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STONEHOUSE
TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes (subject to agreement at the next Committee meeting) of a meeting of the
Town Environment Committee at the Main Hall of Park Junior School, EIm Road,
Stonehouse held on Monday 20th September 2021 at 7pm.

Present: Councillors Neil Gibbs (Committee Vice Chair), Carol Kambites (Vice Chair of
Council, Committee Chair), Val Randell, Pam Swain, Keith Terry, David Thorpe.

In attendance: Rachel Russell, Deputy Clerk (Minutes)

E/385 To receive apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr. Armstrong.

E/386 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

E/387 To approve the minutes of the Town Environment Committee meeting held on
7th September 2021

The minutes of 7t September 2021 were agreed as a true record. Five in favour. One
abstention.

E/388 To comment on planning applications as listed

21/2126/HHOLD 93 Ryelands Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2PG.
Single storey extension to rear of property
No objection if no objection from neighbours.

21/2164/HHOLD 8 Cotswold Green, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2ES.
Erection of two storey and single storey side extension
No objection if no objection from neighbours.

E/389 To receive a report on planning decisions received from Stroud District Council,
1 September 2021 to 14 September 2021
The report was noted.

E/390 To receive a report on the Committee budget
The report to 14 September 2021 with income at £3,997.33 and expenditure at
£21,371.29 was noted.

E/391 To note award of Welcome Back funding for outdoor entertainment at Tree
Day and Goodwill and agree expenditure of funding.

Expenditure of £300 (excluding VAT) on circus entertainment at the Tree Day on 3
October and £915 (excluding VAT) on circus entertainment at Goodwill was agreed,
both sessions to be provided by the School of Larks, funded by Welcome Back Fund
as agreed by Stroud District Council. All in favour.



E/392 To consider quotations received for repair of play tunnel, Oldends Lane
Recreation ground and agree further action.

Quotations for returfing the play tunnel were not yet received. Any relevant guarantees
relating to the original construction of the play tunnel will be investigated.

It was agreed that the decision on which quotation to accept be delegated to the
Town Clerk and Deputy Clerk; expenditure may need to be met by Reserves. All in
favour.

E/393 To agree expenditure on trees to be met by grants and budget

A detailed planting list and information that grant funding would meet the cost of all the
trees was received and circulated before the meeting. Grant funding for trees in
Stonehouse as follows: Great Western Railway: £2000 for 10 trees; Gloucestershire
County Council: £2000 for 12 trees; CPRE Gloucestershire: £400 for 3 trees.

Therefore expenditure from budget is not required.
It was agreed to purchase 25 trees as itemised to be funded by grants. All in favour.

E/394 To consider quotation received for additional Christmas lights and installation
of new and existing Christmas lights
Quotation not available.

E/395 To receive reports from Working Groups and consider recommendations.
Canal Rejuvenation Working Group, Events, Town Centre, Public Rights of Way
(PROW), Recreation Working Group, Transport and Highways

Canal Rejuvenation: Meeting on 22 September, solo delivery of survey leaflets may be
possible.

Events: Work continues to organise the Tree Day 3™ October. County Councillor Nicholas
Housden has agreed to fund Party Bags for the event from the Councillor’s Build Back
Better Fund.

PROW: User evidence for tracks near Doverow for 20 years before 22 August 2019 now
required. From 22 August 2019, landowner has deposited a Highways Act 1980, Section
31(6) declaration notice which stops claims for additional footpaths being made during
the period it stands. The landowner has asked that Councillors are made aware that they
have made various improvements to the existing footpaths but may need assistance of
contributions to any additional improvement works.

Recreation: Will meet at Oldends Lane Pavilion. Deputy Clerk to seek response to legal
and planning queries.

Transport and Highways: Cllr Terry agreed to become Convenor for this Working Group
and will set up a meeting. Bus cancellations are causing significant difficulties for
residents.

E/396 To receive an update on progress towards re-opening Stroudwater Station.
No news on Restoring Your Railways funding bid. Working Group to meet soon.

E/397 Date of next Environment Committee meeting: 18 October 2021




Financial Budget Comparison

for Town Environment Committee

Comparison between 01/04/21 and 14/09/21 inclusive.
Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/21

2021/2022
INCOME
Town Environment Committee
200 Stonehouse in Bloom £0.00
205 Event Income/Donations £0.00
210 Planting Sponsorship £0.00
215 Grants £0.00
Total Town Environment Committee £0.00
EXPENDITURE
Town Environment Committee
1190 Amenity Areas £37,500.00
2000 Christmas Lights £5,000.00
2005 Climate Change £2,000.00
2010 In Bloom £7,000.00
2020 Street Furniture/Bus Shelters £2,000.00
2030 Traffic Calming/Transport £0.00

Studies

2040 Town Greens Maintenance £0.00
2050 Cultural Events & Studies £5,000.00
2060 Signage £300.00
2070 Town Centre Partnership £0.00
2080 Neighbourhood Plan Review £4,000.00
2090 Planning Specialist Advice £1,000.00
Total Town Environment Committee £63,800.00

14/09/21 11:13 AM Vs: 8.61

Reserve

£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00

£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00

£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00

Stonehouse Town Council

Actual Net

£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£3,997.33
£3,997.33

£14,043.73
£0.00
£0.00
£5,727.29
£751.27
£0.00

£0.00
£0.00
£309.00
£540.00
£0.00
£0.00
£21,371.29

Balance

£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£3,997.33
£3,997.33

£23,456.27
£5,000.00
£2,000.00
£1,272.71
£1,248.73
£0.00

£0.00
£5,000.00
-£9.00
-£540.00
£4,000.00
£1,000.00
£42,428.71

Page 1

Bal %age

0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
100.00%
100.00%

-62.55%
-100.00%
-100.00%

-18.18%

-62.44%

0.00%

0.00%
-100.00%
3.00%
100.00%
-100.00%
-100.00%
-66.50%



Stonehouse Town Council Environment Committee 18 October 2021 E401, E402 & E403 Planning Report

E/401 Planning Applications for comment

21/2251/HHOLD 11 Aldergate Terrace, Aldergate Street, Stonehouse,
Erection of porch

21/2237/HHOLD 20 Quietways, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2NW.
Installation of dormer, roof light, garage conversion, alterations to roof, changes to fenestration and first
floor side extension.

21/2341/VAR Old Station Yard, Bristol Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.
Variation to condition 2 (plans) on permitted application S.18/1748/FUL

21/2404/HHOLD 55 Regent Street, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2AA.
Single storey ground floor extension (Resubmission 0fS.21/0352/HHOLD)

E/402 Planning Results received from Stroud District Council from 15 September 2021 to 11
October 2021
(N.O. = NO OBSERVATIONS)

21/1950/TPO 80 Woodcock Lane, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2ER.
Tree Preservation Order: 1 x common ash - Fell to leave a 3m monolith.
N.O CONSENT

21/1535/HHOLD 32 Avenue Terrace, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 3RE.
Erection of first floor rear extension
N.O CONSENT

21/1516/FUL Plot D, Stonehouse Park, Sperry Way, Stonehouse.

