STONEHOUSE
TOWN COUNCIL

To Members of the Town Council

You are hereby summoned to attend the Town Council Meeting to be held on Monday 22nd
January ‘24 at 7.00pm at the Town Hall, 1 Queens Street, Stonehouse

Council Members:

Councillors: Rachel Armstrong, John Callinan, Keith Creighton, Debbie Curtis, Michael Davis,
Marcus Dixon, Carol Kambites (Chair), Neil Gibbs, Gary Powell, Val Randell, Keith Terry, Wendy
Thomson and Theresa Watt (Vice Chair)

All residents of the Parish are welcome to attend the meeting. Up to 15 minutes will be set
aside at the beginning of the meeting for members of the public to raise questions.

Carlos Novoth
Town Clerk
17 January 2024

Attendees are reminded that the Proceedings of this meeting may be filmed, photographed
or recorded.

AGENDA

TC3162 To receive apologies

TC3163 To receive declarations of interest

TC3164 To approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting of 11th December ‘23
TC3166 To receive reports from Chair of Town Council and town councillors

TC3167 To receive reports from County and District Councillors

TC3168 To receive an update on the recruitment of the new Senior Town Maintenance

Officer and maternity cover for the Business Support Officer
TC3169 To receive RFO’s budget report and bank reconciliation for November ‘23
TC3170 To approve the latest payment list
TC3171 To approve the purchase of a new laptop computer

TC3172 To approve a combined service contract for the annual testing of alarms, fire
extinguishers, CCTV etc at the Pod and Pavilion buildings



TC3173

TC3174

TC3175

TC3176

TC3177

TC3178
TC3179

TC3180

TC3181

To approve the Council’s Budget for the 2024/25 financial year
To approve the Council’s Precept for the 2024/25 financial Year

To receive the minutes of the Business Committee meeting on 15% January ’24
and approve its recommendations (BC Budget recommendation discussed in
agenda item TC3173):

A. To approve the updated Earmarked and general reserves
B. To approve the following Policies and other key documents:
I. Earmarked and General Reserves
Il. Reserves Policy
lll. Scheme of Delegations
IV. Inventory and Asset Register
V. Transparency Code Information
VI. FOI Publication Scheme

To receive the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting on 8t" Jan ’24
(EC Budget recommendation discussed in agenda item TC3173)

To agree/provide the following in respect of Verney Fields
e an official response to correspondence to the town council from the
owners of Verney Fields.
e delegated authority be given to the town clerk, Chair and Vice Chair of
Council to finalise the consultation document in relation to the council’s
Town Green application and commence consultation in line with the
anticipated GCC timeline.

To approve a contractor to undertake an ecological survey for the Ship Inn site

To approve the co-option of a new town councillor
To approve communications in support of the meeting’s decisions

Date of next meeting - Monday 19" February ’'24



Notes on Agenda items, Full Town Council Monday 22" January 2024

TC3164 - See attached minutes

Minutes

TC3168 - Following approval by town council, a new permanent member of staff, Rod Helps has been

New Staff recruited for the Senior Town Maintenance Officer’s post and Kyle Lacey has been recruited as
maternity cover for the current Business Support Officer’s role. Both recruits are due to start
work on Thursday 1° February

TC3169 - See attached budget and reconciliation reports

Budget

TC3170 - See attached list

Payments

TC3171 - Information to be supplied at the meeting

Laptop

TC3172 - See attached proposal

Maintenance

contract

TC3173/74 - | See attached proposed budget

24/24

Budget

TC3175 -BC | See attached minutes and key documents

and Rec

TC3176 - EC | See attached Minutes

TC3177 - See attached emails from Windmill Farm

Verney

Fields

TC3178 - See attached proposal

Ship Inn site

TC3179 - Co | See attached application/s

option







STONEHOUSE
TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Town Council
held on Monday 11t December 2023, 7pm
at the Town Hall

Present:

Councillors: Councillors: Rachel Armstrong, John Callinan, Keith Creighton,
Debbie Curtis, Mike Davis, Marcus Dixon, Neil Gibbs, Carol Kambites
(Chair of Council) Gary Powell, Val Randell, Keith Terry, Wendy
Thomson and Theresa Watt (Vice Chair of Council).

In Attendance: Town Clerk, Carlos Novoth and Ward Cllr Mattie Ross

Attendees were reminded that the Proceedings of the meeting could be filmed
photographed or recorded.

TC3147

TC3148

TC3149

TC3150

TC3151

To receive apologies
Council received apologies from Cllr Debbie Curtis with Cllr Theresa
Watt - Cllr Watt stated that she would be late to the meeting

To receive declarations of interest

Council received a declaration of interest by the Chair of Council, Cllr
Carol Kambites in relation to agenda item TC3154; Cllr John Callinan
raised a declared interest in relation to agenda item TC3157

To approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting of 13
November ‘23

Council APPROVED the minutes as a true and accurate record of the
meeting

To note Clir Mark Edward’s resignation from Stonehouse Town
Council

Council NOTED Mark Edward’s resignation and thanked him for his
contributions to the Stonehouse community. Council agreed to co-opt a
replacement as soon as possible

To receive reports from Chair of Town Council and town councillors
Cllr Kambites - pushed for an update from the Rail Minister through
Shiobhan Baillie MP; she attended the second Anchor group meeting
relating to the Ship Inn site - there was concern about the



implementation of adopted Biodiversity regulations requiring pre work
baseline assessments for Bio Net Gain on land to be developed.

Cllr Thompson - continuing to meet with organisations such as ‘The
Door’ to discuss encouraging young girls back into sport - She is currently
trying to engage with Maidenhill school

Cllr Terry - attended the Stonehouse Community Association Trustees
meeting recently. The Chair of the Trustees is currently taking a back
seat until her health improves

TC3152 To receive reports from County and District Councillors
Ward Cllr Mattie Ross provided the following update:
Government is asking district councils to commit to housing refugees -
SDC have committed to house 2 families

Cllr Theresa Watt arrived and took her place at the meeting at 7.10pm

New Market Towns vitality funding to be made available through the
district council
Cllr Ross highlighted the town’s Carol concert this coming weekend

Ward Cllr Mattie Ross gave her apologies for the rest of the meeting and left at
7.18pm

TC3153 To receive RFO’s budget report and bank reconciliation for Nov ‘23
Council NOTED the Bank Reconciliation for November ’23 with an
opening balance of £60,713.48 and a closing balance of £25,426.06.
Council also NOTED the latest budget report for November '23 showing a
Total ‘Actual Net’ income of £393,361.82, a total ‘Actual Net’
Expenditure of £282,690.18 and a reserve movement of £19,415.05

In light of her declared interest in agenda item TC3154, Cllr Carol Kambites handed
the Chair of the meeting to the Vice Chair Cllr Theresa Watt and left the room at
7.22pm

TC3154 To approve the latest payment list
Council APPROVED the latest payment list totalling £12,123.53

Cllr Carol Kambites returned to the meeting 7.25pm and took over as Chair

TC3155 To receive an update on the budget setting process for the 2024/25
financial year
The Clerk provided the latest proposed budget details and calculations
based on the latest taxbase estimate from the district council.
Estimated out turn figures were also provided. Based on the initial
proposed budget and without support from the council’s reserves, the
percentage increase would extend beyond 10% even though the level of
interest earned from the council’s financial investments have
significantly increased in the past year and will hopefully continue to
yield a reasonable return. A significant reason for the proposed



increased budget is due to a lowering of the taxbase following a change
to the parish boundary with Great Oldbury/Eastington.

