STONEHOUSE
TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Town Business Committee Meeting held on Monday 39 March 2025
at 7pm at the Stonehouse Town Hall/Library, Queens Road, Stonehouse, GL10
2QA

Present: Councillors Keren Capeling, Neil Gibbs, Carol Kambites (Committee Vice
Chair), Val Randall, Keith Terry.

In Attendance: Town Clerk
All residents of the Parish are welcome to attend and a period of up to 15 minutes

will be set aside at the beginning of the meeting for members of the public to
raise questions.

Attendees are reminded that the Proceedings of this meeting may be filmed,
photographed or recorded.

In the absence of the Chair of Committee, the Vice Chair, chaired the meeting

B/822 To receive apologies
Apologies were received from Cllrs Theresa Watt

B/823 To receive Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest

B/824 To approve the minutes of the Business Committee meeting held on 3"
Feb ‘25
Committee APPROVED the minutes as a true and accurate record of the
meeting

B/825 To receive the latest budget position
The Clerk highlighted several budget lines:

* Misc income - the ‘actual net’ did not correspond with the detailed
transactions sheet - this to be looked into

* Anticipated overspend on salaries - it had been a difficult year with
many changes and unknown factors

e Election costs budget line needs to have corresponding link to
earmarked reserve budget

» Pavilion electric costs - £3k of costs comes from underpayment in
2023/24 financial year - Yu Energy issue



* Project works detailed in budget line 1220 - costs need to have
corresponding earmarked reserve draw downs

It was explained that whilst it may appear that the budget overall will be
overspent, this is in fact not the case as over £92k has been drawn from
earmarked reserves,

Committee NOTED the latest budget position of ‘Actual Income’ totalling

B/826 To approve the latest BACS Payment list and provide retrospective
approval for Debit Card Payments
Committee APPROVED the following payments:
BACS payment totalling £8,163.78
Debit Card Payments totalling £2,361.20 (Retrospective approval)

* Para 2.6 - Delete the paragraph

e Para7.3- Change current Practice to reflect the FRs

e Para7.11 - Implement information checks as required

e Para 9.1 - Officers to strictly following FR requirements
* Observation - Observation noted - no action necessary

B/828 To recommend for council approval the list of organisations and
individuals to be paid through either Standing Order or Variable Direct
Debit in 2025/26
Committee RECOMMENDED adoption of the new Payment approval list from
15 April ‘25

B/829 To recommend for council approval the following updated document;
¢ Environmental Policy
Committee RECOMMENDED adoption of the latest Environmental Policy

B/830 To recommend for council approval the following new document:
* Biodiversity Policy
It was felt that there was some merit to the policy forming part of the
council’s Environmental Policy. This to be discussed in more detail later in
the year
Committee RECOMMENDED adoption of the new Biodiversity Policy

B/831 To receive the latest accounts for the operation of Stonehouse
Community Centre



to aid raise the centre’s profile and draw in additional income, the funding
had not yet been used.
Committee NOTED the latest accounts

B/832 To receive updates from the following working groups:

ik

2.

Climate Change Action Forum

Nothing to report

Communications

The Council’s Newsletters are currently being delivered to all
properties

. Oldends Lane Development

The sewer project has been completed. The focus for the site is
currently on the water run off from the playing fields into the
sceptic tank - this needs to be looked at in earnest before final
arrangements could be made with the sceptic tank

. Support Stonehouse
The latest ‘Warm Spaces’ leaflets were being distributed to key
outlets around the town

. Youth
An introduction was made with a representative of a local mental
health support group currently helping young people at school
The Door is currently undertaking a sponsored walk from Lechlade
to Dursley to generate funding for the local youth service work
Policy
Currently making progress - more policies to come through for
adoption - special thanks goes to Mike Davis

. Internal Audit Panel

As discussed above

Court View

There appears to be further delay in the developer agreeing works
that will lead to the council’s adoption of the site

B/833 To note the date of the next meeting - Monday 1%t April 2025
Committee NOTED the date of the next meeting

The Chair asked for a vote to exclude members of the public from the meeting to
allow discussion on confidential matters in agenda item B/834

Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960

The Council will by resolution exclude the public from the following
items as due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted
publicity of the item would be prejudicial to the public interest.