One new use class E(g) building (Unit 1000) and one new use classes E(g) and B8 building (unit
800) together with associated parking, landscaping and ancillary development.

COMMENT CONSENT

21/1904/HHOLD 46 Midland Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2DH
Erection of side extension & porch
NO CONSENT

21/1884/LBC 31 High Street, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2NG.
Listed Building Application: Description: Proposed stud partition and new doorway
NO CONSENT

E/403 To comment on a pre-application planning consultation on application for reserved
matters of layout, landscape, scale and appearance at Parcels H17, H18 and H20 at Great
Oldbury


https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QZKVFNPNL0A00
https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QZH8P6PN0D300
https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=R06XK6PNLNG00
https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R0LRRUPN0B900
https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QXKBNTPNIGC00
https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QUWDH4PN0B900
https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QUSTNVPNMW700
https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QX9HG8PN0B900
https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QX2BGFPNHZU00

Stonehouse Town Council Environment Committee 18 October 2021 E401, E402 & E403 Planning Report

Please see covering letter, proposed siteplan and masterplan document.

Parcels H17, H18 and H20 are in Eastington. See map of West of Stonehouse plots with
Stonehouse boundary overlay. Clerk to Eastington PC has confirmed they have also received pre
application information which they will be considering at a meeting on 14% October.



https://stonehousetowncouncil.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/EoYrCgztSXxChbiwSrgCkgcBqZVYqrxx71ktXSkFAsd6IQ?e=aNxzBK
https://stonehousetowncouncil.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/EfSKtNVD_MFEmGMWpGUWtU8B0rhrQItPSi23xZBwmqsczQ?e=JEDa92
https://stonehousetowncouncil.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/EfSKtNVD_MFEmGMWpGUWtU8B0rhrQItPSi23xZBwmqsczQ?e=JEDa92

Financial Budget Comparison

for Town Environment Committee

Comparison between 01/04/21 and 12/10/21 inclusive.
Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/21

INCOME

Town Environment Committee

200
205
210
215

Stonehouse in Bloom
Event Income/Donations
Planting Sponsorship
Grants

Total Town Environment Committee

EXPENDITURE

Town Environment Committee

1190
2000
2005
2010
2020
2030

2040
2050
2060
2070
2080
2090

Amenity Areas

Christmas Lights

Climate Change

In Bloom

Street Furniture/Bus Shelters

Traffic Calming/Transport
Studies

Town Greens Maintenance
Cultural Events & Studies
Sighage

Town Centre Partnership
Neighbourhood Plan Review
Planning Specialist Advice

Total Town Environment Committee

12/10/21 11:28 AM Vs: 8.61

2021/2022

£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00

£37,500.00
£5,000.00
£2,000.00
£7,000.00
£2,000.00
£0.00

£0.00
£5,000.00
£300.00
£0.00
£4,000.00
£1,000.00
£63,800.00

Reserve

£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£3,997.33
£0.00

£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00

£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£540.00
£0.00
£0.00
£540.00

Stonehouse Town Council

Actual Net

£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£3,997.33
£3,997.33

£18,366.73
£0.00
£0.00
£5,882.04
£1,221.25
£0.00

£0.00
£943.62
£309.00
£540.00
£0.00
£0.00
£27,262.64

Balance

£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£3,997.33

£19,133.27
£5,000.00
£2,000.00
£1,117.96
£778.75
£0.00

£0.00
£4,056.38
-£9.00
£0.00
£4,000.00
£1,000.00
£37,077.36

Page 1

Bal %age

0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
100.00%

-51.02%
-100.00%
-100.00%

-15.97%

-38.94%

0.00%

0.00%
-81.13%
3.00%
0.00%
-100.00%
-100.00%
-58.11%



Stonehouse Town Council Town Environment Committee 12 October 2021

Notes on Agenda items, Town Environment Committee 12 October 2021

E/403 To comment
on a pre-
application
planning
consultation on
application for
reserved matters
of layout,
landscape, scale
and appearance at
Parcels H17, H18
and H20 at Great
Oldbury

Pre application consultation documents can be viewed at:
Link

E/405 To note
order placed for
Christmas Lights
2021

The Events Working Group worked on a specification for purchase and
installation of new and existing lights. A single quote was sought from Blachere
Illuminations who have worked with the Town Council over several years. There
was an agenda item to consider the quote at TEC on 20 Sep (E/394) but it was
not available. The order totalling £4,076.80 exclusive of VAT had to be placed to
ensure the booking of the installation and provision of Christmas lights.
Committee Chair and Town Clerk were aware and it was agreed to report the
order to Committee.

E/408 To receive
an update on the
work of Stroud
Tourism Forum

There is currently no Tourism Officer post within the Stroud District. Discussion
at Stroud Tourism Forum lead to a proposal that the Market Towns might fund
a post. Stonehouse Town Council have agreed to contribute £5000 towards a
shared Tourism Officer post (Town Council 15 March 2021 TC2582).

Nailsworth and Stroud Town Council also agreed to contribute £5,000 each.
Dursley Town Council Dursley Town Council have also made a provisional
budget commitment of up to £5k subject to future agreement at Council.
Wotton are involved in discussions but have not committed funding to date.
The estimate of a suitable salary for the role is £30,000-35,000 so there is
currently a shortfall in funding.

Stroud District Council were approached to ask if Welcome Back government

funding to aid communities to recover from the pandemic could be used as a

contribution to the Tourism Officer post on the model that the post might be

based in a consultancy such as Creative Sustainability and report to a Steering
Group representing the different market towns and funders.

Stroud District Council will use Welcome Back funding to part fund a Tourism
Officer post employed by them directly; they will also commit other funding to
the post. This was confirmed at a meeting on 16 September with various town
councils on Tourism and Economic Recovery. Brendan Cleere, SDC Director of
Place summarised as follows:

“A key commitment from SDC was that we will recruit to a 2 year tourism post,
focused on spearheading collective efforts to promote the district’s fantastic
tourism and visitor offer. The post will be funded predominantly by SDC, with a
small contribution from the Welcome Back Fund. No contribution is required or

1



https://stonehousetowncouncil.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/EoYrCgztSXxChbiwSrgCkgcBqZVYqrxx71ktXSkFAsd6IQ?e=XfJHBU

Stonehouse Town Council Town Environment Committee 12 October 2021

expected from parish or town councils although it was acknowledged at our
meeting that it may be beneficial at a later stage to see how we might share
any public funding allocated towards tourism to the best effect.

We talked about governance and the need for the new role to work within a
partnership environment, where priorities and key milestones are collectively
set and worked towards. | am aware that good progress has already been
made in the development of a steering group model and we will arrange a
further meeting with you and other key partners to take place by the end of
October, to update and take matters forward together.”

A further meeting with SDC will take place on 26 October.

Market Towns will be meeting to discuss how the funding they proposed to use
towards funding a post might best be used.