Council agreed for both committees to further review the proposed
budgets in time for its meeting 22" January 2024

TC3156 To receive the minutes of the Business Committee meeting on 27t
Nov ’23 and approve its recommendations:
Council received the draft minutes of the Business Committee meeting
on the 27t November

To award a three year IT support contract to the council’s
incumbent IT provider ‘Jireh Solutions’ at an annual cost of
£3,367.88 plus vat totalling £10,103.64

Town Councillors noted the time and effort spent by officers in
securing quotations from six contractors to provide the council’s
future IT support service. Four of the contractors were asked to
provide costs over one, two and three year periods. Councillors
acknowledged that ‘Jireh Solutions’ were the council’s incumbent
service provider; they had provided the lowest price and that
they would offer the option of a disruption free, start to the
contract.

Council RESOLVED to award a new three year IT support service
contract to ‘Jireh Solutions’ at an annual cost of £3,367.88 plus
vat each year for three years

Cllr John Callinan left the meeting in light of his declared interest in agenda item

TC3157

TC3157 To receive the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting on 4t
December ’23 and approve the following recommendation:

To award the provision and installation of a 10 feet high swing
and new surfacing at Laburnum playing field at a total cost of
£15,581 plus vat to ‘GB Leisure’ (funding to be provided
through the council’s ‘Reserves’)

Council APPROVED the purchase and installation of a new 10 foot
tall two bay swing frame with new play surfacing and additional
round swing seat that could be used by both able bodied children
and children with disabilities at a total cost of approximately
£19,000 plus vat(cost of the swing seat to be confirmed). Council
also APPROVED the use of £660 funding to protect the surrounding
grass area in the event that works are undertaken during
prolonged wet weather. Project to be funded through the
council’s Earmarked Reserve - ‘Assets Renewal Reserve’.

Cllr John Callinan rejoined the meeting

TC3158 To receive updates on:

High street Car Park consultation
The Clerk was asked to request SDC to erect further signage
relating to the consultation nearer the entrance to the car park.



e Tender process for the council’s Grounds Maintenance Service
contract
It was agreed for the Chairs of Business and Environment
Committees to undertake tender evaluations.

¢ Sewer design for the town council facilities at Oldends lane
The Clerk suggested that based on conversations with the
company preparing the drawings for the sewer design that good
progress was being made.

TC3159 To approve communications in support of the meeting’s decisions
e The purchase and installation of new swings at Laburnum
e Stagholt project

TC3160 Date of next meeting - Monday 22" January ’23
Council NOTED the date of the next meeting

Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960
The Council will by resolution exclude the public from the following items as due
to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted publicity of the item
would be prejudicial to the public interest.

A proposal was made to exclude members of the public from the meeting for agenda
item TC3161. The proposal was seconded and agreed by all present.

TC3161 To receive an update from the Council’s HR Sub Committee and to
approve its recommendations:

e To approve the recruitment of a short-term replacement to the
current Business Support Officer during their time on leave
Council APPROVED the recruitment of a short-term replacement
for an existing member of staff from 1%t February 2024 on full
time for a period of at least 8 months on SCP4.

o To approve the ad-hoc use of a ‘Locum’ as and when required
Council APPROVED the ad-hoc use of a Locum in case of need.



Bank Account Reconciled Statement

Stonehouse Town Council 01651837 30-98-29

Statement Number 45  Bank Statement No. 45

Statement Opening Balance £25426.06 Opening Date 01/12/23

Statement Closing Balance £67,909.58 Closing Date 31/12/23

True/ Cashbook Closing £67,909.58

Balance

Date Cheque/ Ref.  Supplier/ Customer Debit (£) Credit (£) Balance (£)