B/834 To receive an update from HR Sub Committee
The Chair of HR Sub Committee provided an overview on the following
current issues:

o The recent resignation of the Senior Town Maintenance Officer
and his scheduled exit interview



e The offer and acceptance of the role to the existing town
Maintenance Officer

e The advertising of the Town Maintenance Officer’s post and
the interviews that will take place on 13" March

e Following the reduction in the Project Officer’s hours, HR will
be discussing the potential to create further project officer
time at its meeting on Wednesday 5" March.

The Chair closed the meeting
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Stonehouse Town Councill
Expenditure transactions - approval list SiRftolyear 01,012

Supplier totals will include confidential items
BACS Payments

No Payment Gross Heading Invoice  Details Invoice
Reference date
4221 £108.00 12201 18/02/25 Cristom Construction Ltd - Checking drains and 5947
tracing - Old Ends Lane
£108.00 Cristom Construction Ltd - Total
4219 £30.00 1090/2 18/02/25 Gary Wetson - Phone Charges - Nov, Dec, Jan
£30.00 Gary Wetson - Total
4222 £179.89 1080/2 18/02/25 Gloucestershire County Council - Feb '25 - TH 1800806862
Cleaning
£179.89 Gloucestershire County Council - Total
4224 £1,060.00 1090/3 19/02/25 MDL Kelex - Stonehouse News x 4000 23130
£1,060.00 MDL Kelex - Total
4225 £215.00 1190/4 19/02/25 0ld Common Dry Stone Walling - Repair/rebuild 250203
dry stone wall High Street/Elm Rd junction
£215.00 Old Common Dry Stone Walling - Total
4220 £30.00 1080/2 18/02/25 Paul Crosby - Phone Charges - Nov, Dec, Jan
£30.00 Paul Croshy - Total
4213 £30.00 1090/2 14/02/25 R F Helps - Phone Charges - Nov, Dec, Jan
£30.00 R F Helps - Total
4230 £52.44 1150/3 20/02/25 Stonehouse Autoparts - Aerosol paint, upholstery 6295771
shampoo, cleaner and sponge
£52.44 Stonehouse Autoparts - Total
4226 £2,208.41 1120 19/02/25 Stroud District Council - Local election recharge 401836420
£2,208.41 Stroud District Council - Total
£4,250.04 Confidential
Total £8,163.78
;5\( o
& et
\ s
Signature ~_ Signature

Date

25/02/25 11:37 AM Vs: 9.05.01 Page 1



Stonehouse Town Councll

Expenditure transactions - approval list Star ofyesr g 2d
Supplier totals will include confidential items
Debit Card Payments
No Payment Gross Heading Invoice  Details Invoice
Reference date
4211 £31.00 109071 14/02/25 Delta Nine Ltd - Paper - Paid by Debit Card
£31.00 Delta Nine Ltd - Total
4228 £689.76 1220/3 20/02/25 F H Brundle - Ship Inn Site - 3 x moulded grating 11010431
£689.76 F H Brundle - Total
4229 £1,101.00 1220/3 20/02/25 Gates & Fences - Ship Inn Site - 5 Bar Gate &
Access
£1,101.00 Gates & Fences - Total
4233 £432.00 1020 25/02/25 Primary Water Solutions - Legionella Risk 15565
Assessment - Pavilion
£432.00 Primary Water Solutions - Total
4208 £27.47 1020 12/02/25 Safetec Direct - 6 x Safety Gloves for Groundsmen 256802
£27.47 Safetec Direct - Total
4209 £79.97 1150/3 12/02/25 Toolstation - 4 Socket Cable Reel & PVC Water
Hose
£79.97 Toolstation - Total
Total £2,361.20
Signature Signature
Date

25/02/25

11:39 AM Vs: 9.05.01
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