
Minutes (subject to agreement at the next Committee meeting) of a meeting of the 

Town Environment Committee at the Library, High Street, Stonehouse, GL10 2NG 

held on Monday 13th December 2021 at 7pm. 

Present: Councillors Rachel Armstrong, Carol Kambites (Vice Chair of Council, 

Committee Chair), Neil Gibbs, Gary Powell (Chair of Council), Val Randell, Pam Swain, 

Keith Terry. 

In attendance: Two residents, Rachel Russell, Deputy Clerk (Minutes) 

 
Public Participation 
 
Two residents spoke regarding planning application 21/2701/FUL by Dairy Partners Ltd.  
A resident explained that the site is between residential areas. He had spoken to 
Pentadel, a project management company working on the application. They had advised 
him that drainage and other works were required around the earth bund, originally built 
to block noise from the site. The works entailed accessing the site along a narrow path, 
removing a section of the bund, building a concrete/stone wall and providing a concrete 
base for refrigeration units. The detail of this work is not clear from the documents 
shown on line in relation to the application. The resident wants to see an acoustic report 
and is concerned about the lack of detail on any work to the bund and on the dimensions 
of the proposed wall.  

Another resident was concerned that the bund might be taken down. She advised that 
there was a planning condition that the bund should be planted but this had never been 
done. 
 
E/439 To receive apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllr David Thorpe. 
 

E/440 Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
E/441 To approve the minutes of the Town Environment Committee meeting held on 

22nd November 2021 
The minutes of the meeting of 22nd November 2021 were agreed as a true record. All in 
favour. 
 
E/442 To comment on planning applications as listed 
 
21/2701/FUL Dairy Partners Ltd, Brunel Way, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire. 
Renovation and extension of an existing use class B2 food production facility and 
associated yard and landscape works. 
 



OBJECTION: The application documents are not full or clear, particularly in relation 
to work to and around the existing bund. Insufficient information is included on the 
planned works, access during the works and impact on residents especially in relation 
to construction work and noise from the factory. Clear information is required to 
demonstrate that residents will not be inconvenienced during and after construction.  
A planning officer should visit the site to consider the plans in detail. Full plans and 
information should be available on-line. The conditions of 08/1673/DISCON have not 
been met; Condition 6 required compliance with Plan reference 645-wd-103 in 
relation to the acoustic fence and bund details; this condition has still not been met 
as no shrub planting has been carried out on the bund. 
 
Two residents left the meeting. 
 
21/2449/HHOLD 10 Kings Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2EZ. 
Erection of single storey rear extensions 
No observations.  
 
21/2744/REM  Parcel H17, H18 & H20 Land West Of Stonehouse, Grove 

Lane, Westend, Stonehouse. 
Reserved Matters Application: Erection of 131 no. dwellings, landscaping, infrastructure 
& associated works pursuant to outline planning permission S.14/0810/OUT. 

COMMENT: Tree planting and landscaping schemes should be high quality and 
sustainable. All trees and planting should be appropriate for the location, and 
aftercare and maintenance must be considered. Trees and other plants should be 
sourced from nurseries with appropriate biosecurity credentials; UK-grown where 
possible or, if imported, then quarantined for an appropriate period of time. 

Stonehouse Town Council has adopted The Stonehouse Community Arboretum 
Management Plan - A tree and woodland strategy for Stonehouse; the proposed tree 
planting and landscaping scheme should take account of the guidance in Chapter 6 on 
new tree planting. 

Eastington Parish Council’s comments are supported. 
 
21/2762/HHOLD 97 Ryelands Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2PG. 
Erection of rear extension 
No objection if no objections from neighbours. 
 
21/2606/HHOLD 45 Crescent Road, Bridgend, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire. 
Proposed single storey side and rear extensions. Dormer extension 
No objection if no objections from neighbours. 
 
21/2758/REM  Unit 1 Parcel E4 Land West of Stonehouse, Grove Lane, 

Westend, Stonehouse. 
Reserved Matters application for a proposed employment development (Class B2/B8) 
pursuant to outline planning permission S.14/0810/OUT including details of landscaping, 
design, scale, and layout. 
OBJECTION: The route of the footpath diversion is not clear.  