01/12/23 ~ DDO11223NEST  NEST 2,401.19 0.00 23,024.87

01/12/23 BEBO11223AMAZD Amazon 77.14 0.00 22,947.73

05/12/23 EPI051223MAGPIE Magpies Social Club 0.00 262.50 23,210.23

05/12/23  FPQ051223CKAMB Carol Kambites 65.00 0.00 23,145.23
ITES

05/12/23 FPO051223CN Carlos Novoth 1.25 0.00 23,143.98

05/12/23  FPO051223GAPTC GAPTC 65.00 0.00 23,078.98

05/12/23  FPO051223GRUND Grundon Waste 43.20 0.00 23,035.78
ON Management Ltd

05/12/23  FPO051223GW Gary Wetson 15.75 0.00 23,020.03

05/12/123 FPO051223JMC Jo Mew Creative 170.00 0.00 22,850.03

05/12/23  FPO051223JS Jacqui Sanders 18.34 0.00 22,831.69

05/12/23  FPO051223NCRITC N Critchley 1,000.00 0.00 21,831.69
HLEY

05/12/23  FPO051223NCTC  Nailsworth Chamber of 35.00 0.00 21,796.69

Trade & Commerce

05/12/23  FPO051223RAPIDE Rapide Office Supplies 18.00 0.00 21,778.69

05/12/23 FPO051223SSS ft?jvemside Safety Supplies 50.91 0.00 21,727.78

05/12/23 ~ FPO051223STC  Stroud Town Council 60.00 0.00 21,667.78

05/12/23  FPO051223TWHA T W Hawkins & Sons 2,478.00 0.00 19,189.78
WKINS

05/12/23 FPO051223WCF West Country Forestry 1,560.00 0.00 17,629.78

06/12/23 SEBO61223AMAZO Amazon 12.98 0.00 17,616.80

08/12/23  DDO081223YUENER YU Energy 644.87 0.00 16,971.93
GY

13/12/23  FPI131223JIREH  Jireh Solutions 0.00 163.49 17,135.42

14/12/23  DD14122302 02 31.44 0.00 17,103.98

14/12/23 ~ DD141223WATERP WaterPlus 124.16 0.00 16,979.82
LUS

14/12/23 BEB141223AMAZO Amazon 35.19 0.00 16,944.63

15/12/23  STCPAYNO4 0.00 75,000.00 91,944.63

18/12/23 ~ FPO181223ADAD  All Done and Dusted 242.40 0.00 91,702.23

18/12/23  FPO181223CCL  Gustom Chameleon Ltd 2,060.00 0.00 89,642.23

16/01/24  10:53 AM Vs:8.93.0

Stonehouse Town Council

Page 1



Bank Account Reconciled Statement

18/12/23 FPO181223CCT Cotswold Canals Trust 40.00 0.00 89,602.23
18/12/23 FPO181223CKAMB Carol Kambites 17.02 0.00 89,585.21
ITES
18/12/23 FPO181223CLARIA Clarian Property Services 230.00 0.00 89,355.21
N
18/12/23 FPO181223COUNT County Insulation 4,063.50 0.00 85,291.71
YINSUL
18/12/23 FPO181223DBRO Dennis Brown & Son 45.00 0.00 85,246.71
WN
18/12/23 FPO181223DOUGF Dougfield Plumbers 34.68 0.00 85,212.03
IELD Supplies
18/12/23 FPO181223GBURG Ginny Burge 150.00 0.00 85,062.03
E
18/12/23 FPO181223HMRC HMRC 3,399.86 0.00 81,662.17
18/12/23 FPO181223HURNS Hurns Hardware 9.50 0.00 81,652.67
18/12/23 FPO181223JIREH Jireh Solutions Ltd 345.68 0.00 81,306.99
18/12/23 FPO181223KELLA Kellaway Building Supplies 140.79 0.00 81,166.20
WAY Ltd
18/12/23 FPO181223LPHILB Luke Philbrick 150.00 0.00 81,016.20
RICK
18/12/23 FPO181223MDL MDL Kelex 496.00 0.00 80,520.20
18/12/23 FPO181223PROLIF Prolific Solutions (South 58.96 0.00 80,461.24
IC West) Ltd
18/12/23 FPO181223SIMPLE Simple Hygiene Solutions 65.66 0.00 80,395.58
HY
18/12/23 FPO181223TWHA T W Hawkins & Sons 1,740.00 0.00 78,655.58
WKINS
18/12/23 PAY181223LLOYD Lloyds Bank 7.00 0.00 78,648.58
S
21/12/23 BGC211223GCC Gloucestershire County 0.00 545.92 79,194.50
Council
21/12/23 DD211223NEST NEST 1,618.08 0.00 77,576.42
21112123 S0211223SALARIE Staff Salaries 8,767.42 0.00 68,809.00
S
22/12/23 DD221223JOHNST John Stayte Services Ltd 15.49 0.00 68,793.51
AYTE
2212123 DEB221223VOIPFO Voipfone 8.40 0.00 68,785.11
NE
27112123 DD271223BT BT 185.15 0.00 68,599.96
28/12/23 DD281223PEAC PEAC Finance 176.88 0.00 68,423.08
28/12/23 S0281223PATA PATA Payroll 45.50 0.00 68,377.58
28/12/23 S0281223UBICO  Ubico Limited 468.00 0.00 67,909.58
Uncleared and unpresented effects
Total uncleared and unpresented 0.00 0.00
16/01/24 10:53 AM Vs: 8.93.0 Stonehouse Town Council Page 2



Bank Account Reconciled Statement

Total debits / credits 33488.39 75971.91
Reconciled by ~ Carla Swindells
Signed
Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer Chair
Date S

16/01/24  10:53 AM Vs: 8.93.0 Stonehouse Town Council
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Stonehouse Town Council

Expenditure transactions - approval list RIAERIRaRe S
Supplier totals will include confidential items
No Payment Gross Heading Invoice  Details Invoice
Reference date
3500 £73.80 1180/4 31712723 All Done and Dusted - December 2023 - Pod 1649
cleaning
£73.80 All Done and Dusted - Total
3501 £119.00 1160/1 11712123 Dursley Garden Machinery - Ego edger 5061
attachment
£119.00 Dursley Garden Machinery - Total
3498 £100.00 1040/2 15/01/24 Jo Mew Creative - December 2023 - Website 1060
Hosting
£100.00 Jo Mew Creative - Total
3499 £468.00 1190/6 18/12/23 Ubico Limited - December 2023 - Dog/litter bin 60065301
collection
£468.00 Ubico Limited - Total
Total £760.80
Signature Signature
Date
16/01/24  10:29 AM Vs: 8.93.00 Page 1






Stonehouse Town Council
Expenditure transactions - payments approval list Start of year 01/0423

No Payment Gross To pay Heading Invoice Invoice Details Cheque
Reference date no. Total
3502 £500.00 £500.00 1140/6 16/01/24

County Insulation - Pavilion - Insulation and lagging
works - total £4563.50 approved FTC 11th
December 2023 , £500 held back due to damage
whilst works taking place. £500 to be paid when

remedial works completed - REMEDIAL WORKS
NOW COMPLETE

Sub Total £500.00 £500.00

Total © £500.00 £500.00
Signature Signature
Date

16/01/24  11:05 AM Vs: 8.93.00 Page 1
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STONEHOUSE
TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Town Business Committee
held on Monday 15% January ‘24 at 7.00pm
at the Town Hall

Present: Councillors, John Callinan (Committee Vice Chair), Keith
Creighton, Carol Kambites, Gary Powell, Wendy Thomson,
Theresa Watt

In Attendance: Carlos Novoth (Clerk); representatives from the ‘Gardening
club’ and ‘Allsorts’

Attendees were reminded that the Proceedings of the meeting could be filmed,
photographed or recorded.

The Chair addressed the representatives from Allsorts and the Gardening club and
with Committee’s agreement, they were advised that they would be given the chance
to talk when the relevant agenda item was discussed.

B/636 To receive apologies
There were apologies from Cllr Mike Davis (Chair of Committee)

B/637 To receive Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest

B/638 To approve the minutes of the Business Committee meeting held on 27
Nov ‘23
Committee APPROVED the minutes as a true and accurate record of the
meeting

With agreement with the Committee, the Chair brought forward agenda item B/644

B/644 To approve a grant application from
e ‘Allsorts’ for £1,000

The representative presented an overview of the organisation and its
benefits to people with disabilities. They work with hundreds of
families around Glos providing 9 different sports clubs and activities.
A large percentage of families with disabled children are on the
poverty line. There are approx. 23 families from Stonehouse
attending sessions and those that attend are able to drive or have
some form of access to transport. They have provided activities at
the Shrubberies but no longer do so. They have connections with
Sportily, a local organization focusing on providing sports activities.



B/639

B/640

B/641

B/642

Committee noted the fact that the Grants budget has been fully
spent but on the basis of the benefit Allsorts provide the Stonehouse
and other communities, Committee APPROVED a grant of £1,000 for
the 2023/24 financial year and would consider future grant aid, next
year and the year after following an update report.

e ‘The Gardening Club’ for £500 for 2024
Committee approved a revenue funding application for a period of
three years; two year’s funding has been applied to date. The
current application is to secure the third year’s funding
Committee APPROVED the year three funding of £500 for the
Gardening club

To receive the latest budget position

Cllrs raised queries in relation to the Town Hall recharges (which have seen a
slight delay) and an explanation of the income code ‘Misc Income’ - it was
explained that the latter related to income that did not fit into any of the
other categories ie Atlas Games.

Committee NOTED the latest budget position; Actual Net Expenditure of
£257,226.47; Actual Net Income of £391,892.01; Reserve movements of
£14,223.35.

To approve the latest payments list

Concern was raised by one Cllr in relation to the use of Amazon for the
purchase of desk diaries. Officers explained that this was done for expediency
in light of workloads. Also discussed was the 02 phone bill that related to long
term phone contracts

Committee APPROVED the payment list totaling payments of £11,466.77.

To note the transfer of funding from the council’s Nat West account to
CCLA

Officers confirmed that the transfer of funds totaling £86,646.51 from the
council’s short-term savings account at Nat West to CCLA was in progress and
would be complete by 29" January ’24.

Whilst the appropriate paperwork was completed and checked by Nat West at
the time of submission, the Nat West account was not processed with a view to
its closure. It is hoped however that the Account will be closed over the
coming weeks with the remainder of the account also being transferred.

