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STONEHOUSE

TOWN COUNCIL

To Members of the Town Business Committee

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Committee to be held on Monday 24th
April 2023 at 7pm at the Stonehouse Town Hall/Library, Queens road, Stonehouse, GL10 2QA
Committee Members:

Councillors: John Callinan (Committee Vice Chair), Keith Creighton, Mike Davis (Committee
Chair), Mark Edwards, Carol Kambites, Gary Powell, Wendy Thomson and Theresa Watt

All residents of the Parish are welcome to attend and a period of up to 15 minutes will be set
aside at the beginning of the meeting for members of the public to raise questions

Cawlosy Novotiv
Town Clerk
19t April 2023

Attendees are reminded that the Proceedings of this meeting may be filmed, photographed
or recorded.

AGENDA

B/516 To receive apologies
B/517 To receive Declarations of Interest
B/518 To approve the minutes of the Business Committee meeting held on 27*" March ‘23 -
B/519 To receive the latest budget position
B/520 To approve the latest payments list
B/521 To consider for recommendation the council’s annual risk review.
B/522 To receive HR Sub Committee’s update and approve its recommendations
B/523 To consider the present status of Policy reviews.
B/524 To receive an update on the town council’s discussions with the Market CIC
B/525 To receive updates from the following working groups:
1. Climate Change Action Forum 2. Oldends Lane Development
2. Support Stonehouse 4. Youth
5. Policy 6. Internal Audit Panel

B/526 To note the date of the next meeting - Monday 15t May 2023
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Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960
The Council will by resolution exclude the public from the following items as due to the
confidential nature of the business to be transacted publicity of the item would be
prejudicial to the public interest.

B/527 To consider and recommend key actions to resolve Councillor relations
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STONEHOUSE
TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Town Business Committee
held on Monday 27t March 2023 at 7.00pm
at the Town Hall

Present: Councillors Mike Davis (Committee Chair), John Callinan
(Committee Vice Chair), Mark Edwards, Carol Kambites, Gary
Powell, Theresa Watt

In Attendance: Carlos Novoth (Clerk), a representative of ‘Sunflowers Suicide
Support’ and several Stonehouse Residents

Attendees were reminded that the Proceedings of the meeting could be filmed,
photographed or recorded.

A resident asked for costings in relation to the provision and relocation of the dog
waste bins at Oldends lane playing field. The Chair thanked the resident for the
question and explained that she would receive a written reply from the Clerk. The
resident also asked about why a project officer was being recruited as her view was
that it would only serve to duplicate the work of the town Clerk. It was explained
that the project officer would be directly involved in delivering community projects
which, whilst the clerk has some input into, would principally be undertaken by the
projects post. It was stated that the cost of the post was included in the 2023/24
budget.

By agreement, the Chair stated that the residents wishing to talk on the issue of
Verney Fields could make their contributions during the agenda item.

B/502 To receive apologies
Apologies were given by Cllr Keith Creighton

B/503 To receive Declarations of Interest
A declaration of interest was made by Cllr Gary Powell in relation to agenda
item B/506

B/504 To approve the minutes of the Business Committee meeting held on 27t
Feb ‘23
Committee APPROVED the minutes as a true and accurate record of the
meeting

By agreement, the Chair suspended the town council’s Standing Orders to discuss an
urgent item in relation to Verney Fields

B/Verney Fields To discuss recent developments to Verney Fields and approve
relevant and suitable actions

Discussion provided the following concerns: 1. New signs had been erected at all site
entrances and different parts of Verney Fields 2. The new owner refers to his
business as a ‘Farm’ - owing to planning laws, farms do not need planning permission




to erect farm related buildings.

The Chair explained that the town council has submitted its application for Verney
Fields to receive ‘Town Green status’ supported by 121 witness statements from local
residents/users over a period of decades. The submission has yet to be validated by
GCC but this is due very soon. TPO;s are in Place for all trees in site including the two
adjacent pieces of Woodland. Also mentioned was the fact that certain residents
were seeking DMMO’s on all Rights of way over the field. There was a need to discuss
with GCC the need to reopen the older, now unusable footpaths/Rights of Way.