The number of bike parking spaces and car electric charging posts should be increased. 
The energy statement is inadequate; the opportunity to use green technology, for 
example PV solar panels, should be embraced in line with the emerging Stroud District 
Local Plan Strategic Objective SO5: Climate Change and Environmental Limits and 

https://www.stonehousetowncouncil.gov.uk/our-projects/stonehouse-community-arboretum/
https://www.stonehousetowncouncil.gov.uk/our-projects/stonehouse-community-arboretum/


consideration given to ensuring that the design aims for zero carbon development, 
sustainable construction techniques and provision of renewable or low carbon energy 
sources.  

The proposed size and possible height for Unit 1 is concerning: it could overlook and 
reduce light to the housing and gardens close by; a study of the shade cast by the 
proposed structure should be required. The unit could be visually oppressive and out 
of character when viewed from the Oldends Lane area recreation ground. 
Consideration should be given to smaller units in this area more suited to the 
residential and semi-rural context. 

Tree planting and landscaping schemes should be high quality and sustainable. All 
trees and planting should be appropriate for the location, and aftercare and 
maintenance must be considered. Trees and other plants should be sourced from 
nurseries with appropriate biosecurity credentials; UK-grown where possible or, if 
imported, then quarantined for an appropriate period of time. 

Stonehouse Town Council has adopted The Stonehouse Community Arboretum 
Management Plan - A tree and woodland strategy for Stonehouse; the proposed tree 
planting and landscaping scheme should take account of the guidance in Chapter 6 on 
new tree planting. Stonehouse Town Council would welcome an opportunity to meet 
with planners to discuss the application of The Stonehouse Community Arboretum 
Management Plan in the context of major development in the Stonehouse area. 
 
21/2759/REM  Unit 2 Parcel E4, Land West Of Stonehouse, Grove Lane, 

Westend. 
Reserved Matters application for a proposed employment development (Class B2/B8) 
pursuant to outline planning permission S.14/0810/OUT including details of landscaping, 
design, scale, and 
appearance 
OBJECTION: The route of the footpath diversion is not clear.  

The number of bike parking spaces and car electric charging posts should be increased. 
The energy statement is inadequate; the opportunity to use green technology, for 
example PV solar panels, should be embraced in line with the emerging Stroud District 
Local Plan Strategic Objective SO5: Climate Change and Environmental Limits and 
consideration given to ensuring that the design aims for zero carbon development, 
sustainable construction techniques and provision of renewable or low carbon energy 
sources.  

The proposed size and possible height for Unit 2 is concerning: it could overlook and 
reduce light to the housing and gardens close by; a study of the shade cast by the 
proposed structure should be required. The unit could be visually oppressive and out 
of character when viewed from the Oldends Lane area recreation ground. 
Consideration should be given to smaller units in this area more suited to the 
residential and semi-rural context. 

Tree planting and landscaping schemes should be high quality and sustainable. All 
trees and planting should be appropriate for the location, and aftercare and 
maintenance must be considered. Trees and other plants should be sourced from 
nurseries with appropriate biosecurity credentials; UK-grown where possible or, if 
imported, then quarantined for an appropriate period of time. 

Stonehouse Town Council has adopted The Stonehouse Community Arboretum 
Management Plan - A tree and woodland strategy for Stonehouse; the proposed tree 



planting and landscaping scheme should take account of the guidance in Chapter 6 on 
new tree planting. Stonehouse Town Council would welcome an opportunity to meet 
with planners to discuss the application of The Stonehouse Community Arboretum 
Management Plan in the context of major development in the Stonehouse area. 

 
21/2815/REM  Phase 4B Land West of Stonehouse, Great Oldbury Drive, 
Great Oldbury. 
Reserved Matters Application: Phase 4B Primary Infrastructure (Highway) 
No observations. 
 
