TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes (subject to agreement at the next Committee meeting) of a meeting of the
Town Environment Committee on Monday 5" June, 7pm at Stonehouse Library, High
Street, Stonehouse, GL10 2NG.

Present:

Councillors: Rachel Armstrong, Marcus Dixon, Neil Gibbs (Committee Chair), Carol
Kambites(Chair/Town Mayor), Val Randell, Keith Terry

Also present: Councillor Gary Powell, Jacqui Sanders (Deputy Town Clerk) and up to 50
Members of the Public

Attendees are reminded that the Proceedings of this meeting may be filmed,
photographed, or recorded.

The meeting started promptly at 7pm.

Approximately 50 members of the public attended the meeting to voice concerns over the
ongoing works in Verney Fields:

e Concerns over walking over Doverow Hill and no longer having access sit under the
bench under the Oak tree.

e Concerns that Windmill Farm have not engaged with the public from the start.

e Lack of consultation with the community.

e Barbed wire on the footpaths is dangerous.

e The ditches on the hill appear to have been dug to stop walkers.

e What is or isn’t a PROW? This was answered by Cllr Gibbs.

e Huge concerns over Health & Safety, particularly the poorly constructed steps.

e No one knows who the landowners are - very secretive.

e Landowners say they are nature friendly, however their actions disagree with this.
Animal tracks are being blocked by fences.

e No reassurances that the land will not be developed. Because it is registered as
agricultural land, there is no planning permission needed for farm outbuildings -
therefore ‘building by stealth’.

o How long will Town Green status take? Could anything be done to hasten the process.

o How many Evidence Statements are required to claim a PROW?

o Longstanding pathways have been walked for many decades without permission.

e What can the public do to support the hard work of Stonehouse Town Council?

e Concerns over the narrow footpaths with reactive dogs.

e Resident encouraged others to complete Evidence Statements. &
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7.30pm Members of the public were thanked for attending the meeting and sharing their
concerns. The attending members of the public stated that they appreciated the time
given by the Chair for them to voice their opinions and thanked the council for its work to
date in support of the community’s continued use of Verney Fields. All except 3 members
of the public left the meeting. The remaining 3 stayed until Item E/649.

E/637 To receive apologies.
Committee received apologies from Cllr Curtis.

E/638 Declarations of Interest
Cllrs Randell and Terry declared an interest in Agenda item E/643

E/639 To approve the minutes of the Town Environment Committee meeting held on
Tuesday 9" May 2023.
Committee APPROVED the Minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

E/640 To receive the latest updated Environment Budget.
Committee RECEIVED and NOTED the latest Budget position.

Total Actual Net Income £425.00
Total Actual Net Expenditure £12,142.53
Total Reserve £3,536.98

E/641 To consider Network Rail’s request to use Oldends Lane car park during a two
month period for rail line works.
Network Rail have withdrawn their request.

E/642 To approve the move of the Kingfisher and create a dry garden outside
Premier.
Committee APPROVED the move.

E/643 To comment on planning applications:
Cllrs VR and KT left the room.
e S5,23/1004/FUL 36 Rosedale Avenue, Stonehouse
Change of use of previous amenity land into domestic curtilage (Retrospective)

Comment: No comment.

Cllrs VR and KT returned to the room

e S.23/1002/VAR Stonehouse Court Hotel, Stonehouse
Variation to condition 2 (approved plans) from the application 5.19/1580/FUL. &’3
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Comment: No comment.

e S.23/0991/ADV Unit 2, Parcel E4, Land West of Stonehouse
Erection of two facia signs located on the south and east elevation.
Comment: Objection as this council does not believe the sign needs to be lit.

e S.23/0943/FUL Stonehouse Park, Sperry Way, Stonehouse
New manufacturing facility (Use Classes E(g) and B8 together with access,
parking, landscaping and associated infrastructure
Comment: No objections but suggest the use of solar panels and more bicycle
storage and electric car points.

e S.23/0942/FUL Stonehouse Court Hotel, Stonehouse
Installation of PV panels to Caroline Suite Building.
Comment: Council strongly supports this application.

e S.23/008/PIP Land at New House, Oldends, Stonehouse
Permission in Principle, erection of up to 9 dwellings
Comment: Concerns about the narrow access to properties from the roadway
plus the noise to neighbours from construction. Also, the visibility splay of
emerging onto Oldends Lane.

E/644 To receive any reports from Working Groups
Comms - The next issue of Stonehouse News is currently being produced with a
distribution to all household by mid-July.
Stroudwater (Bristol Road Station) Not met. No updates received from MP.
Canals - Expecting the approved report from Onion Collective shortly.
Transport & Highways - Due to meet on 19" June.
New bollards in OEL have been installed.
Recreation - Stagholt - ongoing. Consultations have been distributed to all named
areas except one. Once all have been delivered, the survey will go online.
Public Rights of Way - to be discussed later in the meeting - E/649

E/645 To receive a report on planning decisions received from Stroud District
Council.

e S.23/0691/HHOLD 4 Paddock Rise, Stonehouse -’\
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Erection of front porch.
PERMITTED.

e S.22/2704/HHOLD 28 Avenue Terrace, Stonehouse
Erection of first floor rear extension.
PERMITTED.

e S.23/0787/TPO 75 Regent Street, Stonehouse
Pollard two sycamore trees
CONSENT GIVEN.

e S$.23/0714/DISCON Berryfields House, Bristol Road, Stonehouse
Discharge of condition 3 (window details) from permitted application
S.22/2201LBC
DECLINES TO CONFIRM COMPLIANCE WITH CONDITIONS

E/646 To note the latest drainage proposal at the bottom of Horsemarling Lane.

Committee NOTED the decision.

E/647 To note application to GWR's Customer and Community Improvement Fund for
a cycle shelter at Stonehouse Station.

Committee NOTED the application.

E/648 Date of next Environment Committee meeting: Monday 10t July 2023

Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960

The Council will by resolution exclude the public from the following items as due to the
confidential nature of the business to be transacted publicity of the item would be prejudicial to
the public interest.

E/649 To approve the recommendation from the Working Group to submit PROW
applications.

Comment: To recommend to Full Council to:
e resolve to contact the Public Rights of Way department of Glos County Council

and accept their offer to act as an intermediary to negotiate a resolution to the
Public Rights of way across Verney Fields on the understanding that:
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a. at least three public rights of way paths are registered on the definitive map
and maintained for the safe use by site users in perpetuity.

b. that should agreement not be reached with the site owners by the end of June
2023, the town council, in acknowledgement of the community’s strength of
feeling, submits the applications and evidence in support of the Definitive Map
Modifications Orders (DMMOs).