The option to ask the current owners to retain the walked paths for the public to
continue to enjoy; it was however thought that this would only serve to curtail the
use of other parts of the land.

It was made clear that the town council had tried on several occasions to engage with
the owners of the land but they were not prepared to discuss any issues.

The Clerk highlighted the fact that the town council had received several queries
from concerned residents and these were presented at the meeting albeit without
personal details.

The following actions were agreed:

1. To formulate a press release that highlights the value of the land to the whole
of the Stonehouse Community, the town council’s application for Town Green
status and the forthcoming consultation in support of the application; this to be
distributed to the local press, added to social media etc.

2. To acknowledge the newly formed ‘Friends of the Verney Field’ Group and to
advertise its existence

3. To respond to the enquiries made by residents

4. To enquire about some of the statements made on notices by the new land
owners, most notably, the need to keep dogs on leads.

The Chair thanked everyone for their input

By agreement, the Chair brought forward agenda item B/508

B/508 To approve a grant application from Sunflowers Suicide Support

A representative of Sunflower Suicide Support was asked to provide an overview
of the application. There were a number of questions raised, most notably, how
the funding currently held by the organisation was being allocated, whether
there had been an increase in the need for the service and a rough idea of the
specific needs within the Stonehouse Community.

The representative stated that the current balance was restricted to salaries
only - the sessions are an additional cost; there had been a significant increase
in the need for the service in the Stroud and Stonehouse areas with 24 new
referrals overall, 5 of which are Stonehouse based.

Committee APPROVED the £2,000 grant application.

B/505 To receive the latest budget position
It was noted that the payment for 2023/24 business rates were showing on the
budget sheet - the Clerk stated that this was an error and that in fact, the
amount should be shown in 2023/24 financial year (this to be amended).
The Clerk stated that GCC had now been recharged utility costs for the use of
the Library - this amounted to just under £3,000 up to and including February
2023. It was also noted that Locum costs reflected the supported needed for the
town council’s work on planning issue. The Clerk stated that there would still
be a need for some Locum input but that this would be limited to larger
applications in future.
Committee NOTED the Actual Net Income of £369,839.58 with a £10,000 Reserve
and Actual Net Expenditure of £342,078.45 with a £63,525.14 Reserve



Cllr Gary Powell left the meeting in light of his declared interest in agenda item B/506

B/506 To approve the latest payments list
Committee APPROVED the latest payment list

Cllr Gary Powell re-entered the meeting

B/507 To seek approval to transfer of funds from the council’s CCLA account to its
Lloyds Business Account
The matter had been brought before Business Committee in light of the request
for fund transfer being the first since the use of CCLA. Cllrs Mike Davis and Carol
Kambites signed the completed Redemption Form requesting a transfer of
£20,000 from CCLA to the town council’s Business Account at Lloyds Bank

B/508 To approve a grant application from Sunflowers Suicide Support
Agenda item brought forward - see above

B/509 To approve HR Sub Committee’s recommendation for the award of the
vacant post of Project Officer
Committee was updated with the recruitment process to date and HR Sub
Committee’s recommendation to award the vacant post to the successful
candidate.
Committee APPROVED the recommendations in full

B/510 To approve a recycling option for the council’s office waste
Committee APPROVED Option ‘A’; a contract with Printwaste with an estimated
full year cost of £40

B/511 To recommend the council’s response to the second round of Stroud District
Council’s Community Governance Review
Committee DEFERRED the item to Environment Committee

B/512 To receive an update on the town council’s discussions with the Market CIC
Cllr John Callinan explained the exchanges between himself and the town Clerk
and, the Market CIC. A date has yet to be set for a meeting due to the availability
of the Market CIC Directors

B/513 To recommend adoption of Stroud District Council’s:
e Parish and Town Council Charter and,
e Protocol for using the Town and Parish Council Hub
Committee RECOMMEND council approval