E/409 To agree
response to Stroud
District Council
consultationon a
draft Economic
Development
Strategy

Cover letter and summary document included in supporting papers.
Local Councils have now been given until 11 November to respond.




(\ Blachere lllumination UK Ltd Original  Jdles {uotation

Sales Quotation

\ D t Dat
IOCh re" Gladstone Place Document No. ocument bate Page
0T 145 7 o ) gy Ladybank 21-Q24349 10.09.2021 11
; Fife
KY15 7LB Customer No. Valid Until
UNITED KINGDOM
CSTOTC 10.10.2021
T:+441337832910
E: info@blachere-illumination.co.uk Your Reference Currency
w: .blachere-illumination.co.uk
www, illuminati u GBP
Billing Address Delivery Address
Stonehouse Town Council Stonehouse Town Council
Stonehouse Town Council Stonehouse Town Council
Town Hall Town Hall
High Street High Street
Stonehouse Stonehouse
Gloucestershire Gloucestershire
GL10 2NG GL10 2NG
UNITED KINGDOM UNITED KINGDOM
Purchase
Item Code Description Quantity Price Total VAT
Xmas tree dressing with clients lights
INST2007 Tree- Install - Wrapping Up to 6m Height 1 575.00000 575.00 115.00
Subtotal 575.00 115.00
Install 9 mini trees (dressed with client lights) and 12 motifs (client owned)
INST2003 Polemount Motif -Install single motif per pole 21 57.50000 1,207.50 241.50
INST2031 Tree- Install - String Lights 24 & 230v per set 9 57.50000 517.50 103.50
INST3003 Polemount Motif -Removal single motif per pole 21 36.80000 772.80 154.56
Subtotal 2,497.80 499.56
Check tree lights in situ, 3 x trees
INST7012 Test tree Lights in situ - Per Tree - Site Specific 3 115.00000 345.00 69.00
Subtotal 345.00 69.00
switch on
INST6000 Switch On - 2 Man Team 1 659.00000 659.00 131.80
Subtotal 659.00 131.80
Payment Terms - Nett 30 days from date of invoice
This quotation is valid for 30 days from the date of the quotation
Notes:
Total Before Tax £4,076.80
Total Tax Amount £815.36
Total Amount £4,892.16

Company Reg No.: SC152939 Bank Account: 10268667

VAT ID No.: GB651936618 Bank Code: 804638

Subject to our terms and conditions



Welcome to the ‘Great Oldbury’ Travel Newsletter No.4 - August 2021

The aim of the travel newsletters is to keep you informed about your local travel options in and around Stonehouse. We hope that you will

find this useful!

Your Travel Plan Coordinator

Will Nelson is your Travel Plan Coordinator at Great Oldbury. Will works for Peter Evans Partnership and is experienced in delivering
residential travel schemes and assisting residents with sustainable travel across the UK. Please do get in touch if you have any questions

or need any help via travelplan@pep-bristol.co.uk or call: 0117 973 4355

Local Travel Information Pack

Shortly after you moved into your new home you should have received a Local Travel Information Pack. The packs contained information
about the bespoke travel solutions which are available to residents at Great Oldbury, including information on walking, cycling and public
transport. If you did not receive a Pack please contact us and we will get one delivered to you.

Gloucestershire Community Rail Partnership

We’'re engaging with the Gloucestershire Community Rail Partnership, a new organisation set up to promote rail and better connections

around the County.

A focus of the GCRP is to help connect people to their local area as well as the

rail network, so they have produced a ‘Great Oldbury’ connections guide which

focuses on the Stonehouse and Eastington area, as well as how to choose your
train services.

GCRP is running a number of other projects, including ‘Let’s Talk Travel’, a
Scheme specifically for jobseekers. To find out more about GCRP and what they
do, and check out the free resources, take a look at
www.gloucestershirecommunityrail.org

or email info@gloucestershirecommunityrail.org

Stagecoach Bus Services Update

The new bus service for Great Oldbury starts later this summer in time for the new
school year. The community will see direct bus links to Stroud, Stonehouse and
Gloucester city centre, with Service 64 running every 30 minutes Monday to
Saturday and hourly on Sundays.

There will also be a direct Service 65 to and from Cam & Dursley railway station,
connecting with hourly trains that stop at Bristol Parkway and Bristol Temple Meads
leaving at 06:39 and 08:00, and those arriving back at 17:12, 18:12 and 19:17.

The new bus timetables and route map will be available very soon, including

from the Stagecoach website and mobile app.

At the same time, new bus tickets will launch for Under 19s travelling within

the Dursley, Stonehouse and Stroud local area. These offer fantastic savings

for young people using the public bus network, including school links to Maidenhill
Marling, and Stroud High School.

Gloucestershire
Community Rail Partnership

Once the new services launch, Stagecoach is to offer free bus tickets for every Great Oldbury household, with four weeks of unlimited

travel to download from the Stagecoach Bus app.


mailto:travelplan@pep-bristol.co.uk
http://www.gloucestershirecommunityrail.org/
mailto:info@gloucestershirecommunityrail.org

Access Bike Project

Access Bike run a free, open-door, community cycle workshop that
provides opportunities for young and disadvantaged people,
breaks down barriers to cycling, and promotes sustainability.

By communally refurbishing old donated bikes they offer very affordable
bikes for sale, and anyone who wishes to build, fix or maintain a bike is
welcome to come down to the workshop to benefit from tools,

facilities and help from staff and volunteers.

They also provide one-to-one peer mentoring for those who need more
support and guidance in the workshop; it's not always about bikes:
they also make belts, chandeliers and jewellery out of recycled parts,
play games, go for bike rides, paint on the walls, eat food and

share music.

Access Bike is based at Unit 2A, Fromehall Mill, Stroud, GL5 3EH.
For more information visit, www.accessbike.org

email info@accesshike.org

or visit their Facebook page www.facebook.com/accesshbikestroud

Sustainable Travel Community Event -

We are planning to hold a sustainable travel event on Saturday 2" October
on the grassed area next to Great Oldbury Drive, adjacent to the David Wilson
Homes development. We will be providing free travel information and tips on
all travel options available to and from Great Oldbury and in the local area.

We are hoping to have a Dr Bike with a qualified mechanic who can undertake
a safety check and repair simple faults on your bike free of charge.

Additionally Stagecoach should also be in attendance to help provide
further information and answer any queries about the new bus service
through Great Oldbury and bus services in the local area. Gloucestershire
Community Rail Partnership are also planning to attend to help provide tips
on travelling by rail in and around the local area.

Covid-19 Car Sharing and Public Transport Update
The requirement to wear face coverings in law has now been lifted. However, the government expects and recommends that people
wear face coverings in crowded situations such as using public transport. You should continue to use contactless payment if possible,
or pay online in advance if an option.

Restrictions on car sharing have also been lifted. The government however continue to advise on wearing face masks when car
sharing with people you do not usually meet and keeping windows open where possible.