To recommend for town council approval the Council’s Business Committee
budget for 2024/25

Officers have further reviewed the budget requirements for 2024/25. No late
changes have been made albeit, at Committee Cllrs wished to see the
Workshop toilets reprogrammed in and thus ensure that the funding would be
available.

The submitted budget report presented to members at committee shows a
reduction in the town council’s taxbase of 93.96 equivalent band ‘D’
properties placing an immediate budget shortfall on the council; this is with
coupled with the budget for 2023/24 being supported by £17,000 of the town
council’s reserves. The overall budget review has seen significant savings from
certain budget lines as well as increases - salaries, youth service provision
represent the main changes.



Acknowlegding the changes made by Environment Committee to its budget,
Business Committee RECOMMENDED the latest proposed budget for council
approval Total Income £416,057.25 Income and Expenditure £436,057.25; total
budget to be underpinned from Reserves of £20,000

B/643 To recommend for town council approval the revised Earmarked and
General Reserves
Officers have presented a significant number of changes to the council’s
earmarked reserves. Changes have been detailed in supporting papers.
Additional changes agreed by Committee include:

Amend the current earmarked reserve from ‘Stroud Water Railway
Station Feasibility Survey’ to ‘Stroudwater Railway Station’ and add
£10,000 to the budget

Increase the recommended ‘Climate Change’ earmarked reserve from
£2,000 to £4,000.

There was a reminder to add the earmarked reserve for the ‘Ship Inn’ to
the list and add a budget of £10,000
Committee RECOMMENDED the Officers changes with additional amendments
as detailed above.

B/644aTo approve a grant application from

‘Allsorts’ for £1,000

Agenda item brought forward - see details above
‘The Gardening Club’ for £500 for 2024
Agenda item brought forward - see details above

B/644bTo recommend for town council approval the following revised Policies and
other core documents:

Health and Safety Policy

Minor changes have been made in relation to current post titles
detailing the recording and reporting of incidents as well as their
investigation and, recognition and application of the HSE Hierarchy
of Controls. There was concern that the document did not cater
adequately for town councillors. :
Committee resolved to DEFER the matter to the Policy Working
Group for further consideration.

Reserves Policy

Whilst Policy working group suggested no changes to the current
policy, a revision was agreed to the first bullet point in the
document to read - ‘....maintained a minimum of three months Net
Revenue Expenditure’.

Committee RECOMMENDED the revised Reserves policy subject to
the agreed amendment.

Scheme of Delegations

Policy working group suggested no changes to the current policy. It
was agreed that the amount covered in para 2.2 under finance would
remain the same.

Committee RECOMMENDED the Scheme of Delegations for approval .
Council’s Inventory/Asset register

Officers have presented two key documents which includes the latest
council purchases and key assets.



Committee NOTED the purchases to date for 2023/24 and
RECOMMENDED the updated Asset Register for approval.
Transparency Code Information

The Transparency code was forwarded to Members separate to the
support papers in light of it being a multi page document in Excel.
Committee RECOMMENDED the updated Transparency Code
Information for approval.

FOI Publication Scheme

There was comment in relation to making the information more
readily available in relation to ‘Class 4 - Responses to applications’.
Whilst a link was provided in the document, it was suggested that
this link did not always work. Officers stated that this would be
checked. In addition, specific reference would be made to the
‘Environment Meetings’

Committee RECOMMENDED the updated FOI Publication Scheme
subject to the agreed amendments.

B/645 To receive an update on the High street car park consultation
The Clerk updated Committee by confirming that he had enquired with SDC
about the outcome of the consultation and had expected some feed back in

time for the meeting. None was provided. The Clerk had made enquiries prior
to the latest occasion and was advised that the target date for the change to
parking arrangements was still anticipated for February '24. Cllrs

recommended that SDC should place a large notice at the entrance to the car

park to notify users of future changes.

B/646 To approve funding for ‘The Door’s latest proposal
The Clerk advised that the funding proposal totaled £3,422 and that if
approved, the committee would need to top up the budget on Youth work by
approx. £1,700.
Committee APPROVED the full funding proposal totaling £3,422 accepting that
the budget line would be overspent.

B/647 To note the resignation of the Chair of Stonehouse Community Association
Committee NOTED the resignation of the Chair of Stonehouse Community
Association and understood that she would be asked to remain as a Trustee. It
was agreed that the Chair of Council would write thanking her for her
contribution to the community and provide a bunch of flowers.

B/648 To approve a contractor to undertake an ecological survey for the Ship Inn

site

The matter was DEFERRED to town council on 22" January ‘24

B/649 To receive updates from the following working groups:

1. Climate Change Action Forum - Not recently met

2. Oldends Lane Development - Progress being made on the new
proposed sewer line

3. Support Stonehouse - Leaflets to be produced to provide information
on warm places

4. Youth - Good recent meeting, Met with Sportily. Cllr Thomson met

with Maidenhill School and discussed sports facilities that could be



made available to the public. The school had adequate recreation land
to potentially locate athletics facilities - potential to encourage
Stroud Athletics club to bid for prosperity funding to provide athletics
equipment at Maidenhill

5. Policy - continuing with the review programme

6. Internal Audit Panel - still to undertake an ICC check for the third

quarter

B/650 To note the date of the next meeting - Monday 5" February 2024
Committee NOTED the date of the next meeting






Reserve Movements Start of year 01/04/23

General Fund
-£54,018.82  Start of year value

12/06/23 -£5,000.00 : To Cotswold Canal Trust Grant, Decision of FTC 16/5/22 TC2824 and 12/6/2
18/10/23 -£17,000.00  : To Stagholt Allotments, Decision of FTC 16/10/23 Agenda ltem 3124
£1545558 Value as at 31/03/24 This value is calculated and not just a sum of

reserve movements plus starting balance.

General Reserve (Contingency)
£128,898.96 Start of year value

29/08/23 -£3,924.35 : Expenditure transaction 3286,
£124,97461 Current value

Replacement Recreation Land
£53,056.00 Start of year value

£53,056.00 Current value

Asset Renewal Reserve
£22,000.00 Start of year value

£22,000.00 Current value
Elections  ADD f,-o,ooo
£5,000.00 Start of year value
29/08/23 -£5,000.00 : Expenditure transaction 3286,

£0.00 Current value
Oldends Lane New Community Facilities CfnanGes 74 ICG'MHL(A}/T'yF@C?E_/;?éT g

£411,378.00 Start of year value
16/08/23 -£299.00  : Expenditure transaction 3281, TBC 26th June 2023 B/556

£411,079.00 Current value

Land Acquision  Cerfove &HE
£0.00 Start of year value

£0.00 Current value

Street Furniture
£5,000.00 Start of year value

£5,000.00 Current value

Oldends Lane Seage Development
£70,000.00 Start of year value

£70,000.00 Current value

Replacement vehicle
£3,522.00 Start of year value

£3,522.00 Current value

11/01/24  01:57 PM Vs: §.93.00 Stonehouse Town Council Page 1



e R g e b
Town Hall Security & Improvements f@/\f\ovv = f‘\{/*i
£0.00 Start of year value