Notification of the following planning consultation was received after the agenda had 
been prepared: 

21/2883/FUL  Land At The Rear Of 42, High Street, Stonehouse,  
Demolition of storage buildings and erection of a two bed detached single storey dwelling 
including change of use to residential 
SUPPORT: The proposal is supported, subject to the Environmental Health Officer’s 
requirements being met; there is a need for smaller unit housing in Stonehouse. 
 
E/443 To receive a report on planning decisions received from Stroud District Council, 

16 November 2021 to 6 December 2021 
The report was noted. 
 
E/444 To note meeting with site owner re 21/1712/VAR  Land Adjoining Station 

Road, Bristol Road, Stonehouse and agree action 
Cllr Kambites reported on a meeting attended by herself, Deputy Clerk and the site 
owner where an option was discussed of the Town Council’s objection to 21/1712/VAR 
being withdrawn should the bus turning circle be secured by a planning condition or 
other mechanism with a similar weight.  The Deputy Clerk reported that she had asked 
the planning officer about a possible planning condition and he had confirmed that he 
was examining options with GCC Highways. 
 
E/445 To receive a report on the Committee budget 
The report to 7 December 2021 with income at £10,359.56 and expenditure at 
£47,702.45 was noted. 

The Deputy Clerk reported that a number of reserves movements and virements were 
needed; these would be put to Town Council in January for approval. 

The Deputy Clerk reported that a replacement bin for Laburnum Field was needed due 
to damage to the existing bin, cost to be met from Amenity Areas budget. Deputy Clerk 
to put forward to Town Clerk requests for replacement bins at Upper Queens Road and 
Downton Road as existing bins are small and not enclosed. 
 
E/446 To consider a request from Stonehouse Climate Action Forum to continue Air 

Quality Monitoring for a further year from April 2022 and to fund a Climate 
Change Fair in 2022. 

It was agreed to continue Air Quality Monitoring from April 2022, cost to be met from 
2021-2022 Climate Change budget. All in favour. 
It was agreed to fund a repeat of the Climate Action Fayre held in February 2020 in 
March 2022; estimated costs of £350 to be met from Climate Change budget. 
 
 



E/447 To consider Town Environment Committee budget for 2022/2023 
The Committee made the following comments: 

• That an earmarked reserves for the Stagholt allotment extension is increased to 
£10,000. 

• Consideration is given to the maintenance cost for the land at Court View which the 
Town Council proposes to adopt. 

 
E/448 To agree a response to the Stroud District Council Canals Vision Survey 
A response for both Stonehouse and Ryeford areas was agreed. 
 
E/449 To receive report on progress of Restoring Your Railways scheme - re-opening 

of Stonehouse Bristol Road Station 
Councillor Kambites reported that she, the Deputy Clerk and an SDC officer had 
attended a meeting with Restoring Your Railways, Network Rail and GWR. The Re-
opening Stonehouse Bristol Road station scheme has a lead officer from each 
organisation. The funding is for a Strategic Outline Business Case (SOBC). Network Rail 
advised that this should be supported by a capacity study and they recommended this be 
undertaken by them. SDC plan to tender shortly for a consultant to undertake the SOBC.  

Deputy Clerk advised that there is currently limited staff capacity within both SDC and 
the Town Council for this project.  

It was noted that matters for consideration by HR Sub Committee included the Town 
Council’s need for increased administrative support and action regarding the previously 
agreed funding for a Project Officer role. 
 
E/450 To consider applying for Tree Preservation Orders for three trees in Verney 

Fields 
Cllr Armstrong was thanked for preparing the applications. 

It was agreed that the Deputy Clerk would send the applications to Stroud District Council. 
 
E/451 To consider a proposal regarding the lease of Verney Fields, Stonehouse. 
Some councillors expressed concern regarding using precept funds to pay for a lease. 
The potential of the site to give access to Doverow Wood was acknowledged. 

Deputy Clerk to contact Land Agent for the land for further information. 
 
E/452 To receive update from Stonehouse in Bloom 
Cllr. Swain gave a brief update. 
 
E/453 To receive reports from Working Groups and consider recommendations. 

Canal Rejuvenation Working Group, Events, Public Rights of Way (PROW), 
Recreation Working Group, Transport and Highways 

Canal Rejuvenation Working Group: consultation results are being disseminated. 