B/514 To receive updates from the following working groups:

1. Climate Change Action Forum
Recent meeting with the Climate Action Network to encourage
bringing in people from neighbouring parishes. Group working towards
making SCAAF an independent group to the town council

2. Oldends Lane Development
The group have met and identified priorities; started talking to STFC
in relation to the link with the sewer although there is a concern about
fall levels. The group wish to rename the current earmarked reserve
set aside for the Oldends lane development to: ‘Stonehouse



Community Facility’ - it was agreed that this would be put forward to
full town council approval.

3. Support Stonehouse
Help was needed to distribute the new and updated Warm Welcome
leaflets

4, Youth
Recent meeting provided many positive updates which can be seen in
the latest quarterly report. There was a request from the Door for
funding towards proposed additional services. The Clerk would
present these for approval at the next town council meeting.

5. Policy
Next meeting to be set fairly soon

6. Internal Audit Panel
Cllr Keith Terry to undertake the Internal Control Checks for the last

quarter

B/515 To note the date of the next meeting - Monday 24" April 2023
Committee noted the date and time of the next meeting
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Stonehouse Town Councill

Expenditure transactions - approval list D alyanel B ke
Supplier totals will include confidential items
No Payment Gross Heading Invoice  Details Invoice
Reference date
3048 £38.41 116072 06/04/23 Amazon - Trailer lighting board - paid by debit card 7755563
3049 £13.48 119072 11/04/23 Amazon - Membrane pegs - Meadow Park - paid 2069941
by debit card
3054 £6.74 109072 17/04/23 Amazon - Note books - paid by debit card 7845936
3057 £74.33 20/04/23 Amazon - Paid by debit card
1 £29.98 1090/2 Lockable wall mounted post boxes for Pavilion and works
Required to register the buildings RM
2 £38.41 1160/2 Spare trailer lighting board
3 £5.94 1090/2 Latex gloves for TH first aid box
£132.96 Amazon - Total
3053 £192.00 1160/2 01/04/23 Bell Tools Ltd - Hand tools & makita charger 28139
£192.00 Bell Tools Ltd - Total
3041 E3,21358 201011 13/04/23 Brabow Engineering - SIB Posts - 13 x 3.35m 39617
steel tubes £142.56 + vat eacg each and 10 x
1.9m steel tubes £81.84 + vat each
£3,213.58 Brabow Engineering - Total
3052 £36.00 1180/8 01/04/23 Cotswold Security Group Ltd - Alarm call out - 6712
Pod March 23
£36.00 Cotswold Security Group Ltd - Total
3047 £6.95 109012 03/04/23 Delta Nine Ltd - HDMI Cable - paid by debit card 0021793
£6.95 Delta Nine Ltd - Total
3050 £16.80 1080/1 11/04/23 Easy Window Cleaning - Window cleaning - TH - 12439
April 2023
£16.80 Easy Window Cleaning - Total
3058 £168.00 1030 19/04/23 Edge IT Systems Ltd - End of year silver package 36883
and support
£168.00 Edge IT Systems Ltd - Total
3040 £60.00 1010/1 03/04/23 Indeed Ireland Operations - Indeed - Project 77190083
Officer - paid by debit card
£50.00 Indeed Ireland Operations - Total
3051 £5.63 2020 11/04/23 Kellaway Building Supplies Ltd - Stopend and 002365548
joint bracket - poetry bus stop
£5.63 Kellaway Building Supplies Ltd - Total
3056 £7.00 1090/2 30/04/23 Lloyds Bank - Bank charges 10th March 23 - 9 397531675
April 2023
Signature Signature
Date
21/04/23 12:58 PM Vs: 8,85.03 Page 1
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Stonehouse Town Council