£0.00 Current value

Mowers & Equipment
£17,657.50 Start of year value

£17,657.50 Current value

Feasibility Studies £ 6MNE ML
£0.00 Start of year value
£0.00 Current value

Neighbourhood Plan Review
£13,000.00 Start of year value

£13,000.00 Current value

Stroud DC LRSG Business COVID Support Grant for Stonehou l?ﬁ\{o\@’ MK
£0.00 Start of year value

£0.00 Current value

Stroud DC Tourism Grants 2019
£651.27 Start of year value

£651.27 Current value

Stroud District Council Market Towns Initiative Funding

£43,325.00 Start of year value

£43,325.00 Current value i

GWR Community Cohesion Fund 20/21 (Station Tree scheme) CAANGE 7O GWR Gere”
£0.00 Start of year value j)ﬁ@fézl

£0.00 Current value
ClL foues Burae £ :
DuCE bubscer BY LRO0 76 Keriecm Spanp ond Jﬁf@uﬂ
£8,792.16 Start of yearvalue O qaj12.0. 7 T
£8,792.16  Current value

Bus shelter replacement & repairs
£16,000.00 Start of year value

£16,000.00 Current value

Meadow Road Play area refurbishment
£16,000.00 Start of year value

£16,000.00 Current value

Gloucestershire Wildiife Trust Wild Towns Project £-(0V& ETHR-
£0.00 Start of year value

£0.00 Current value

Stagholt Brook Repairs
£0.00 Start of year value

11/01/24  01:57 PM Vs: 8.93.00 Stonehouse Town Council Page 2



£0.00 Current value

Trees 2021/2022 QgM@u&( EN R
£0.00 Start of year value

£0.00 Current value

Plantinum Jubilee 2023 Z&MoNs EME.
£0.00 Start of year value

£0.00 Current value

Underwrite Rev Budget 22/23 CHANGE TO L&FLECT u?@é?y/d?f F?(
£0.00 Start of yearvalue AMCUNT TO  Sa DE7ELMNINIR) LY
£0.00 Current value Fre. o 23T AN 80244

Laburnum Recreation Field Trees and Wildflower seeds Memor
£1,608.34 Start of year value

£1,608.34 Current value

GCC Build Back Better Fund
£1,250.00 Start of year value

£1,250.00 Current value

Welcome Back Funding
£1,115.00 Start of year value

£1,115.00 Current value

: l e g s "
Stagholt Allotments CHANGE 70 -STAGHOT 4+ ADD A&@,G‘UD

£8,000.00 Start of year value
01/09/23 -£1,582.80 : Expenditure transaction 3311,

18/10/23 £17,000.00 : From General Fund, Decision of FTC 16/10/23 Agenda Item 3124
£23,417.20 Current value
Court View /;bgb /ZL,OZO,EJOO
£10,000.00 Start of year value
£10,000.00 Current value
i
4 4
Major Projects Support Lemdovis™ EMR A MNovs™ BuGDET 10 GENERAL.,
£5,000.00 Start of year value FunD JE s, 600
£5,000.00 Current value

Tourism Market Towns A7 %r;ﬁc@-
£10.00 Start of year value

£10.00 Current value

Stroudwater Railway station feasibility survey /Qb.‘i’) %j({)f o o

£0.00 Start of year value QQ&U FQ,W%CLL{G &m’h/&)f
£0.00 Current value m (/\Q,Q(I' ;

Cotswold Canal Trust Grant ggﬂ@\/g EMIE -
£0.00 Start of year value

11/01/24  01:57 PM Vs: 8.93.00 Stonehouse Town Council Page 3



12/06/23 -£5,000.00 : Expenditure transaction 3153, Decision of FTC 16/5/23 TC2824 and 12/6/23

12/06/23 £5,000.00 : From General Fund, Decision of FTC 16/5/22 TC2824 and 12/6/23 TC3071

£0.00 Current value
Homestart Grant  A»D /;/ffc‘)[ OOD (2 ref VIR GRANT Fu -N.b'n\j?j)_,
£0.00 Start of year value '
£0.00 Current value
Support Stonehouse - Warm spaces fund Crron/G 5~ 70 \SCulrorT CranEHIUS ¢ )
£10,000.00 Start of year value Maf@”fg‘r O BRCKTE (5 ENERAC_ [T
£10,000.00 Current value

In Bloom Planting display
£10,000.00 Start of year value

13/04/23 -£2,677.98 . Expenditure transaction 3041, Decision by FTC
£7,322.02  Current value

Canal Spring Festival
£2,000.00 Start of year value

£2,000.00 Current value
|

/ 5 i
Youth Support  eniove EME Ans MNovns ]éb’@,O?)D 0 GenNERAL Fund
£50,000.00 Start of year value

£50,000.00 Current value

Kings Coronation £ ovis™ eMR  + Move™ L7643 T0 G L ESeaviss

£1,357.05 Start of year value

21/04/23 -£124.00  : Expenditure transaction 3063,
24/04/23 -£350.00 : Expenditure transaction 2996,
25/04/23 -£125.00 : Expenditure transaction 3066,
12/05/23 -£160.00  : Expenditure transaction 3103,
17/05/23 -£450.00 : Expenditure transaction 3100,
05/10/23 -£39.23  : Expenditure transaction 3087,
05/10/23 -£32.69 : Expenditure transaction 3087,

£76.13 Current value

£916,8566.23 Current Reserves total
excluding the General Fund

£932,311.81  Current Reserves total
including the General Fund

>y . = R oo _ . A i T T
St i Ined S = ST~ UP carrpekd Lesmds And A

/6, oD

T CRANGE— ST UP enanialiis Faer A AN
CLMNATE CRHANGE — NET UP cRRHARIKED KEFeRVEE ANS A4
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STONEHOUSE
TOWN COUNCIL

RESERVES POLICY

It is the policy of Stonehouse Town Council that:

1. the Council’s General Reserve should be maintained at a minimum of three
months Net Revenue Expenditure.

y.. the Council’s budget shall be planned so as to ensure that this level of
General Reserve is maintained.

3. the minimum level of General Reserve shall be reviewed in the light of
changes in activity levels and/or the range of services provided by the Council.

4, earmarked and other Reserves shall be separately identified and enumerated,
shall be held for genuine and intended purposes only, and shall be reviewed and
justified annually.

Adopted by the Town Council
Date: 23 January 2023 (Minute No TC2980)
Review Date: January 2024






STONEHOUSE
TOWN COUNCIL

SCHEIME OF DELEGATION TO OFFICERS

1. Introduction

1.1 This Scheme delegates to Authorised Officers the powers and duties necessary for the discharge
of the Council’s functions within the broad functional description set out in Section 101 of the Local
Government Act 1972, together with the specific delegations therein, and should be taken to include
powers and duties within those descriptions under all present legislation, and all powers incidental
to that legislation including the application of the incidental powers under Section 111 of the Local
Government Act 1972 or General Power of Competence.

1.2 An Officer may decline to exercise delegated powers and instead report to the Council or
appropriate Committee.

2. Areas of Delegation
There are three specific areas of delegation:
2.1 Planning

The Council resolved that should the Environment Committee be inquorate and as a result be unable
to deal with an application within due time, or where an extension for a response cannot be secured
in time for the next Committee meeting, the Proper Officer and Deputy Town Clerk in consultation
with the Chair and Deputy Chair of Environment Committee may submit a response on behalf of the
Council.