Events: Very successful Goodwill and Carol Float events have been held. Thanks were 
given to Cllr Swain and Jayne Bailey, Customer Services and Communications Officer for 
their hard work. 

PROW: Meeting with landowners at Westrip Farm to be held in January. 

Recreation Working Group: Cllr. Gibbs gave a brief update: 

• Planning consent for allotment extension is required. Allotments Association to 
provide revised plan after discussion during a site meeting. 



• More detailed legal advice to be sought. 

• Consultation on both allotments and nature site proposals for Stagholt to start in 
January 2022. 

Transport and Highways: Cllr. Terry is setting up a meeting for January 2022.  

• Working Group needs to look at actions required as a result of the recent 
Accessiblity Report. 

• There has been some improvement in bus services, although cancellations still 
occurring. 

 
E/454 Date of next Environment Committee meeting: 17 January 2021 

 



Financial Budget Comparison

Comparison between 01/04/21 and 07/12/21 inclusive.  Includes due and unpaid transactions. 

Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/21

Actual Net2021/2022 Balance Variance

for Town Environment Committee

Reserve

MovementsINCOME

Town Environment Committee

200 £1,646.00Stonehouse in Bloom £0.00 £0.00 0.00%£1,646.00

205 £700.00Event Income/Donations £0.00 £700.00 100.00%£0.00

210 £0.00Planting Sponsorship £0.00 £0.00 0.00%£0.00

215 £8,013.56Grants £0.00 £4,016.23 100.00%£3,997.33

£10,359.56£0.00 £4,716.23Total Town Environment Committee 100.00%£5,643.33

EXPENDITURE

Town Environment Committee

1190 £30,462.50Amenity Areas £37,500.00 £19,020.50 -50.72%£11,983.00

2000 £0.00Christmas Lights £5,000.00 £5,000.00 -100.00%£0.00

2005 £0.00Climate Change £2,000.00 £2,000.00 -100.00%£0.00

2010 £6,374.54In Bloom £7,000.00 £625.46 -8.94%£0.00

2020 £2,912.46Street Furniture/Bus Shelters £2,000.00 -£912.46 45.62%£0.00

2030 £0.00Traffic Calming/Transport 
Studies

£0.00 £0.00 0.00%£0.00

2040 £0.00Town Greens Maintenance £0.00 £0.00 0.00%£0.00

2050 £6,948.95Cultural Events & Studies £5,000.00 -£1,948.95 38.98%£0.00

2060 £464.00Signage £300.00 -£164.00 54.67%£0.00

2070 £540.00Town Centre Partnership £0.00 £0.00 0.00%£540.00

2080 £0.00Neighbourhood Plan Review £4,000.00 £4,000.00 -100.00%£0.00

2090 £0.00Planning Specialist Advice £1,000.00 £1,000.00 -100.00%£0.00

£47,702.45£63,800.00 £28,620.55Total Town Environment Committee -44.86%£12,523.00
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E/458 Planning Applications for comment 
 
21/2760/VAR  Land Near Horsetrough Roundabout, Ebley Road, Stonehouse  
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) on Planning permission S.19/1905/FUL to revise the design, 
remove glazing and simplify the construction  
  
19/0291/FUL  Stroudwater Canal Phase 1B, Eastington,  
Reinstatement of the 'Missing Mile' section of the Stroudwater Navigation and development of 
associated infrastructure including locks, mooring basins, car parking, cafe/pub and leisure facilities 
building with combined office and residence for basin manager  
 
21/2944/FUL  Flat 2, Anavrin, St Cyrils Road, Stonehouse 
Erection of extension 
 
21/2724/TPO  TPO 517, Bristol Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire. 
Tree Preservation Order: Work to five trees- fell three trees (T1, T3, T5), reduce (pollard) two 
trees(T2,T4) 

 
E/459 Planning Results received from Stroud District Council from 7 December 2021 to 10 January 2022   
(N.O. = NO OBSERVATIONS)  
 
21/2567/HHOLD 10 Sydney, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2PU. 
Garage conversion, single storey extension & provision of parking space 
COMMENT  CONSENT 
 
