Stonehouse Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S12015/234)

i Tha audit of accounts for Stonehouse Town Council for the year ended 31
March 2025 has been completed and the accounts have been published.

2 The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any local
government elector of the area of Stonehouse Town Councilon
application to:
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3. Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the areaon
payment of £@-f 2(c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: (€)
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This notice and Sections 1,2 &3 of
the AGAR must be published by 30
September. This mustinclude
publication on the smaller
authority's website. The smaller
authority must decide how long ta
publish the MNotice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for S years.

{a) Insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors shoutd
apply toinspect the AGAR

{b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(c) Insertareasonable sum for
copying costs

&)
(g§ Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e) Insert the dlate of placing of the
notice
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inent 2024i25

st 1 - Annual Governant

We acknowladga as the members of:

STonNE HOus'E Feeand Couneic

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal contral, including arrangements for
tha preparation of the Accounting Statements, We confinn, to the beast of our knowledge and halief, with
respect to the Accounting Staterents for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

. We hava putin place arrangemeants for effective financial || -
management during the yaar, and for the preparation of v
the accounting stalements. :
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2. Wa mainlained an adequate system of internal control i L e | macle proper arrangiements and accepted respons_mmry

including measures designad to prevent and detect fraud J oo for safeguarding the public money and yesources in

and coruplion and reviewed its effectivenass. B S \ its charge.
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3. \We took )l reasonable steps lo assure puiselves it © " has only done what it has the legal povrer to do and has

that there are no matters of actual or potential A i e complied with Proper Praclices In doing s0.

non-compliance willh laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the abllity of this authority to conduc lts

business or manage its finances,

during the year gave all persons interested the opportuniity fo
inspecl and ask questions ahout thls authority's accounts.

I~

. We provided proper eppertunity during {he year for
ine exerclse of electors’ rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

considered and docurientad the financial and other risks it

5. \Wa carried out an assessment of he risks facing this i
+| faces and dealt with them progerly.

authorlty and took appropriate sleps lo manage those
risks, Including the Introduction of Internal controls and/for
exlernal Insurance cover where required. :

| arrangedfora compstent person, Indspendent of the financial

controls and procedures, fo give an obfective view on whether
| internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authorily.
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“We maintained throughout the year an adequale and
efiective system of internal audit of tha accounting
recorcs and control systems. :

responded lomatters hrought to its attenfion by fnternal and
exlornal audi.

disclosed everything it should have about its business aclivity
during the year incliding avenls laking place after lhe year
end if refevanl.

-

. We took appropriata aclion on all malters raise
in reports from internal and external audit.

=

We considared whether any litigation, liahilities ot
commitments, events or lransactions, oceurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounling statements.

was mek all of ils responsibilitias whers, as a body
comporate, itis a sole managing bustee of @ focal
lrust or trusts.

©

(For local coungils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacily as the sola managing
trustee we discharged aur accountability
responsibilitias for the fund(s)/assets, Inclucing
financial reporling and, If required, Inclependent
examination or audit.

“please provids explanations fo ine external auditor on a separate sheat foreach ‘No' respanse and dlescribe
how the aumority wil) adilress {he waeaknesses identifiad, These shasts rust be publishad with he Annual
Governance Btatement,

This Annual Govarnance Staterent was approved at a Signad by tha Chair and Clerk of the meeling wiere
mealing of the autharity on: approval was given:

191052025

. Chair
and recorded as minute reference: °
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section 2 -~ Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

STENBEOUS &

Texants Couni i

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves al the beginning of the year

forwarc 806,602 860,420| as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree fo
Box 7 of previouis yoar.

2. (+) Precept or Ratas and Tolal amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies 373,973 383,870| received or reseivable in the year. Exclude any granls

received.

3. () Total other receipts Total income o recelpts as recordsd in the cashbook less

54,275 74,639 the precepl or ralesfievies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

4. (-} Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
179,353 213,346 employers NI contributions, employers pension
conltribulions, graluities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interest/capilal Total expendilure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 Q| made during the year on the authorily's borrawings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

249,076 340,857 | book less staff cosls (fine 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. {=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 860,420 764,726 equal (1+2+3) - (415+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounls, cash
short term invesiments 880,769 780,712| holdings and short term investments held as af 31 March -

To agree with bank reconciliation,

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the praperty the authority owns ~ it is made
long term Investments 1,665,410 1,653,562 up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capilal balance as at 31 March of all foans

0 0| from third parlies (including PWLB).
: 7 -|l;.~‘:.-::.:e TSR B G AT IO BRI
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11a.D e Tru The Council, as a hody corporate, acts as sole {rustee and
(including charilable) is responsible for managing Trust funds or assels.
11h. Disclosure note re Trus! funds \/ | The figures in the accounting statements ahove
(including charitable) exclucle any Tust transactions.

| certily that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting
Slatements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Retumn have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expendilure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountablilily for Smaller Authorilies - a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Praclices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsihle Financial Officer hefore heing
presented to the,

authority for appyoval

Dale 19/05/2025

Anﬁtlélréé\rzgrhance and Accounlahwmyﬁeturﬁ2024;65 i;orm 3

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

19/05/2025

as recorded in minute reference:

TC3433

Signed by Chair of the meeling where the Accounting
Stalements were approved
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Section 3 - External Auditor’s Repori and Ceriificate 2024/25

In respect of Stonehouse Town Council — GL0215

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set aut by the National Audit Office (NAQ). A
limited assurance review is nota full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
Internalional Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutary audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — hitps/AVWw.nao.org _ukfcode-audit-
praclice/quiclance-and-informaﬁon-for-al.lditors!

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and thatit has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance wilh
Proper Practices which:

. summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
« canfirms and provides assurance on those malters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

9 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2024/25

Except for the matlers reported below, on fhe basis of cur review of Seclions 1 and 2 of the Amual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Praclices and no other matlers have come to our
allention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR has not been signed/approved in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015:
o Section 2 was not signed by the Chair.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review, Section 2, Box 1 for the prior year is incorrect due to a transposition
arror and should read £860,602.

L

Other malters not affecling our opinion which we draw fo the attention of the authority:

The Annual Internal Audit Report focusesona series of internal control objectives covering an authority’s key financial and accounting systems
and concludes whether, in all significant respects, the internal control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial yeartoa standard
adequate to meet the needs af the autharity. We note that the internal auditor has not provided a conclusion on the following internal control
objectives: Lin respect of the publication of the required information with respect to the legislation. The Annual Internal Audit Report willinform
the authority’s response to Assertions 2 and 6 in the annual governance statement. As aresult, the authority must ensure that assurance that
has not been provided via these control objectives has been sought elsewhere.

-

3 External auditor cettificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2025.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

ol

External Auditor Signature /),4;‘7(' /I,’ f/r_/."/‘ﬁ‘/’\ 4 7 Date 20/08/2025
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