2.2 Finance
(Section 4.5 of the Financial Regulations).

In cases of extreme risk to the delivery of council services, the RFO may authorise revenue
expenditure on behalf of the council which in the RFO’s judgement it is hecessary to carry out. Such
expenditure includes repair, replacement, or other work, whether or not there is any budgetary
provision for the expenditure, subject to a limit of £3,000. The RFO shall report such action to the
Chair as soon as possible and to the council as soon as practicable thereafter.

2.3 Staff Welfare

The Town Clerk/RFO may make decisions in the interests of staff welfare without reference to the
Town Council. This applies to arrangements for leave, emergency cover and medical care.

Last Reviewed: 18" September 2023 Minute (TC3108)

Next Review: September 2024
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STON EHOUSE
TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes (subject to agreement at the next Committee meeting) of a meeting of the
Town Environment Committee on Monday 8" January, 7pm at Stonehouse Library,
High Street, Stonehouse, GL10 2NG.

Present:
Councillors: Rachel Armstrong, Debbie Curtis, Marcus Dixon, Neil Gibbs (Committee

Chair), Carol Kambites (Chair/Town Mayor), Val Randell, Keith Terry (Committee Vice
Chair) and Theresa Watt.

Also present: Carlos Novoth (Town Clerk), Town Councillors John Callinan and Wendy
Thomson. '

Attendees are reminded that the Proceedings of this meeting may be filmed,
photographed, or recorded.

The attending town councillors were invited to address the Comm1ttee no one wished
to speak. The Chair continued to the agenda

E/721To receive apologies.
There were no apologies

E/722 Declarations of Interest
There was a declaration of interest from Cllr Neil G1bbs in relation to Agenda item
E/728 - planning application 2482.

E/723 To approve the minutes of the Town Environment Committee meeting held on
Monday 4" December.
Committee APPROVED the minutes as a true and accurate records of the meeting.

E/724 To receive the latest updated Environment Budget.
Committee RECEIVED and NOTED the latest Budget position.
Total Actual Net Income £1,894.64
Total Actual Net Expenditure £46,379.67
Total Reserve £5,191.70

E/725 To discuss the 2024/25 budgets.
The Clerk reviewed the adjustments agreed at the committee’s previous meeting
with the exception of the ‘Cultural Events’ budget. This was discussed and in view
of the council’s intention of establishing mini events throughout the year, it was
agreed that the budget should remain as it is.



TOWN COUNCIL

The Clerk confirmed the impact of the proposed budget in line with the new
taxbase.

E/726 To review the proposed 2024/25 budget for Gloucestershire and consider a
response.
Committee RESOLVED to respond with the following comments:

One of GCCs main objectives is to tackle Climate change; with this in mind, more
funding should be targeted at:
e improving Active Travel/Public Transport in addition to supporting
the Town Council’s efforts to re-establish the Bristol Road Railway
Station in Stonehouse. '
o achieving carbon neutrality inits buildings

E/727 To approve the purchase of replacement swings for Laburnum Park.
Whilst a decision was made on this issue at a previous council meeting, the
matter had been brought back to Environment Committee as a result of a
misunderstanding with the chosen contractor’s quotation. "
In an effort to ensure that people with disabilities could share in the enjoyment
of the new swing set, Committee RESOLVED to award the contract to install a two
bay 8ft high swing frame with two single seat swings and a basket swing along
with a replacement play surface to ‘GB Leisure’ at a total cost of £14,499 plus
vat. _- -

The Chair highlighted' his declared interest in planning application 5.23/2482 and took
no part in the discussion and did not vote '

E/728 To comment 6n.'planni“ng' applications. '
S.23/2482/TPO TPO 0590, 162 Arrowsmith Drive, Stonehouse
Mature Oak - reduce the height & spread of limb by up to 4.0 metres. Lateral
spread along the fence line. Reduce by up to 4.0 metres in both directions,
leaving a radius of approx. 6.0metres. Shape into the remaining canopy. Remove

major deadwood.
Comment: No objection provided the work is undertaken by a suitable tree

specialist.

S.23/2447/HHOLD 18A Gloucester Road, Stonehouse
Erection of a two-storey side extension and single storey side extension.
Comment: No objections as long as none from neighbours.

S.23/2431/HHOLD 6 Burdett Road, Stonehouse
Erection of a porch and flat dormer extension.



TOWN COUNCIL

Comment: No objections as long as none from neighbours.

S.23/2391/FUL Greiner Bio-One Ltd, Unit 2, Pear Tree Way, Stonehouse
Erection of a two and three metre high black paladin fence and manual access
gates.

Comment: This council objects to this planning application due to the design
of the boundary fencing and that the proposed fencing runs contrary to the
original planning statement with proposed landscaping which included
bunding, a tree line and hedgerow.

S.23/2304/HHOLD 1 Arrowsmith Drive, Stonehouse

Erection of a front canopy and a replacement single storey rear extension,
alterations to fenestration. 2,

Comment: Discussed at previous meeting on 4t December.

$.23/2321/HHOLD 24 Oldends Lane, Stonehouse

Erection of an outbuilding. (Retrospective) .
Comment: Discussed at previous meeting on 4" December.

S.23/2538/FUL Xograph House, Ebley Road, Stonehouse

Erection of storage building. {

Comment: No objections provided solar panels are added and the building is
screened from neighbouring properties. "

E/729 To receive an update on the council’s Town Green application

Attending the meeting was Cllr John Callinan who was asked to provide an
update. The Town Green application was to be validated by GCC within the next
two weeks at which time, the town council will be required to undertake a 6
week consultation exercise. Ideally residents within the community will come
forward with further photographic evidence of their past leisure use of Verney
fields. More information is to be provided by GCC once the validation process has
been confirmed. '

E/730 To receive Working Groups updates.

Members may wish to note any reports from the following:
Comms - There have been no recent meetings

Stroudwater (Bristol Road) Station - There have been no meetings since the
discussion took place with Siobhan Baillie took place
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STONEHOUSE
TOWN COUNCIL

Canal Rejuvenation - a pre application took place with SDC planners (which was
helpful). The outcome was reported to the 3 Ships Anchor Group meeting the
same day that identified a number of issues including planning and ecology etc
needed to be quickly resolved before the deadline of April 15t 2024 (implementation
of new ecology regulations) for sites the size of the Ship Inn site. Costs are currently
being gathered for ecology surveys hopefully in time for full town council on the
22" January. It was agreed that should quotes be received in time, the matter
could be voted on by Business Committee on the 15t January.

Transport and Highways - A report was produced of the meeting that took place
with Highway officers which included reference to the VAS system and parking in
general. 4

Public Rights of Way - the group had met recently to keep up to date with the
DMMOs and Town Green application

Recreation - There was disappointment with the outcome of the town council’s
planning application for changes to Stagholt playing field. A meeting was to be
arranged with the planner concern and the drainage officer in due course. It was
unlikely that works to create additional allotment space would be able to
commence in time for the next growing season

E/731 To receive a report on planning décisii)ns received from Stroud District
Council. ' '

S.23/2070/CPL 3 Melbourne Drive, Stonehouse

Removal of existing garage and erection of a replacement detached garage and
extended access drive.