Expenditure transactions - approval list tarof yean Ul ieies

Supplier totals will include confidential items

No Payment Gross Heading Invoice  Details Invoice

Reference date
£7.00 Lloyds Bank - Total

3059 £99.59 1090/2 20/04/23 Office Furniture Online - Office chair for new 5530192

starter GW
£99.59 Office Furniture Online - Total

3046 £4.19 1090/2 03/04/23 Post Office - Postage for nox tubes to Somerset

Council - paid by debit card
5 £4.19 Post Office - Total

3060 £2,478.00 1190/1 20/04/23 T W Hawkins & Sons - Contract mowing - April 012523

2023
£2,478.00 T W Hawkins & Sons - Total
3055 £468.00 1190/6 17/04/23 Ubico Limited - Dog/litter bin collection - April 2023 60060225
£468.00 Ubico Limited - Total
£12,707.31 Confidential

Total £19,586.01

Signature Sl it Signature ] i

Date i

Page 2

21/04/23 12:59 PM Vs: 8.85.03
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Stonehouse Town Council policy documents

Date of last Minute Frequency of
Policy name review Reference Notes review Next Review
Annual Reviews Core Policies/documents Risk Management 23rd Jan '23 TC2980 v 1Year 2024
Code of Conduct 23rd Jan '23 TC2980 1 Year 2024
Investment Strategy 23rd Jan '23 TC2980 /', 1 Year 2024
Reserves Policy 23rd Jan '23 Tc2080 v 1 Year 2024
Standing Orders 13th Feb '23 TC2997 \ 1Year 2024
Scheme of delegation to officers 30th May 2022 TC2837 /7 1Year 2023
Financial Regulations 11th Ap TE3034 \/ NALC new Model Fin Regs came out in July 19 1Year 2024
Terms of Reference Council and Committees 30th May 2022 TC2838 - 1Year 2023
Other Frequencies |Staff related
Disciplinary 14th March 2022  TC2769 Reviewed by Ellis Whittam using their model 3 Years 2025
Bullying & Harassment 14th March 2022  TC2769 Reviewed by Ellis Whittam using their model 3 Years 2025
Council employment contract 15-Jul-2019 TC2235 Reviewed by Ellis Whittam using their model 3 Years 2022
Grievance 14th March 2022  TC2769 Reviewed by Ellis Whittam using their model 3 Years 2025
Induction 14th March 2022  TC2769 Reviewed by Ellis Whittam using their model 3 Years 2025
Staff Handbook 14th March 2022  TC2769 Reviewed by Ellis Whittam using their model 3 Years 2025
Staff supervision & appraisal 14th March 2022  TC2769 Reviewed by Ellis Whittam using their model 3 Years 2025
Training & Development 14th March 2022  TC2769 Reviewed by Ellis Whittam using their model 3 Years 2025
Comms and Engagement Policy (formerly referred to as TC2760
Comms Related Communications) 14th March 2022 — 3 Years 2024
TC2769 As of 14th March 2022, all three Comms related
Comms and Engagement Policy (formerly referred to as T policies are cobined in a single document headed
Community engagement)) 14th March 2022 Comms and Engagement Policy 3 Years 2024
Comms and Engagement Policy (formerly referred to as TC2769
Social Media) 14th March 2022 — 3 Years 2024
Other Co-option 14th Feb 2022 TC2752 3 Years 2025
Data Protection - GDPR 2018 27-Apr-2021 TC/2596 2 Years 2023
Health & Safety 15-Feb-2021 TC2558 3 Years 2024
Environmental 15-Feb-2021 TC2558 3 Years 2024
FOI publication scheme 14th March 2022  TC2771 3 Years 2025
Safeguarding Policy 13th Mar '23 TC3016 3 Years 2026
Memorials 19th Oct 20 TC2488 3 Years 2023
Code of Conduct 23rd Jan '23 TC2980 3 Year 2024
Complaints 15-Mar-2021 TC2582 3 Years 2024
Grants 15-Feb-2021 TC2558 3 Years 2024
Equal and Diversity 11th Oct 21 TC2693 3 Years 2024
Council Strategy 11th Nov 21 TC2691 S Years 2026
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