21/2652/ADV  7 High Street, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2NN. 
1 no. replacement sign. 
SUPPORT  CONSENT 
 
21/2530/HHOLD 8A Gloucester Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2PB. 
Amendments to drive 
COMMENT  WITHDRAWN 
 
 

https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=R2TRXJPN0D300
https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=PMM6LIPNGE300
https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=R3WHTEPN0B900
https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=R2NQG5PNGPS00
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Notes on Agenda items, Town Environment Committee, 17 January 2022 

E/460 To consider 
a further change to 
the proposed 
parking changes for 
the High Street 

Town Council on 6th December accepted the following recommendation from  
TEC: 
 
TC2721 To receive the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting of 
22nd Nov ‘21 and approve the following recommendations and 
receive the noted report: 
• E/422 – To request that GCC draws up a Traffic Regulation 
Order for consultation for changes to parking in and around 
Shared Space as follows: 
o Replace the bay to the South of the exit from Laburnum 
Road with planters, replace bay to the North with a 
clearly marked loading bay. 
o Subject to consultation with business owners, two 
permanent short stay parking places are provided in 
the area outside Wynn’s and Harry Daniel’s. 
o Additional planters of a suitable height to be provided 
as existing wooden planters not suitable for proposed 
location. 
 
Broomhall’s have since let the Town Council know that they want to retain two 
parking spaces outside their shop rather than loading bay. Environment 
Committee to consider amending the request to GCC in the light of this 
comment. 
 
Broomhall’s find the short stay parking spaces beneficial to their business and 
suggest they benefit the other businesses on that part of the High Street. 
The request for a loading bay was in order to provide better visibility for road 
users exiting from Laburnum Road. 

E/461 To receive a 
report on 
Committee Budget 

Some budgets are overspent. 
See spreadsheet for virements and reserves movements to be recommended to 
full Town Council. 
 

E/463 To receive 
report on progress 
of Restoring Your 
Railways scheme re 
Bristol Road 
Station and 
consider any 
recommendations 
from Bristol Road 
Station Working 
Group 

See progress report January 2022 by Stroud DC to Department for Transport 
Restoring Your Railways scheme. 
 
Bristol Road station working group met on 11 January 2022 and recommend 
the adoption of a two tier governance structure for managing the production of 
a Strategic Outline Business Case similar to the model adopted by the 
Wellington and Collumpton Station group. They also want to see continued 
engagement with a wider set of stakeholders. Proposed governance structure: 
 
Project Board (meets quarterly):  
MP, SDC Councillors and Officers, GCC Councillors and Officers, Stonehouse 
Town Council, LEP, Network Rail, GWR, Rail Future, Resident/passenger.  
Steering Group (meets monthly or as required): 
SDC & STC officers, NR lead, GWR lead, Dept for Transport Lead 
 
 

E/464 To agree a 
recommendation 

Consultation information can be viewed at: 
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to Town Council on 
a response to 
Stroud District 
Council’s economic 
development 
strategy 
consultation 

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/about-the-council/have-
your-say/consultations/the-economic-development-strategy 
 
Key questions from Stroud DC: 
 
Does the vision meet the overarching needs of the District? 

Do you agree with the key economic objectives and commitments outlined? 

Do you feel we have the correct priority sectors outlined in the District? 

What are the top three priority sectors for your area? (We have identified three 
key sectors for each parish cluster area. Have we got these right?) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/about-the-council/have-your-say/consultations/the-economic-development-strategy
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/about-the-council/have-your-say/consultations/the-economic-development-strategy


Financial Budget Comparison

Comparison between 01/04/21 and 11/01/22 inclusive.  Includes due and unpaid transactions. 

Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/21

Actual Net2021/2022 Balance Bal %age

for Town Environment Committee

Reserve

MovementsINCOME

Town Environment Committee

200 £1,832.82Stonehouse in Bloom £0.00 £186.82 100.00%£1,646.00

205 £2,800.00Event Income/Donations £0.00 £2,800.00 100.00%£0.00

210 £0.00Planting Sponsorship £0.00 £0.00 0.00%£0.00

215 £9,013.56Grants £0.00 £5,016.23 100.00%£3,997.33

£13,646.38£0.00 £8,003.05Total Town Environment Committee 100.00%£5,643.33

EXPENDITURE

Town Environment Committee

1190 £30,852.50Amenity Areas £37,500.00 £18,630.50 -49.68%£11,983.00

2000 £4,167.80Christmas Lights £5,000.00 £832.20 -16.64%£0.00

2005 £0.00Climate Change £2,000.00 £2,000.00 -100.00%£0.00

2010 £6,655.60In Bloom £7,000.00 £344.40 -4.92%£0.00

2020 £3,284.46Street Furniture/Bus Shelters £2,000.00 -£1,284.46 64.22%£0.00

2030 £0.00Traffic Calming/Transport 
Studies

£0.00 £0.00 0.00%£0.00

2040 £0.00Town Greens Maintenance £0.00 £0.00 0.00%£0.00

2050 £7,621.45Cultural Events & Studies £5,000.00 -£2,621.45 52.43%£0.00

2060 £464.00Signage £300.00 -£164.00 54.67%£0.00

2070 £540.00Town Centre Partnership £0.00 £0.00 0.00%£540.00

2080 £0.00Neighbourhood Plan Review £4,000.00 £4,000.00 -100.00%£0.00

2090 £0.00Planning Specialist Advice £1,000.00 £1,000.00 -100.00%£0.00

£53,585.81£63,800.00 £22,737.19Total Town Environment Committee -35.64%£12,523.00

Page 111/01/22    12:40 PM Vs: 8.67 Stonehouse Town Council



Virements & Reserve movements: Environment Committee (to be considered by Town Council 24 January 2022)

For information TEC 17 Jan 2021
Virements
From 2005 Climate change 2000 expected expenditure up to £1050 (Air Quality monitoring & Climate Change fair)

To 2010 Stonehouse in Bloom 491.6 To meet cost of 6 planters for OCG entrance
2060 Signage 164

655.6

Reserve movements 
From To
Budget Balance TransactionItem Reserve Reserve balanceAmount transactionBalance budget after reserves movements

From 2050 Cultural events and studies 5000 -2621.45 1987 Kingfisher purchase General 150,000 £3,000 £379

2020 Street furniture/Bus shelters 2000 -1284.46 2069

Repair of 
damaged 
bus stop

Bus 
shelter 
replacem
ent/repa
irs 16,000 £1,343.21 £59



 

Stonehouse Town Council Agenda Item Template 

Adopted April 2019 (TC 2150) 
To be reviewed May 2020 

Items must be submitted to give as much notice as possible but with the minimum of 5 clear days before a 
meeting date not including weekends or bank holidays. Items may be rejected or postponed if they are 
submitted too late, a power cannot be identified, the item requires further information, the item can be 
resolved by administration, or a form of words cannot be agreed.  The final decision regarding these reasons 
will be taken by the Proper Officer. 

To be completed by the Proper Officer 

Date Received by Proper Officer:   

  

Added to agenda of (Meeting):  Meeting Date:  Item no.  

 

Item Subject: (This is the same as the agenda item) 
Replacement planters for entrance to car park into the Old Chapel Garden 

Explanation of the proposal: 
There are currently six planters, three on the outside wall to Wynn’s café and three on the opposite wall. 
During the growing season they need daily watering, but even that is not satisfactory as much of the water 
drains straight through the compost.  
The proposal is to replace these with planters which have inbuilt reservoirs like those on the outside of the 
Town Hall and Library.   
 