PERMITTED

S.23/1855/DISCON Unit 2, Parcel E4, Land West of Stonehouse

Discharge of Conditions 4 (Waste Management), 8 (LEMP), 11 (Cycle Shelters) & 12
(EV Charging) of permitted application S.21/2759/REM.

PERMITTED --

$.23/1857/DISCON Unit 1, Parcel E4, Land West of Stonehouse

Discharge of conditions 4 (site waste), 8 (LEMP), 11 (highways 3) & 12 (highways
4) from the planning application S.21/2758/REM - Reserved Matters application
for a proposed employment development (Class E(g), B2/B8) pursuant to outline
planning permission S.14/0810/0UT including details of landscaping, design,
scale, and layout. (description updated 13/04 to reflect outline permission).
PERMITTED



STONEHOUSE
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S.23/2108/HHOLD 37 Rosedale Avenue, Stonehouse
Erection of a single storey rear extension and garage conversion.
PERMITTED

S.23/2113/NEWTPO Land known as Verney Fields
New TPO/0586 Land known as Verney Fields, Stonehouse
CONSENT GIVEN

E/732 To approve communications in support of the meeting’s decisions.
Attention of the community to be raised with regards the pending validation
confirmation and the likelihood of a 6-week consultation exercise to take place
immediately afterwards. Also, to confirm the installation of a new swing set with
swinging basket seat at Laburnum playing field.

E/733 Date of next Environment Committee meeting: Monday 29* January 2024.
Committee NOTED the date of the next meeting.
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Town Clerk

From: Windmill <springvalleyfarm2023@gmail.com>

Sent: 14 November 2023 18:20

To: Town Clerk; Councillor Watt; Councillor Armstrong; Councillor Gibbs; Councillor Callinan; Councillor Creighton; Councillor Kambites;
Councillor Randell; Councillor Terry; Councillor Powell; Councillor Edwards; Councillor Wendy Thomson; Councillor Curtis; Cou ncillor Dixon

Subject: Private Farmland, no consent, stop harassment

Attn Mr Carlos Novoth, Town Clerk, & councillors,

1. You have incorrectly published and publicised that the trees on my private farmland are part of Stonehouse's arboretum plan. For avoidance
of doubt, all trees on my privately owned farmland, remain privately owned, irrespective of TPO status and NOT part of your arboretum or of
Doverow woods.

2. You have no consent to include any of my privately owned trees within your arboretum plan nor to utilise photos of my trees within your
arboretum documentation or any advertising, as this is misrepresentative. Your repeated publication of the same is misrepresentative,
potentially fraudulent and harassment. You are requested to remove all such photos from your arboretum publications,

3. As previously written, you have misrepresented the public rights of way so as to make misrepresentations about my private farmland, falsely
claiming it to be an amenity, etc.

Stop this harassment.
4. The definitive public rights of way preclude access to any part of my private farmland that is not on a definitive PROW. This includes all my oak

trees and my maple trees, many of which have been vandalised by disrespectful members of the community. Stop misrepresenting the
position. Stop this harassment.
Yours sincerely,

Spring Valley Farm & Windmill Farm
Owner of Private Farmland between Bramble Lane, Browns Lane and Rosedale Avenue






Town Clerk

From: Windmill <springvalleyfarm2023@gmail.com>

Sent: 18 November 2023 17:00

To: Town Clerk; Councillor Watt; Councillor Kambites; Councillor Callinan
Subject: **Attn: STC, **

Attn; Mr Carlos Novoth, Town Clerk, & Cllrs: Watt & Kambites,

Dear Sir & Mesdames,

It is clear Stonehouse Town Council (“STC”), support & contribute prolifically to Helen Latchford's Stonehouse "Rebel” group (a “Facebook” Group),
which persistently posts misrepresented, harassing & defamatory content about my family and my land. It would also appear that STC likewise
support and contribute to Helen Latchford & Michael Giles' posts & comments on various other Facebook groups. Such posts have fuelled further
harassment and defamatory comments.

1. Could STC confirm who at STC (being councillors or employees), is posting through Helen Latchford, Michael Giles & others as undeclared
administrators, or feeding the posts & comments to them to post on their behalf (on the Stonehouse "Rebel” group or otherwise)?

2. Would STC's (being councillors or employees) "rebel" group administrators & contributors of such content to the Rebel & other groups, ensure all
contentis removed that is misrepresentative, defamatory & harassment:), including:

a) many notices & comments stating my trees are part of your arboretum plan;

b) allegations that we would harm the trees;

c) allegations that our functional drainage gulleys damaged the oak or are excavations, or for developments or are anything other than
functional drainage gulleys.

Kindly respond within seven days.

Yours faithfully,



- . =armland Owner, Land north of Rosedale Avenue, East of Bramble Lane and North West of Browns Lane called Spring Valley Orchard Farm &
Windmill Farm.
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SHIP Inn site — Application for funding survey work

Requirements for the Ship Inn Site

Considerations

1. Canal Corridor is a Key Wildlife Site (KWS). The boundary extends approximately 5m into
the site from the canal bank, there are special planning considerations for a further 10 m
into the site. This leaves a narrow 12m (approx) Corridor at the northern end of the site
that is free from the special planning considerations

2. The site is in the Industrial Heritage Conservation area (IHC)

3. There are two listed buildings across the A419. The Care Home and Brick corner house.
4. The site is not in a flood zone and only the Downton lights junction is included in a risk
area.

Biodiversity Net Gain

The legal planning for Biodiversity Net Gain was due to come into force 1st January 2024.
This has not yet been implemented. The requirement will need a baseline study of the site
and development will be required to show a 110% biodiversity at the end of construction for
a period of 30 years, guaranteed by covenant.

A BNG assessment is not required if planning validation occurs before April 1st 2024. This
would be required for any further planning application and would need to be carried out
prior to any clearance or construction for meanwhile use on the site. Optimum time for a
BNG assessment would be April.

The Ship Inn site will be classified as a "small site" and as such the legislation is due to come
into force on 1st April 2024. It is not known if this deadline will be maintained or extended
due to the lateness of the legislation.

The Ship Inn can be assessed using the Small Site Metric.

Protected Species

Known Protected species on the site include Otters, Bats, Water Voles, Grass snakes, Slow
Worms. There is also a possibility that GCN have habituated the canal since the last DNA
survey in 2019. Surveys for transient protected species are only valid for 18 months.
Optimum time for Reptile survey is March - August

Optimum Time for GCN DNA testing is March - June

We will be required to present a Protected Species Phase 1 and Phase 2 assessment along
with a DNA (GCN) survey as part of the planning application. The planning application is not
considered "valid" until these are available.

Planning for "Meanwhile Use"

It is anticipated that the application would be for "temporary use" of the site with a
timeframe aligned to the S&R committee use period.

Planning Requirements

Scale drawing of the site including topological survey.



Document explaining all the reasoning for requiring the construction, detailing the thought
behind every decision and showing mitigation in the event that a protection cannot be met.
Protected Species Phase 1 Survey

Protected Species Phase 2 Survey

GCN DNA assessment

Impact of the construction on habitats and wildlife

Access assessment for deliveries, construction and maintenance.