For the latest guidance please visit:
www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers.

If using public transport please be aware that timetables may be subject to alterations at short notice. We advise visiting
www.stagecoachbus.com to check bus service times and frequency before travelling.

Prior to travelling by rail we would also advise checking www.gwr.com and www.nationalrail.co.uk for the current service timetable.

OStUgeCOOCh GWR ‘ Great Western Railway


http://www.accessbike.org/
mailto:info@accessbike.org
http://www.facebook.com/accessbikestroud
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
http://www.stagecoachbus.com/

Case Officer: Amy Beckett
Our Ref: 2021/09/ED

30 September 2021

Dear Town/Parish Clerk,
RE: Stroud District Council’s draft Sustainable Economic Development Strategy

Stroud District Council is currently preparing an Economic Development Strategy to give
direction to economic development activities within the District for the next 10 years. To
assist with the development of the Strategy, we would welcome the views of Town and
Parish Councils represented on the Market Towns Forum at this stage.

Please look at the summary document attached and answer the following questions please.
1. Should anything else be considered as strength, weakness, threats or opportunities?

2. Does the vision of the strategy meet the overarching needs of the District and your
area?

3. The Key Economic Objectives have been determined from the data available,
continued engagement with businesses, partners and issues identified within the
SWOT analysis. Do you agree with them?

4. The measures of success are based on measures we have access to and can
confirm improvements have been made. Do you feel these are right?

5. The priority sectors have been chosen as a result of an analysis of the local
economy, the policy direction of GFirstLEP and other strategic partners, and the
identified current and future needs of stakeholders. Are these the right sectors to
prioritise? Please suggest any changes.

6. For each priority area, we have outlined broad commitments to demonstrate how the
Council, as an exemplar, enabler and encourager will meet the key economic
objectives. Specific projects will be identified at a later date. Do you agree with these
commitments? Where there are more than one identified within each box, which is
the most important? Are there any other broad commitments that should be
identified?

The draft Strategy will be taken to Committee for initial approval in November 2021. We are
then looking at a further opportunity to comment on the final document in early 2022. At this
stage we would welcome your informal responses on the above questions by 15" October
2021 if at all possible so we can shape the draft document. If you would like to discuss the
document in more detail, please contact me and we can arrange a meeting.

Yours faithfully,
Amy Beckett

Senior Economic Development Specialist
Amy.Beckett@stroud.gov.uk

Enc. Summary draft Economic Development Strategy


mailto:Amy.Beckett@stroud.gov.uk

DRAFT Economic Development Strategy

The Stroud District local economy: Our Facts & Figures

Population: . N
P Population Projection
120,000
Projected population by 2030: 128,242
2030 H Young
. . People
Working Age Population: = Working
Age
71’400 m Older
51.4% qualified to NVQ4 or above People
(11% more than UK average) 2019
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Weekly earnings by residence:
Qualification | Stroud | Stroud GB £559.80
District | District Percentage *5% less than UK av.
Percentage '
NVQ 4 & Above | 32,500 45.4% 43.1% Weekly earnings by workplace:
NVQ 3 & Above | 44,600 | 62.3% 61.4% £564.80
NVQ 2 & Above | 55,600 77.6% 78.2% *4% less than UK av.
NVQ 1 & Above | 64,900 90.7% 87.9%
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DRAFT Economic Development Strategy

Stroud Districts's Top Sectors

Business
Administra...
Information & | & Support
Communicati... Services

Arts,
entertainm...
recreation &

Agricultral, Forestry other
& Fishing Production services

Tourism Key Facts

814,000 Staying visitor nights
£52,771,000 | Staying visitor spend
2,749,000 Day visits

£95,839,000 | Day visitor spend
£156,080,00 | Total visitor related spend

0

£198,720,00 | Total business turnover

0 supported

2,304 Full Time Employment

5% Proportion of all employment




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy

Opportunities and Challenges

Strengths

Weaknesses

Voted best place to live, Sunday Times 2021
Attractive rural landscape and natural
assets

Strong Micro and Small business base, 98%
Successful companies including: Delphi,
Renishaw and Sartorious

Highly skilled population, 51% residents
qualified to a Level 4 or equivalent

Highly scored wellbeing and life satisfaction
Low unemployment figures, 3.1% compared
to 4.6% unemployed nationally

Strong advanced engineering and
manufacturing sector

Good levels of patents registered to
businesses in Stroud District

Strong Voluntary and Social Enterprise
business base

Received 89 Innovate UK grants, totalling
£24,184,659 since 2004

Broadband and mobile coverage is poor
Limited public transport links connecting
the Districts Towns and reducing
employment opportunities

Lack of connected walking and cycling
infrastructure

Lack of connected grow on space for
businesses

Viability of short term regeneration of the
District Brownfield sites

Lack of required skills for roles within the
District

High percentage of young people migrating
out of area

Parts of the district in UK’s top 10% of
deprivation

Start-up and retention of businesses is low,
only a 15% increase in 10 years, compared
to 32% nationally.

Residence earnings lower than national
average

Opportunities

Threats

Pioneering steps forward in the Green
Revolution

Potential for flexible workspace in market
towns to complement the move from
working and living in big towns

Build on Local Plan ambitions to retain
businesses in the area with first class
business space

Marketing opportunities for Stroud
District’s Tourist & Visitor economy
Increased access to local, renewable energy
to support local companies

Support the prosperity of key sectors
including: Tourism, Culture and Leisure,
Advanced Engineering and Manufacturing,
Distribution, Agriculture and emerging
Green Technologies

Encourage digital sectors to set up in the
District through improved connectivity and
access to skills

Capitalise on canal corridor improvements,
encouraging active travel and regeneration
of key sites

Chances for businesses to internationalise
and export goods and services

Reduction in office working will impact high
street and eatery trade

National planning reforms making it easier
to convert commercial space to residential
Lack of access to labour and skills
Implications to imports and exports due to
emerging trade agreements, recent freight
route blockages and the coronavirus
pandemic

Shift to online shopping, and continued lack
of confidence to return to the high street
post Coronavirus lockdown.

Impact of VAT reductions ending for
hospitality sector at end of 2021
Governments focus on Levelling Up and
local authority prioritisation list

An aging population, with ONS figures
assuming 26% of the population will be 60+
by 2030

Large level of out-commuting patterns
Increase in house and land prices forcing
families and young people to move away.
Reduced short term certainty exporting to
the EU as a result of Britain leaving the EU.




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy

The Vision

Our ambition is to create a sustainable, inclusive and thriving
economy for our businesses, communities and residents.

Stroud District has a rich industrial heritage and a long term commitment to creating a greener
economy that reduces our carbon footprint and supports a more sustainable pattern of living and
working. We are committed to supporting innovation, creating locally led and distinctive approaches
to economic recovery and progress. We want to maximise the value of local assets and ensure the
benefits of economic development are retained locally. We believe in working to reduce inequalities
and making sure that access to decent job and services is fair wherever you live.