Options: 
Replace planters with Amberol self watering troughs 

Costs and Funding Source 
4 x 720mm troughs with brackets and liners   = £534.00 
2 x 1000mm troughs with brackets and liners = £302.00 
                                                                      Total  =  £836.00 
Use money still in Stonehouse in Bloom budget 
 

Carbon emission implications 
Would appear to conform to current policy on Climate Change 

Status: for information / for decision 
For decision 

If for decision, Recommendations: 
That the Environment committee support this proposal 

Proposed by: 
Pam Swain 

Dated: 
6th January 2022 

 



 

Stonehouse Town Council Agenda Item Template 

Adopted April 2019 (TC 2150) 
To be reviewed May 2020 

Items must be submitted to give as much notice as possible but with the minimum of 5 clear days before a 
meeting date not including weekends or bank holidays. Items may be rejected or postponed if they are 
submitted too late, a power cannot be identified, the item requires further information, the item can be 
resolved by administration, or a form of words cannot be agreed.  The final decision regarding these reasons 
will be taken by the Proper Officer. 

To be completed by the Proper Officer 

Date Received by Proper Officer:   

  

Added to agenda of (Meeting):  Meeting Date:  Item no.  

 

Item Subject: (This is the same as the agenda item) 
Necessary tree work 

Explanation of the proposal: 
Please see attached report from John Parker, but in summary; 

1) Remove any substantial dead branches from Poplar tree in Laburnum 
2) Substantially reduce size of mature Oak trees overhanging Community Centre carpark, two this year 

and two in a year or two. 
3) Some ground decompaction around base of Oak tree adjacent to Poplar tree. 
4) Removal of dead branch on conifer in OCG 

Options: 
 

Costs and Funding Source 
Not yet costed 

Carbon emission implications 
Would appear to conform to current policy on Climate Change 

Status: for information / for decision 
For decision 

If for decision, Recommendations: 
That the Environment committee support this proposal 

Proposed by: 
Pam Swain 

Dated: 
6th January 2022 

 



Tree Report 
 
As per our site meeting, I do not think that a substantial reduction to the canopy of this poplar would 
be in the interests of the tree or local residents. Whilst it is never possible to say that a particular 
tree is 100% ‘safe’ (as with most things in life), having looked at the specimen in question I do not 
have any immediate concerns. A substantial crown reduction would potentially make the situation 
worse, firstly by reducing the ability of the tree to dampen the effects of the wind as the canopy 
naturally does, and secondly because pruning would stimulate new growth which would soon 
require further reductions, possibly necessitating something like a 2-3 year pruning cycle. In keeping 
with the principles of the Stonehouse Community Arboretum Management Plan, all Council-owned 
trees will be inspected on an annual basis and work recommendations will be made – with 
appropriate timescales – on a case by case basis. This tree will therefore be monitored closely going 
forward. The only tree work I would recommend would be the removal of any substantial dead 
branches, which should be undertaken by an appropriately qualified, experienced and insured 
arboricultural contractor. 
  
On a related matter, of greater concern to me at Laburnum are the mature oak trees overhanging 
the Community Centre car park. I believe that these should be substantially reduced in size over 
time, to reduce the risk of branch failure and to hopefully extend their lifespans. I would have to 
revisit to provide recommendations in more detail, but I would suggest that a substantial reduction 
of two of the trees in 2022, followed by a substantial reduction of the others in a year or two, would 
be the correct course of action. This would look rather dramatic in the short-medium term, but one 
has only to compare the oak closest to the poplar and the oaks adjacent to the car park to see the 
difference such an operation can make. I should add that to the best of my knowledge these oak 
trees are protected by a TPO, so permission would have to be sought from the Local Authority 
before action was taken. 
  
One further comment relates to the magnificent oak adjacent to the poplar, which is one of the 
finest trees in Stonehouse – in no small part due to the severe crown reduction it received around 25 
years ago. Due to the large numbers of people who gather beneath this tree the roots will 
undoubtedly be suffering from compaction. This can be seen when it rains heavily and the water 
pools beneath the canopy instead of draining away. I would like to propose that the Town Council 
invests in some proper tree care for this wonderful specimen. The details would need to be 
arranged, but some combination of ground decompaction, organic mulch and perhaps the 
introduction of biochar could really help the health of this tree and ensure that it stands at the heart 
of our community for decades, or centuries, to come. It would also make a fantastic case study and 
would help the Council deliver on Policy 2 of the Stonehouse Community Arboretum Management 
Plan – Existing trees will be cared for and managed appropriately. 
  
John Parker  December 2021 