Unisex WC/Changing 20ft

container

Community Engagement
Hub 40ft container

10m Buffer

Implied Boundary of KWS // 3

s,

Gate41 no|

Survey Window
As previously mentioned, the earliest surveys can be carried out will be in March, with the

optimum time being April/May dependant on the last frost. This time frame would take the
planning application outside the grace period for small sites and potentially BNG
enforcement will be applied, if the ruling timeframe is adhered to.

If the surveys are not carried out in the spring the optimum timeframe will be missed and
the probability of completing surveys to satisfy SDC planning will not be possible until 2025.
This is a very busy time for Ecologists and the work needs to be booked urgently to
guarantee a "slot"



Survey costs for the site — Table 1
EP2018019N — Preliminary Ecological Appraisal {including BNG conditioned assessment), GCN eDNA
survey, reptile surveys and water vole surveys and Habitats BNG.

Description FbLt B, Cost

PEA and conditioned assessment of habitats (including site visit, desk study, travel, £1,015.00
expenses and electronic report)™*

'GCN eDNA surveys (including site visit, eDNA Kits, analysis, courier fees and report) £750.00
Reptile surveys (including deployment and collection of refugia, site visits, retile £1,430.00
refugia and report)

Water vole surveys (Including two separate site visits for two surveyors for H&S and £1,110.00
report)

BNG Assessment™* (excluding rivers component) £1,030.00
VAT £1,067.00
Total £6,402.00

The SHIPs project team have tried to secure three quotations in line with the council’s
financial regulations but owing to this being a busy time of year for Ecologists, it has only
been possible to secure two quotations, one of which is detailed in Table 1 above; the
second to be presented to Members at its meeting on the 22" January.

Conclusion

There is a small window of opportunity to obtain planning before the BNG legislation comes
into force (if the legislation is delayed again). The benefit of using this opportunity to SDC is
that, as the land owners, SDC will not have to implement BNG Covenants on the site,
affecting the sites future use and prolonging SDC's legal agreement with STC or third party.
Stonehouse Town Council has set aside £10,000 in its Earmarked Reserve for the site.

All previous surveys are outside their reliance window — they are out of date and can no
longer be relied on. No access can be gained to the site without carrying out all the above
surveys, except the BNG. If the BNG is not carried out before site clearance, upon future
planning application the maximum possible BNG value would be applied to the site.

Recommendation:

To approve the award of the survey work detailed in Table 1 to the successful contractor;
work to be funded from the Town Council Earmarked Reserve set aside for the ‘SHIP Inn
Site’ project.
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Stonehouse Co-option Policy

1. Public notice of a vacancy

The co-option of a Town Councillor occurs when a casual vacancy has arisen on the
Council and there is no demand to hold a by-election. The Council will co-opt
membership to the Town Council in accordance with legislation as defined in the
Local Elections (Parishes and Communities) (England and Wales) Rules 2006, SI
2006/3305 Rule 8(3) and the Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12, para 3.

The Council will advertise the vacancy on its public noticeboards, Council website
and Stonehouse Town Council social media sites.

2. Qualifying Criteria for Co-Option

In line with its Diversity and Equality Policy, the Council will follow a process
which is fair, open and transparent and will encourage involvement from people
from a diverse range of backgrounds, experiences and abilities.

Individuals must meet the eligibility criteria, in accordance with the Local
Government Act 1972, Section 79 and must:

» be at least 18 years old
» be a British citizen or an eligible Commonwealth citizen and
» meet at least one of the following four qualifications:

a. You are, and will continue to be, registered as a local government elector for
the parish/community in which you wish to stand from the day of your nomination
onwards.

b. You have occupied as owner or tenant any land or other premises in the
parish/community area during the whole of the 12 months before the day of your
nomination and the day of election.

c. Your main or only place of work during the 12 months prior to the day of your
nomination and the day of election has been in the parish/community area.

d. You have lived in the parish/community area or within three miles of it during
the whole of the 12 months before the day of your nomination and the day of
election.



Disqualification would occur if the candidate holds paid office or other place of
profit in the gift or disposal of the Council or Committee, or under a company
controlled by the council; is subject to a bankruptcy restrictions order, or has
within 5 years before the election or since his/her election been convicted in the
UK, Channel Islands, or Isle of Man with a sentence of not less than 3 months
imprisonment, or any enactment relating to corrupt or illegal practices.

3. Information for Candidates

Candidates who have the time and energy and are interested in contributing to a
vital, thriving community are encouraged to take on an active role and join
Stonehouse Town Council.

Helpful guidance can be found by visiting www.local.gov.uk/be-
councillor/becoming-councillor

Candidates are welcome to speak to the Town Clerk and other Councillors at any
convenient time. Candidates are encouraged to attend a committee meeting
and/or a Town Council meeting if they can.

4, Procedure

4.1 Interested candidates are asked to submit a completed application form to the
Town Clerk (Proper Officer) by the date specified in the Vacancy Notice.

4.2 Completed application forms will be circulated to all Councillors prior to the
meeting date set for Co-option.

4.3 The candidates will be invited to attend the Town Council meeting at which
their application will be decided. Candidates will be advised in advance of the
date, time, place and co-option item number on the agenda of the meeting.

4.4 At the meeting councillors will have the opportunity to ask questions of the
candidates.

4.5 When there is more than one candidate, the Chairman will place the names of
those nominated in alphabetical order and proceed to vote. Councillors will have
one vote per vacancy to be filled.

4.6 Voting will be in accordance with Standing Orders by a show of hands after the
candidates have left the room and will continue until one candidate has received
an absolute majority of those Councillors present.

4.7. Should no single candidate receive a majority on the first vote, the candidate
with the lowest number of votes is eliminated. Voting will then take place for the
remaining candidates, until one person receives an absolute majority.

4.8. When voting for all vacancies has been completed successful candidates will
be declared co-opted to the TC and will be asked to join the meeting.

4.9. A candidate will fail to become elected if not receiving an absolute majority
from those present and voting. If the vacancy remains unfilled and is re-
advertised, an unsuccessful candidate who stood unopposed will not be
reconsidered for the same vacancy.
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4,10 Successful candidates are then Councillors in their own right, with rights,
roles and responsibilities no different from those of any other member; co-option
is a legitimate form of the election process.

5. Co-Option Anplication Form X -
FULL NAME: cota vt abistnseesessssesseenes e oesisiensssessions

1 ’ > . - =
AdAress:. ... v eeeiaee.

...................................................................................................................

address: ... —L ....... years....ﬁ:.months
Date of Birth (optional):

............................................................................................

...................................................................................

The Council requires a statement in writing from candidates, that they:

» meet the criteria for eligibility, set out in s.79 of the 1972 Act, to be a member
of the Council, and

» are not disqualified, pursuant to s.80 of the 1972 Act, to be a member of the

Council.
~the-eligibility criteria above.

| confirm that

Signature . K..L44 447

Date.@..é.f.Q OLNMGW}?@ZL\
o e "
My application is supported by the following statement:

(See separate sheet if necessary.) Y 1O

Last reviewed: 14" February 2022 (TC2752)
Next Review: 2025