Stroud District Council will continue to work at pace alongside partners to lead the way nationally as
a centre for green businesses; encouraging investment into greener, cleaner ways of working and
the emerging green tech sector. We will use innovative ways to support businesses recover from the
pandemic and work alongside the private sector to enhance the vibrancy of our economy.



DRAFT Economic Development Strategy

The Objectives

Key issues to address
Points taken from the SWOT

Key Economic Objectives

Lack of required skills for vacancies within
the District

Residences earnings lower than national
average

Parts of the district in UK’s top 10% of
deprivation

Improve skills and
ambitions in the District

Broadband and mobile coverage is poor
Limited public transport links connecting
the Districts Towns and reducing
employment opportunities

Lack of connected grow on space for
businesses

Create advanced and
connected work spaces
and communities

Large level of out-commuting patterns
Lack of connected walking and cycling
infrastructure

Pioneering steps forward in the Green
Revolution

Increased access to local, renewable
energy to support local companies
Attractive rural landscape and natural
assets

Reduce carbon and
ecological impacts

Reduction in office working will impact
high street and eatery trade

Potential for flexible workspace in market
towns to complement the move from
working and living in big towns

Capitalise on canal corridor improvements,
encouraging active travel and regeneration
of key sites

Shift to online shopping, and continued
lack of confidence to return to the high
street post Coronavirus lockdown.

Boost our market towns
and rural vitality

Marketing opportunities for Stroud
District’s Tourist & Visitor economy
National planning reforms making it easier
to convert commercial space to residential
Start-up and retention of businesses is low,
only a 15% increase in 10 years, compared
to 32% nationally

Viability of short term regeneration of the
District Brownfield sites

High percentage of young people migrating
out of area

! §J 111

Support inward
investment into the local
economy




Measuring Success

DRAFT Economic Development Strategy

Key Economic
Objectives

Proposed Outcomes

Improve skills and
ambitions in the
District

= Decrease in unemployment figures

® Increase in average residential gross weekly pay

=  Amount of grant funding utilised in the District through
Government schemes inc. Innovate UK and DIT

® Increase in productivity through Gross Value Added

= |ncrease of job adverts within the District

= Number of businesses accessing Growth Hub intervention
and support

Create advanced and
connected work spaces
and communities

= Percentage increase of digital connectivity

= Decrease in road network pinch points

= Percentage of new commercial space completed

= Percentage of brownfield sites bough forward for re-
development

= Business start-up and closure rates

= Number of businesses in the district

Reduce carbon and
ecological impacts

= |ncrease in carbon neutral ways of working including: net
zero utilities, increase in retro fitting, increase of solar and
wind powered businesses and net zero delivery methods

= Number of emerging green tech businesses in the District

=  Number of retrofitting commercial sites

= Decrease in reliance on fossil fuels of commercial sites

= Increase in active travel for commuting

Boost our market
towns and rural vitality

= Decrease in Town Centre vacancy rates

= |ncreased Town Centre footfall rates

= |ncreased connectivity of hinterland locations in the
district

® |ncrease in sustainable businesses within market towns
and rural locations

Support inward
investment into the
local economy

= |ncrease in number of day and overnight visitors

= |ncrease in tourist spend in the District

= Increase number of skilled workforce in the sector

= Increase in GVA

= |ncrease in number of new businesses queries considering
relocating to the District

= Retention of current tourism and hospitality businesses




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy

Our Priority Sectors

Retail and Hospitality

Manufacturing and Advanced Engineering

Hospitality businesses are the Districts cafés,
restaurants, pubs, bars and nightlife businesses
such as nightclubs.

The retail sector is any business that sell goods
through stores, or online through the internet.

Manufacturing and advanced engineering
businesses are those who produce goods with
the use of raw products. They utilise innovative
technologies and methods to do so; offering
improved competitiveness and productivity
levels.




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy
The Commitments

Retail & Hospitality

Manufacturing & Advanced Engineering

Proposed Commitments
Be an Enabler as a partner and policy | Be an Encourager informing and
maker by incentivising locally led action by

Key Economic
Objectives Be an Exemplar in our own estates
and practices by

Improve skills and
ambitions in the
District

1. Take on apprentices and 1. Continue to work with 1. Utilise websites focussed on

upskill staff within the Council partners such as DWP to careers ad skills support such

owned hospitality trade
through our recruitment
methods and HR practices

support residents to take up
retraining and back to work
opportunities within the retail
and hospitality sectors.

as the skills portal and careers
hub, these sites offer support
and information on next steps
when considering careers
change and retraining.




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy
The Commitments

Retail & Hospitality

Manufacturing & Advanced Engineering




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy
The Commitments

Retail & Hospitality

Manufacturing & Advanced Engineering

1. Promote the higher skills 1. Work with education providers 1. Take up apprenticeship
requirements of the sector to increase uptake of courses opportunities at all levels in
through events, job fairs and that encourages innovative the sector, ensuring the
networking. and prosperous ways of Districts manufacturing an

working for the sector and advanced engineering
continues to see GVA businesses have access to their
increases. required skills

Create advanced and
connected work spaces
and communities




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy

The Commitments

Create new procurement
policies that enable Council
owned food and beverage
businesses to utilise local
supply chain

Retail & Hospitality

Manufacturing & Advanced Engineering

Continue to highlight the
needs of businesses to
partners to ensure all retail
and food and beverage outlets
have access to reliable and fast
internet connectivity, giving
them the chance to utilise
modern payment methods
Enable ancillary uses in
business parks through the
Councils Local Plan policies

Retail and Hospitality




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy

The Commitments

Continue to develop policies
that increase the connectivity
of our rural hinterlands, both
physically and digitally,
including the continued
improvements to the canal
corridor as an active
commuting route

Retail & Hospitality

Tourism & Visitor Economy

Agriculture, Agritech & Rural Diversification

Manufacturing & Advanced Engineering

1. Work with public transport
providers and the County
Council to develop better
access for our hinterland
locations

1. Take up improved digital

connectivity that will increase
the reliability of the service to
rural locations

Prioritise the marketing of
Growth Hub activities for the
sector and increase the uptake
of support, particularly for our
small and medium business
base to ensure they capitalise
on opportunities currently
available.

1. Plan for new business parks to
meet the needs of the sector
to be located in accessible
areas through Local Plan
policies, identifying and
delivering major employment
sites with key infrastructure

Support the sectors
accessibility of a local supply
chain, encouraging a circular
economy and retain spend
within the District, evidencing
we are an innovative and a
forward thinking business
destination.

Take up support to attend
trade shows through provision
provided by the GFirst LEP,
Growth Hub and local
government support such as
DIT




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy

The Commitments

Retail & Hospitality

Manufacturing & Advanced Engineering

Reduce carbon and
ecological impacts

Initiate a programme of
measures at Council owned
public parking facilities at retail
centres to support modal shift
to active travel and public
transport

Improve the connectivity and
access of public transport
across Stroud Districts retail
centres and working with
partners to utilise green travel
methods

& Engineering

Support businesses to access
food standards in
environmental health and
understand how they can
reduce food waste




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy
The Commitments

Retail & Hospitality

Manufacturing & Advanced Engineering

2. Enable the Districts hospitality 2. Encourage the Districts food
businesses to reduce their and beverage and retail
ecological impact through businesses to utilise
increased local supply chains sustainable delivery methods

and improving their carbon
food print and consider how
they access community farms
and orchards.




