to a query about the cost of this.

Recommendation to Town Council: That Stonehouse Town Council resolve to pursue
effective legal protection for Doverow Wood through Fields in Trust, subject to
considering information on the costs of this process. All in favour.

E/340 To receive a report on the Committee budget

The report was noted with income of £3,997.33 and expenditure of £53,114.71 at 15
June 2021.

E/341 To consider quotation received for re-decoration of BT phone box, Severn
Road

Town Council agreed to adopt the BT phone box, Severn Road, at a meeting of 14 June
2021 (TC 2648). One quotation had been sought and received from a local contractor
who has experience in decorating and repairing BT phone boxes.

The quotation to paint and replace missing polycarbonate panels for a cost of £370
exclusive of VAT was accepted. All in favour.

E/342 To receive update on proposal for Tourism Officer post shared between towns
in Stroud District.

The update was noted. Stroud District Council’s Economic Development Officer will attend
the next meeting on 237 June 2021 on the shared Tourism Officer post to advise on how
Welcome Back covid related funding might contribute. Cllr. Armstrong to attend meeting.

E/343 To receive reports from working groups:
Events, Town Centre, PROW, Transport and Highways

Events: A Teas on the Green event is being organised with the WI for July. Goodwill is
being planned for 4" December 2021 and a meeting with Blachere re lighting set up for
22 June. Cllr. Gibbs advised that the Rotary are keen to help out with a carol float.



Town Centre: Group has not met recently. Once further information about government
Welcome Back funding is received from Stroud District Council, a meeting of the working
group will consider how the funding might benefit Stonehouse.

PROW: Cllr. Armstrong advised:

a meeting with new members of the working group would be set up soon. There is work
to do as paths under Doverow Wood continue to be blocked.

Cllr Armstrong contacted Cotswold Way Association due to her involvement with
Stonehouse Walking Festival; they could include a circular walk around Stonehouse on
their website; PROW working group to work on route and keep Environment Committee
update.

Transport and Highways: Have not met recently. Deputy Clerk advised that Share and
Repair are still constructing planters for High Street. There is due to be a meeting with
GCC Highways re possible parking restrictions at Burdett Close.

E/344 To receive an update from In Bloom
Cllr. Swain gave a brief update:

Judging day for the Old Chapel Garden’s entry into the Community Award is Tuesday
6t July.

In Bloom met with artists re a proposal to make a canal sculpture out of salvaged
material from a restored canal lock. Artists to quote for providing one sculpture for
Old Chapel Garden.

The regional judging will be by portfolio only.

Community involvement: Volunteers have given 360 hours to In Bloom this year. In
Bloom have met with a resident with a learning disability who will assist with watering
the Horsetrough and may be able to join working parties.

E/345 Date of next Environment Committee meeting: 26 July 2021
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