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy

The Commitments

Develop procurement policy
and practices to support local
food production and local
supply chains

Retail & Hospitality

Tourism & Visitor Economy

Agriculture, Agritech & Rural Diversification

Manufacturing & Advanced Engineering

Promote the funding initiatives
to businesses in rural locations
to make both sustainable
improvements and encourage
positive land use practices
such as tree planting, re-
wilding and natural flood
management to the Districts
eco-system to commercial
properties

Encourage businesses in rural
locations to take up funding
initiatives and business
support that is available
through partners including
growth hubs to transition to
sustainable practices

Support procurement from
local businesses within the
sector that can demonstrate
development of low carbon
goods and services

Explore agri-tech opportunities
for businesses and how they
can be supported to create
carbon neutral farms with
improved access to technology
Develop and deliver planning
policies for new development
achieves a net zero carbon
standard and utilise renewable
heat networks

Encourage the business base
to consider modern practices
that enable them to be
greener through higher energy
efficiency and low carbon
production. We will do this
through encouraging the shift
to net zero practices through
awards and accreditations.

Boost our market
towns and rural vitality

Retrofit and repurpose, where
appropriate, Council owned

Continue to work with
transport bodies to develop

Work in partnership with
transport bodies to reduce air




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy

The Commitments

Use Council land to support
the regeneration proposals
that will positively impact the
retail and the night time
economy

Retail & Hospitality

Manufacturing & Advanced Engineering

Look to new ways of working
within retail centres including
“bank hubs” and maximise the
opportunities for health hubs
that bring back essential
services for communities and
businesses alike

1.

Develop an online presence for
the Districts retail and
hospitality businesses by
disseminating best practice
and sharing social media
campaigns




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy

The Commitments

Retail & Hospitality
Tourism & Visitor Economy

Agriculture, Agritech & Rural Diversification
Manufacturing & Advanced Engineering

The Council will employ a
dedicated resource to support
the market towns vitality and
connection to rural hinterland,
seeking to support recovery
through the delivery of unique
initiatives to each location

for our rural and hinterland
rural attractions

Develop and deliver Local Plan 1. Access and spend at local food
policies that will enable rural markets where the districts
diversification businesses bring produce to

market and encourage visitors
to engage in the town

Investigate the opportunity for
delivering start up units and
shared working space for
manufacturing and advanced
engineering businesses,
reducing their barriers to
market

Work with partners, from the 1. Investin our well connected
private and public sectors to rural locations through
ensure advanced engineering effective marketing of the
and manufacturing businesses Districts hinterlands

are well connected and are
confident working from our
rural locations with excellent
access to business parks




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy
The Commitments

Retail & Hospitality

Manufacturing & Advanced Engineering

2. Identify potential site
opportunities that meet the
needs for businesses by
delivering a holistic, one stop
shop support system for
businesses through the Council

Support inward
investment into the
local economy

1. Continue to deliver support for 1. Support retail and hospitality 1. Encourage our retail and
the food and farmers markets businesses access sector hospitality businesses to better
through use of the land and specific support through key promote their offers with
effective marketing organisations such as the access to increased skills of
Growth Hub effective online marketing




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy
The Commitments

Retail & Hospitality
Tourism & Visitor Economy

Agriculture, Agritech & Rural Diversification
Manufacturing & Advanced Engineering

Support the retail and
hospitality businesses in the
District through promotion of
their services

1. Promote the Council’s and
districts assets through
branded campaigns, both in
partnership with Destination
Management Organisations
and as Stroud District Council

Work with neighbouring
authorities and Destination
Management Organisations to
create and coordinate
accessible tourism information

Encourage businesses to better
promote themselves and
increase the visibility of their
businesses online including
taking up support through
partner and business support
channels

1. Promote best practice through
our local food and drink
production that will support to
identify the District as a
preferred place to do business

Promote available Agri-tech
courses at Higher and Further
Education facilities to enable
our businesses access
development opportunities
that offer improved
productivity

Encourage new ways of
working and attendance of
exhibitions for rural business
owners to alter their work
practices to ways that support
inward investment




DRAFT Economic Development Strategy

The Commitments

Retail & Hospitality

Tourism & Visitor Economy

Agriculture, Agritech & Rural Diversification

Manufacturing & Advanced Engineering

Support the website offer and
one stop shop approach of
Councils support to businesses
through a dedicated resource
for the sector and promoting
the district as a location for
advanced engineering

Attract investment
opportunities through the new
place prospectus, with a
focussed approach on the
promotion on the sector

Work in partnership with LEP
to develop funding bids for
investment into local
businesses and improving local
infrastructure

Encouraging the take up of
existing support networks
within the sector through the
support available including the
Growth Hub and national
support on offer




CANAL REJUVENATION WORKING GROUP (CRWG).

Notes on Meeting (Zoom) held 14th Sept. 2021

Attendees: Councillors Pam Swain, John Callinan.

Marcus Dixon — ShIPS.

Apologies received from Councillors Gary Powell, David Thorpe.
Debbie Curtis.

Councillor Swain welcomed members to the Canal Rejuvenation Working Group at the same time apologising for the
short notice given for this meeting.

Councillor Swain opened the meeting with an explanation of recent events associated with the changes made to the
Public Consultation document (paper copy).

The sequence of events are listed below: -

1. The CRWG agreed the wording of the consultation document at their meeting on 1% Sept.
A recommendation was made to the Environment Committee and agreed at their meeting of 7™ Sept (E/382
refers).

2. Asagreed at a previous CRWG meeting a copy of the Consultation Document was sent to
Stroud District Council (SDC) for their information (6 Sept).
SDC responded requesting a meeting on the 13"Sept. between Council officers to discuss operational matters.
An email was circulated later that day with the suggestions made by SDC and the response of Stonehouse Town
Council officers.

3. At the Town Council meeting (13" Sept) a copy of the Consultation Document was circulated. It had been
revised to reflect the SDC officer’s suggestions made at the earlier meeting that day.
A discussion took place as to whether the word ‘affordable’ should be replaced with the word ‘social’. Councillor
Gibbs suggested the word affordable be removed leaving ‘Council built housing’. Councillor Gibbs’s suggestion
was formally moved and seconded as an amendment and unanimously passed.
Stonehouse Town Council voted unanimously to accept the Environment Committee’s recommendation with
amendment.

The members present at this CRWG meeting expressed their disappointment that the meeting between officers
of both councils had not taken place earlier. If it had more time would have been available for meaningful
discussion within the working group.

The working group hoped that in future, meetings between councils allow sufficient time for proper discussion
by those involved.

Some small anomalies were highlighted with the Consultation Document (paper copy)
a. Clarification is need on the relevance of the * and **. Is it clear what they refer to?
b. Can the convoluted alpha numeric associated with the Survey Monkey address be shortened?

Delivery of Consultation Document (Paper Copy).

Councillor Swain explained to the members that the previously hoped for delivery schedule was not achievable.
Suppliers of a direct delivery service were unable to meet our hoped for commencement date.

It was agreed that insertion of the Consultation Document (paper copy) into the centre section of the
Stonehouse News should be considered a backstop and that members and officers would continue to search for
a company that could complete a direct delivery within or as near to our original schedule as possible. The
Stonehouse News is due for delivery sometime during week commencing 25™ Oct.



4. Rachel Russell (Deputy Clerk) has revised the wording included on both documents in order to comply with the
Data Protection Act requirements and also reference Stonehouse Town Council’s Data Protection Policy.

5.

Rachel has also tweaked the Survey Monkey content and layout to ensure only one response can be made per
person. Further confirmation is needed as to the effectiveness.

The following points were raised with regard to the process for the Public Consultation along with the counting
of votes :

Permission to locate the collection boxes for responses to the Public Consultation should be obtained
from the following organisations and businesses.

The Co-op, adjacent to the Post Office counter; Wynne’s Café; The Bridge Café; The Globe; The Woolpack;
Town Hall and Library.

Councillor Powell from the Chair of the Town Council meeting (13" Sept) restated the requirement for
Stonehouse Town Council Staff and/or Officers be responsible for the distribution and the collection of the
sealed collection boxes.

Marcus suggested that a space adjacent to the Ship Inn site also be added to the proposed list of Rolling
Road Shows!

Town Green

Green space at bottom of Medway Road

Green space in centre of Park Estate.

Other areas would be considered.

All members are asked to identify what should be considered as a ‘spoilt ‘paper and bring their suggestions
to the next meeting.

The following suggestions have been made for data to be collected from the Public Consultation

The number of the people participating in the consultation.

The separation by age-group numbers.

Recording the total number for option 1 and option 2

Checking that duplication has not occurred.

Post code spread.

This list is not exhaustive.

Post meeting note:

a.
b.

Creative Sustainability is not a SDC officer.

The word affordable should also be removed from the 3™ para of the opening statement as well as the
question.

Marcus to advise when collection boxes would be available for collection.

The Chair of Stonehouse Town Council who is also member of the CRWG could supervise the opening of the
Collection boxes and the counting of votes. Could the Vice Chair of Council also be asked to help with the
supervision process?

Date of next meeting (Zoom)? Wed. 22nd Sept. 9am. To be confirmed.



CANAL REJUVENATION WORKING GROUP (CRWG).

Notes on Meeting (Zoom) held 9.00am 22nd Sept. 2021

Attendees: Councillors Pam Swain, David Thorpe, John Callinan.

Marcus Dixon — ShIPS,

Debbie Curtis.

Apologies received from Councillor Gary Powell.

Councillor Swain welcomed members to the Canal Rejuvenation Working Group meeting.
Delivery Update

The previously circulated quotation from MDL Kelex was discussed and it was agreed that 4,000 was
the appropriate number of copies required for the consultation.

The planned delivery dates of the Public Consultation Paper is now the 4™ and 5" October.
Councillor Swain advised that the intended delivery company would be Leaflet Poster Delivery
(Darren), the delivery cost being £360.00 + VAT. This amount was previously advised to the
Environment Committee on 7" Sept.

A suggestion was made that a small number of banners would help publicise the consultation, the
thought being that 2 or 3 banners would be sufficient. Costs are not known.

Clarifications from previous meeting

1. The position of * and ** on the document
* Will be positioned adjacent to Name
** Will be positioned adjacent to Under 18
An explanatory note will be added at the bottom of the page explaining the reason for * and
* %

2. The alphanumeric link to the Survey Monkey site will be replaced by a QR code. Debbie and
Marcus are to liaise with Rachel Russell (Deputy Clerk) in setting up this link.

3. Confirmation that the word ‘affordable’ has been removed from the 3™ para of the opening
statement, as well as from the question.

4. The Stonehouse Town Council logo should be displayed on the top of the Consultation

paper.
Definition of a Spoilt paper

Considerable discussion took place as to the criteria for deciding whether a paper should be
considered valid or void. The meeting suggested the following: -

Vote Not Counted if
a. No post code provided
b. The post code provided is not prefixed GL10

Vote Counted

a. If name not given
b. If age range not specified
c. Ifthe reason section has been left blank



d. If the highlighted option is not a circle but is still obvious
e. Where a choice is clearly made for both options.

Rolling Roadshows
The following dates and places were proposed:-

1. Town Green - 3™ Oct, 10am — 2pm.

2. Centre of the Park Estate - 16" Oct, 10am — 2pm.

3. Site adjacent to the old Ship Inn site - 30" Oct 10am — 2pm.
The logistical arrangements for each event will be organised independently of this Working
Group. It is expected that a combination of Councillors and volunteers will obtain the
necessary equipment for each presentation. The obtaining and setting up of tables, gazebos,
banners, leaflets will be organised separately.

Councillor Thorpe expressed the view that, at Road Show events, canvassing should be avoided and
encouragement to participate in the Public Consultation emphasised.

Clarification was sought from the Town Clerk, who also confirmed that canvassing was inappropriate
and encouraging the public to participate was the best way to deliver a Public Consultation.

The following points are still to be confirmed:

a. Has permission been given to locate the collection boxes for responses to the Public
Consultation from the following organisations and businesses?
The Co-op, adjacent to the Post Office counter; Wynne’s Café; The Bridge Café; The
Globe; The Woolpack; Town Hall and Library.

b. Have arrangements been made with Marcus and Stonehouse Town Council Staff and/or
Officers for the collection and distribution of the sealed collection boxes?

Post meeting note:

Should the focus of the 27™ Oct meeting be the confirmation of the process and timetable of
box opening, counting, data collection and announcement of the result?

Confirmation that both Chair and Vice Chair of Council will supervise the event.

Date of next meeting Wed. 27th Oct. 9am. Place to be confirmed.



STONEHOUSE
TOWN COUNCIL

Stonehouse Town Council

Virtual Meeting on Microsoft Teams

Councillors: Pam Swain, Carol Kambites and Neil Gibbs

Communications Officer Jayne Bailey, Town Clerk Carlos Novoth and Community
Member Theresa Watt

Thursday 7th October at 9am

Stonehouse Rotary Float

Neil explained that Rotary are proposing doing two or three nights for the float to go
around Stonehouse so that every area is covered to maximise collections. He said that
they would need the support of the Town Council, as they have ageing members who
would not be able to manage it plus it would be more straightforward to use our truck
to tow the float. Carlos will check out the insurance aspect.

It was thought that 2 consecutive evenings after Goodwill would be preferable and 9%
and 10" December was proposed. Neil will go back to Rotary to discuss and also to
set out how money will be collected as knocking on individual doors is time-consuming
and probably not advisable because of Covid. If we have enough volunteers,
someone could walk ahead of the float with a bell, to alert householders that the
procession is on its way and to come out with their cash. We will not encourage card
payments, as again this is more time-consuming, but will instead, give residents the
option of giving online. Neil to look at setting up a JustGiving page.

Pam, Neil and Theresa will meet next Wednesday to decide on routes (north/south
Stonehouse) so that we can get them in the next Stonehouse News. Jayne to send the
route used for last year.

Goodwill

We discussed the option of shortening the event as all activities will be held outdoors
this year and, if it is cold, there won’t be an opportunity to go indoors to warm-up
(particularly for older residents and those with very young children). Therefore, the
event will be held between 2pm and 5pm. Father Christmas can switch on at 5pm after
being driven up the High Street followed by children and families. Jayne to make
enquiries about the open-top car and apply for a temporary road closure (4.30 to 5pm).
We have paid a deposit for 20 stalls with Sketts. Because of anticipated rules being
brough back in for social distancing, we can either reduce the number of stalls or
space them out more. The latter option was preferred. We will need to set out where
they can go once we receive bookings.

If we are going to have choirs, we will need to sort out getting a trailer and drapes
organised. Pam is going to check with the schools (including Hopelands) to see if they
want to do it.

LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME
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We have booked the Stanley Strummers ukele band but we will need to either book
another band or arrange for piped Christmas music to be played in the background.
Jayne will speak to Jan.

Once all arrangements have been confirmed, there will be design and print costs for
promoting the events and the Rotary carol float processions.

Next meeting
2pm on 14th October in the Town Hall.
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Notes of Recreation Working Group meeting, Oldends Lane Pavilion, 7pm, 5 October 2021

Present: Clirs Neil Gibbs, Pam Swain,
Matt Neale, Resident
Rachel Russell, Deputy Clerk

1. Stagholt Field

a) NG explained proposals for Stagholt Field included an extension of the allotments and
environmental improvements such as a possible community orchard and wild play area. The
drainage was too poor for the Field to be used for sports which is why Town Council are looking
at other uses.

b) RR has received initial legal advice that:

e varying the covenant on Stagholt Field, which currently allows for sports field and affordable
housing would be required

e recommended that a future variation allows for a variety of community uses to reduce the need
to obtain deed of variation in relation to each new use

e deed would be drafted by GCC and cost of STC’s solicitor checking would be up to £750.

RR to provide further information requested to solicitor.

RR to chase advice from SDC planning on whether permission required for allotment extension.
NG to invite Allotments Association to next RWG meeting.

NG pointed out information from National Allotment Society:

https://www.nsalg.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2012/09/A5 Creating a new allotment site LR.pdf

“If you wish to create a new allotment site, the first thing that you need to know is whether the land
that has been identified for the new site is currently agricultural land or not. The definition of
agricultural includes; land used for horticulture, fruit growing, seed growing and the keeping of
livestock. Under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, you should not need to seek planning
permission to turn agricultural land into allotments; however, if the land falls outside this category
then you will always require permission. It is always advisable to speak to your local planning
authority for clarification”

c) It was agreed that public consultation on proposals will be January 2022 to give time to prepare
and ensure some gap after other consultations.

d) Consultation material to include information on proposed extension to allotments and choice of
images re proposed environmental improvements to Stagholt Field. MN suggested using photos
showing people using places in the consultation material.

NG to take some photos of allotments.
RR to begin drafting consultation material.

e) Funding and other support
NG advised Rotary Club are keen to fund green projects. Nuclear Electric Company interested in
contributing.
NG to check possible donations/in kind help available.
NG to invite Stroud Valleys Project to next meeting — they have experience of similar projects.


https://www.nsalg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/A5_Creating_a_new_allotment_site_LR.pdf
https://www.nsalg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/A5_Creating_a_new_allotment_site_LR.pdf

MN to do some research on possible grant funders, including the Gloucestershire VCS funding
bulletin -updated regularly at the following page: https://www.glosvcsalliance.org.uk/latest-

news/funding

2. Meadow Road

a) Refurbishment of play areas needed. Space between two current areas could be incorporated
better into whole site. Consideration needs to be given to accessibility of equipment and site.

b) Suggested start date for consultation: March 2022.

PS to start organising a tree planting event for Meadow Rd
NG to seek helpers for event.


https://www.glosvcsalliance.org.uk/latest-news/funding
https://www.glosvcsalliance.org.uk/latest-news/funding

Action points from meeting of Stonehouse Town Council PROW working Group, 15 October 2021

Present: ClIrs. Armstrong (RA) & Gibbons (MG), J Gallagher (JG), R Russell (RR), Deputy Clerk.

1.

Priorities for Working group

MG reported that there is very little evidence of a possible historic path at Moreton Hall/Standish.

Recommendation to Town Environment Committee: That the priorities for PROW working group are:

a)

b)

a)

b)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

Gathering user evidence for an application to GCC to have tracks on Doverow Hill added to Rights
of Way map
Gathering historic evidence re path over river at Bonds Mill

Footpaths Doverow Hill
RA/RR reported back from meeting with GCC PROW officer and then with farmers at Far Westrip on
8™ October.

Landowners reported issues with dog faeces, rubbish and damage to gates. They are willing to
continue with improvements to existing paths. Two areas prone to mud and options to mitigate this
were discussed on site.

Landowners were advised that Town Council would continue to collect user evidence re other tracks
on Doverow Hill area with a view to submitting and application for a Designated Map Modification
Order.

Options to deal with sections of existing footpaths prone to being muddy and slippy (see map at end
of notes) were discussed on the site visit. Landowners can provide gravel; GCC can arrange
volunteers from Cotwold way Association to carry out work. Working group agreed the following
recommendation.

Recommendation to Town Environment Committee:

MST64 -Steep section through woodland: gravel section would not be in keeping with
surroundings. It would be preferable to allow access at edge of adjacent field which is easier
walking.

MST41 - Section at top of hill prone to mud: agreed that gravel surface would improve the
accessibility of this section.

RA/JG to continue to collect user evidence forms re tracks on Doverow and check completed fully.

RR to e-mail STC councillors re completing User Evidence forms.

RA/MG to investigate contacting a previous tenant farmer of some of the land on Doverow Hill.

RR to contact Modifications Order team at GCC re:

e possible application based on historic evidence to reinstate footpath at Bonds Mill and ask re
cost of reinstating a footbridge.

e Do GCC have historic records of when stiles were installed on paths on Doverow as seems to

have been landowner there until recently?

RA has sent a proposed walk to Cotswold Way Association for addition to their website. Hasn’t head
from them yet but will chase in a month or so.



Map showing areas prone to mud MST64 & MST41 (circled in red):

Open Street Map Data 2021, Crown copyright and database rights 2021 Ordnance Survey 100019134
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